Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden - Sunday 10™ December 2023 Second Sunday of Advent

Rev Sean O’Neill PP (02837531246)

info@keadyparish.net

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 11" December - Sunday 17t December 2023

The three Churches will close at 4pm each evening
during the Winter Months.
(except when Adoration & Evening Mass is on)

KEADY

Monday Novena Mass at 7pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday Mass at 10am
Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Eucharistic Adoration: Monday & Friday (3-6pm)

DERRYNOOSE

Thursday Mass 7pm

(Eucharistic Adoration from 6pm})
Friday — Nuptial Mass at 1pm
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN

Tuesday Mass at 7pm
(Eucharistic Adoration from 6pm)
Friday — Nuptial Mass at 1pm
Sunday Mass at 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

John Brady — Lake Road, Linsey Kearns — formerly Keady,
PJ Connolly — Glenview Gardens,

Luke Burke - Dunmurry formerly Keady,

MONTHS MEMORY MASSES

Colm Loughran — Saturday 9" December 6.30pm - Keady

Patricia Connolly — Monday 11" December 7pm — Keady

Patrick & Ciera Grimley — Tuesday 12" December 7pm — Madden
Mary Flanagan — Saturday 16" December 6.30pm - Keady

Pat Mone -Sunday 17 December 11.30am — Keady

Veronica Davidson — Sunday 24" December 11.30am - Keady
Gerry McKenna — Saturday 30" December 6.30pm -Keady

follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (02837531242)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

ADVENT REFLECTION
Pope Francis has stressed that Advent is
both a time of “God’s closeness and our watchfulness”.
It is important to remain watchful, because one great
mistake in life is to get absorbed in a thousand things and
not to notice God. Saint Augustine said: ‘Timeo lesum
transeuntem’ (I fear that Jesus will pass by me unnoticed).
Drawn by our own interests ... and distracted by so many
vain things, we risk losing sight of what is essential.
That is why the Lord repeats: ‘To all, | say: be watchful’ .

PARISH APPRECIATION NIGHT
Invitation to all Parishioners
We appreciate all the efforts made by many parishioners
in supporting Parish Life.
There will be an appreciation evening
on Monday 18" December at 7.30pm in St. Patrick’s Hall
(immediately after the 7pm Novena Mass)
The December Parish Draw & Hampers Draw will also take place and there will
be light refreshments served.
All parishioners are invited.

WEEKLY COLLECTION 26™ NOVEMBER 2023

Envelopes & Loose £2927.19, Standing Orders £82, Pay Pal £41.80
Total Collected £ 3050.99

WEEKLY COLLECTION 3™ DECEMBER 2023

Envelopes & Loose £2713.24, Standing orders£122, Pay Pal £37.40
To Office £150 Total Collected £ 3022.64

Many thanks for your continued support.

NEW DATES & TIMES OF BAPTISM SCHEDULE

TO TAKE EFFECT FROM JANUARY 2024

St. Patrick’s Church Keady 1% & 4th Sunday of every month at 12.30pm
St. Mochua’s Church, Derrynoose 2™ Saturday of every month at 4pm
St. Joseph’s Church, Madden 3rd Saturday of every month at 4pm

To book please contact Parish Office — info@keadyparish.net

BAPTISM COURSE- There will be no course in January

WELCOME

We welcome the following children into our parish who were baptised during
the month of November:

Elaina Louise Murphy, Flynn Thomas Mone, Liam Ciardn Mone, Patrick Gerard
McCraron, Fergus Patrick McMahon, Aston Patrick Abu, Rahil Malachy Abu,
Cadhla Grace Nugent,

https://keadyparish.net/

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (02837531242)
info@keadyparish.net

ST. PATRICK’S HALL KEADY- Thank you to everyone who support St. Patrick’s
Hall fundraiser last Friday. We thank all the stall holders and those who
helped in anyway. Total raise was £408 — This will help with the heating bills
during this cold spell.

PIONEER COUNCIL - There will be a Pioneer Council Meeting on Monday
11Dec at 6pm in St. Vincent De-Paul premises in Main Street Keady

MEDJUGORIJE 2024 -12-19th June, Dublin to Mostar and home via Split.
£700, with £40 reduction for anyone who pays a deposit of £200 before 2nd
Feb 2024.For all details contact Anne Geddis 07543989362 or 02837539994.

A KEADY CHRISTMAS - A CELEBRATION OF MUSIC

This Sunday 10th Dec 7pm, - St. Patrick's Church Keady

St. Patrick's High are delighted to present : A Keady Christmas"”, a celebration
of music and song to welcome in the festive season. Featuring special guests
Conor Mallon, and St. Patrick's Church Choir Keady, tickets are now available
from www.ticketsource.co.uk/spkeadymusic

KEADY GAA - CHRISTMAS CASH CALL

Be in with a chance of winning a massive £1,000 CASH. Just in time for
Christmas by purchasing an entry via the link below. Someone’s going to have
some extra Christmas Cash & all you need to do is pick up your phone on the
18th December between 8-9pm. You must be in for a chance to win.

To enter https://www.klubfunder.com/Clubs/Keady_GAA/TicketSales...
Many thanks in advance for all your support & GOOD LUCK!!

