Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden - Sunday 3" December 2023 First Sunday of Advent

Rev Sedn O’Neill PP (02837531246)

info@keadyparish.net

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 3'd December - Sunday 10" December 2023

The three Churches will close at 4pm each evening
during the Winter Months.
(except when Adoration & Evening Mass is on)

KEADY

Monday Novena Mass at 7pm

(Mass for the Living Intentions on Parish Mass Card List)
Tuesday, Wednesday Mass at 10am

Friday Mass 10am for The Feast of The Immaculate Conception
Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Eucharistic Adoration: Monday & Friday (3-6pm)

DERRYNOOSE
Thursday Vigil Mass 7pm Feast of The Immaculate Conception

(Eucharistic Adoration from 6pm)
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN

Tuesday Mass at 7pm

(Eucharistic Adoration from 6pm)

Friday Mass 7pm Feast of The Immaculate Conception
Sunday Mass at 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:

LATELY DECEASED
Gerry McKenna — Armagh Road, Veronica Davidson — 5t. Matthews

Estate, Fr Brian White

MONTHS MEMORY MASSES

Bernadette Murray — Saturday 2" December 6.30pm — Keady
Ciara McElvanna - Friday 8t" December 7pm — Madden

Colm Loughran — Saturday 9*" December 6.30pm - Keady

Patricia Connolly ~ Monday 11" December 7pm - Keady

Patrick & Ciera Grimley — Tuesday 12" December 7pm —~ Madden
Mary Flanagan — Saturday 16" December 6.30pm - Keady

Pat Mone -Sunday 17" December 11.30am — Keady

follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (02837531242)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

AN ADVENT PRAYER
Lord Jesus
In the lighting of this first Advent candle
Enkindle in my heart a flame of hope and love.

Bright light and warmth to the Famished places of my heart.
Help me to enter into the real experience of Christmas,
To let go of needless anxiety and stress
To feel peace and healing enter my hopeful spirit. Amen

FIRST SUNDAY

Adyent

FRIDAY DECEMBER 8TH - THE FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
Derrynoose Vigil Mass 7pm (Thursday)
Keady 10am Mass Madden 7.00pm Mass

A special evening of Prayer and Hymns takes place in St Patrick’s Cathedral.
Mass at 7:30pm followed by Adoration and Candle Lit Vigil accompanied by
the Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal (Drogheda) - concluding at 10pm with
Benediction. Confessions available throughout the evening.

Please do join what promises to be a sacred moment of Prayer and
preparation for Christmas through the intercession of Our Lady on this
important feast day.

PARISH APPRECIATION NIGHT.
Invitation to all Parishioners
We appreciate all the efforts made by many parishioners in
supporting Parish Life.
There will be an appreciation evening
on Monday 18t December at 7.30pm
in St. Patrick’s Hall (immediately after the 7pm Novena Mass)
The December Parish Draw & Hampers Draw will also take place
and there will be light refreshments served.
All parishioners are invited.

https://keadyparish.net/

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (02837531242)
info@keadyparish.net

NEW DATES & TIMES OF BAPTISM SCHEDULE

St. Patrick’s Church Keady 2nd & 4th Sunday of every month at 12.30pm
{(except Dec — please contact office)

St. Mochua’s Church, Derrynoose 1st Saturday of every month at 4pm

St. Joseph’s Church, Madden 3rd Saturday of every month at 4pm

To book please contact Parish Office — info@keadyparish.net

BAPTISM COURSE- The next course is on Wednesday 6th December at
7.30pm in the Upper Room above the sacristy at St. Patrick’s Church Keady.
Parents of children who are due to be baptised are asked to attend. Contact
the Parish Office for further details. — 02837531242 / info@keadyparish.net

A KEADY CHRISTMAS - A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC

Sunday 10th Dec 7pm, - St. Patrick's Church Keady

St. Patrick's High are delighted to present : A Keady Christmas", a celebration
of music and song to welcome in the festive season. Featuring special guests
Conor Mallon, and St. Patrick's Parish Choir, tickets are now available from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/spkeadymusic or after mass on Sun 3rd December
across the parish.

DARKLEY PS CHRISTMAS FAIR & P1 OPEN NIGHT

‘Darkley Primary School Christmas Craft Fair & P1 Open Night. Thursday 7th
December 6:30-8:30pm. We invite the whole community to come along to our
wonderful craft, arts and food fair. It promises to be a wonderful evening. If
you have such a business and would like to rent a table on the evening for £10
please contact the school on 02837 531484 or email
cmonaghan632@c2kni.net. We also warmly invite prospective parents for P1
to come along and view our P1 class and school. Hope to see everyone there.’

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PS - OPEN NIGHT FOR RECEPTION

Naiscoil, Primary 1 and Rang 1 pupils due to start school in September 2024.
Wednesday 6th December 2023 @ 6 -8pm. Prospective parents are invited to
bring their children along and join in the festive art and craft activities in
‘Elfies’ Christmas Workshop.

Take time to browse and chat then make your way to the Primary 1 room and
visit the main man himself in the big red suit . Don’t forget to remind him that
you are most definitely NOT ON THE NAUGHTY LIST. Pop upstairs to our Rang
1 Irish Medium class but take care to chose the festive face-painting that you
suits best! Lots of fun for alll Come along and meet the Principal, our fantastic
staff and our wonderful pupils who are happy to answer any questions you
may have about our school and the online enroiment process.

Contact: stfrancisenquiries@gmail.com for any further information.

PARISH DRAW NOVEMBER WINNERS

1% Prize £1,000 NO 479 S Murray Derryncose, 2™ Prize £500 No 171 P Smyth
Madden, 3™ Prize £300 No 038 G & J Mone Clea, 4" Prize £150 No 090 )
Murray, Sellers £50 P Grimley, £25 K Mone, £25 E McGuigan

Thank you to everyone for their support of the parish.

Next Draw on Monday 18th December at 7.30pm

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com
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First Sunday of Advent, Year B

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

To you, I lift up my soul, 0 my God.

In you, | have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me;

and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

(Stand)

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: Youwere sent to heal the contrite of
heart Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest:  You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God,

the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ

with righteous deeds at his coming,

so that, gathered at his right hand,

they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

FIRST READING Isaiah 63:16-17;64:1,3-8

A reading from the prophet Isaiah:

You, Lord, yourself are our Father,

Our Redeemer is your ancient name.

Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways and
harden our heart against fearing you?

Return, for the sake of your servants, the tribes of
your inheritance.

Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come
down—at your Presence the mountains would
melt.

No ear has heard, no eye has seen any god but you
act like this for those who trust him.

You guide those who act with integrity and keep
your ways in mind.

You were angry when we were sinners; we had long
been rebels against you.

We were all like men unclean, all that integrity of
ours like filthy clothing.

We have all withered like leaves and our sins blew
us away like the wind.

No one invoked your name or roused himself to
catch hold of you.

For you hid your face from us and gave us up to the
power of our sins.

And yet, Lord, you are our Father; we the clay, you
the potter, we are all the work of your hand.

The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 79

[R] God of hosts bring us back;
let your face shine on us
and we shall be saved.
[110 shepherd of Israel, hear us,
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
0 Lord, rouse up your might,
OLord, cometoourhelp.........ovcvvninuenss [R]
[2] God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. .......... [R]
[3] May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength,
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name. ...[R]

SECOND READING | Corinthians [:3-9

Areading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians:
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
send you grace and peace.
| never stop thanking God for all the graces you
have received through Jesus Christ. 1 thank him that
you have been enriched in so many ways especially
in your teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ
has indeed been strong among you so that you will
not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you
are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed;
and he will keep you steady and without blame until
the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ,
because God by calling you has joined you to his Son,
Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.
The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA (Stand)

Alleluia, alleluia!

Let us see, O Lord, your mercy
and give us your saving help.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mark 13:33-37

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark:
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to his disciples: “Be on your guard,
stay awake, because you never know when the time
will come. It is like @ man travelling abroad: he has
gone from home, and left his servants in charge,
each with his own task; and he has told the
doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, because
you do not know when the master of the house is
coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he
comes unexpeciedly, he must not find you asleep.
And what say to you | say to all: Stay awake!”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

THE CREED (Stand)
| believe in one God,
the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(At the words that follow, up fo and including ‘and became man, afl bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come againin glory
tojudge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
2:11: the life of the world to come.
en.

INTERCESSIONS
bt SIT i

PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest:  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest  Lift up your hearts.

People: We liftthem up to the Lord.

Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Ris right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
et KNEEL ppl

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest.  The Mystery of Faith,

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest:  Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Lord will bestow his bounty,
and our earth shallyielditsinc  :ase.

(Stand)
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Aduvent is a very important
time in the life of the
Church. It is the time when
we pray in a special way for
the virtue of hope. The
famous French poet and
writer Charles Peguy notes
that hope is often
overshadowed by her two
imposing sisters — faith and
charity.

People often forget to pray
for hope. Hope is a neglected
virtue, and yet in our time
hope is absolutely crucial

for reinforcing faith and
love. Thankfully, like any
grace or virtue, hope can
grow through prayer, and
especially through the
reception of the Eucharist.

Why is hope particular to
Advent? Well, Advent reminds
us of our preparations for the
final coming of Christ in glory
at the end of time. This is
when Jesus twill overthrow all
suffering and evil, and
definitively establish the
Kingdom of God.

Series: The Seasons; First Sunday of Advent, Year B; 3rd December, 2023

Christians await the second coming of
Christ with great hope, without any
disordered fear. Christians sometimes
pray “Come Lord, but not yet till I am ready.”
It's true that if someone is in a state of sin
they should dread that hour. However,
once a Christian has repented and seeks
the Lord, one should only have hope. This
hope is founded on God’s power to save
and restore. It is precisely because we are
walking in this sinful valley that we want
the Lord to come with might to perfect us
in Him. Christians await the return of
their brother and Lord, Jesus, with
expectancy and confidence.

He Comes in the Mundane

Advent is not only an opportunity to recall
the second coming of Christ, it is also an
opportunity to become more aware of the
coming of Christ in the present — moment
by moment — in the mystery of our
individual lives.

Summary

It is precisely because we are
walking in this sinful valley that we
need the Lord to perfect us.

If we live well in the present, we
should not be afraid of the final
coming of Christ.

HOPE -

A NEGLECTED
VIRTUE

One of the great spiritual figures of the
18th century was Jean Pierre De Caussade,
a priest who was passionate about leading
people to the heights of holiness
according to the demands of the present
moment. We become saints by being
attentive to both God and our neighbour
in the ‘now’. If we live well in the present,
we should not be afraid of the final
coming of Christ.

Having Vigilance

The gospel this Sunday speaks of the need
for vigilance for the Lord’s coming.
Vigilance is a very important word in our
spiritual lives. There are many thieves
who draw our attention away from Christ
in the present moment; hence we guard
our hearts with constant vigilance against
these thieves. Life is a battle for the heart.

It is crucial to establish times of silent
prayer every day, so that we can extend
our awareness of God throughout the day.
Having a time-slot when we focus
explicitly on God and raise our minds and
hearts to him, will make it more likely
that we will do this at other times, when
we are doing our chores and works.

Whenever we seek God in silence, we
increase the habit of seeking him always.
Searching for Christ in the here-and-now
is an excellent way of being attentive to
God. &

Question
Should we ever fear the Second
Coming of Christ?

Prayer

Lord, help me to see your second
coming, foreshadowed in the
events of the day.