Our Lady of Guadalupe — Tuesday 12" December
In 1531, the Blessed Mother appeared four times to St.
Juan Diego asking for a church to be built in her honour.
The last time she appeared to St. Juan, on December 12th,
1531, she arranged roses in his tilma, which he then took
to the bishop. When he opened his cloak, the image of
Our Lady of Guadalupe was miraculously present on the
tilma.At the final apparition said to St Juan Diego, ‘Hear
me and understand well, my son the least, that nothing
should frighten or grieve you. Let not your heart be
disturbed. Do not fear that sickness, nor any other
sickness or anguish. Am | not here, who am your Mother?
2T Are you not under my protection? Am | not your health?
A Are you not happily within my fold? What else do you
e TS wish? Do not grieve nor be disturbed by anything.’
The stars on Her mantle are exactly as the stars in the night sky, as they would
have been just before dawn, on the morning of Dec. 12, 1531. Scientists have
discovered using high resolution photos of the Virgin Mary’s eyes the images
of 13 people: The same 13 people who were present when St Juan Diego
showed his tilma, with the image, to Bishop Juan de Zumarraga and the others
present in the room.

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

0 people of Sion, behold,

the Lord will come to save the nations,

and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard
in the joy of your heart.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, tet us acknowledge our sins, and so

prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest.  You cameto call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest  You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your Son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to his company.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
- SIT ppl

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah:
“Console my people, console them”

says your God.

“Speak to the heart of lerusalem

and call to her that her time of service is ended,
that her sin is atoned for,

that she has received from the hand of the Lord
double punishment for all her crimes.”
Avoice cries, “Prepare inthe wilderness
away for the Lord.

Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert.

Letevery valley be filled in,

every mountain and hill be laid low,

let every cliff become a plain,

and the ridges a valley;

then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
and afl mankind shall see i;

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Go up on g high mountain,

joyful messenger to Zion.

Shout without fear,

say to the towns of Judah,

“Here is your God.”

Here is the Lord coming with power,

his arm subduing all things to him.

The prize of his victory is with him,

his trophies all go before him.

He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms,

holding them against his breast

and leading to their rest the mother ewes.
The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

[R] Letussee, O Lord, your mercy
and give us your saving help.

[1] I will hear what the Lord God has to say,

a voice that speaks of peace,

peace for his people.

His help is near for those who fear him

and his glory will dwell inour lond. ............ [R]
[2] Mercy and faithfulness have met

justice and peace have embraced.

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth

and justice look down fromheaven. ........... [R]
[3] The Lord will make us prosper

and our earth shall yield its fruit.

Justice shall march before him

and peace shall follow hissteps. .....oovvvuves [R]

SECOND READING 2 Peter 3:8-14

A reading from the second letter of St Peter:

There is one thing, my friends, that you must
never forget: that with the Lord, “a day” can mean a
thousond years, and a thousand years is like a day.
The Lord is not being slow to carry out his promises, as
anybody else might be called slow; but he is being
patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and
everybody to be brought to change his ways. The Day
of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar
the sky will vanish, the etements will catch fire and fall
apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burntup.

Since everything is coming to an end like this, you
should be living holy and saintly lives while you wait
and long for the Day of God to come, when the sky will
dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat.
What we are waiting for is what he promised: the new
heavens and new earth, the place where
righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends,
while you are waiting, do your best to live lives
without spot or stain so that he will find you at peace.
The word ofthe Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA (Stand)

Alleluia, alleluia!

Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight.

And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL Mark [:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus
Christ the Son of God. It is written in the book of the
prophet Isaiah:

Look, | am going to send my messenger before you;,
he will prepare your way.

A voice cries in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight,

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for
the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people
of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they
were baptised by him in the river Jordan they
confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-
skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the
course of his preaching he said, “Someone is
following me, someone who is more powerful than |
am, ond | am not fitto kneel down and undo the strap
of his sandals. { have baptised you with water, but he
will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (sit)

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 84 THE CREED (Stand)

I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come againin glory

tojudge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Sen is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
gt 517 >

PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest:  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

People; We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itisright and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
ttet KNEEL b-pi

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest.  The Mystery of Faith.

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest Behold the Lamb...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.

(Stand)

.
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The
Lord is
Patient

Earlier this week I went for a
morning walk in the Phoenix
Park. The crisp air was refreshing
and invigorating. The leafless
naked trees displayed a new and
delightful beauty. Each unique
branch revealed its contribution
to the loveliness and shape of the
tree, and the overall wonder of
this oasis in the heart of the city.
The quiet, silent calm of the park,
and the contented grazing of the
deer whispered the Advent
mantra —

‘He comes, comes, ever comes’

This atinosphere blends gently
with the sentiments of Psalm 84
which is read on this second
Sunday of Advent:

‘I will hear what the Lord God
has to say,

a voice that speaks of peace ...
his help is near ...”

These lines highlight the four
great qualities that will assist
us on our Advent quest for a
deeper relationship with
Emmanuel — mercy, faithfulness,
justice and peace.

Summary
God is patiently waiting for
1us to be ready.
The image of the shepherd
gathering the lambs in his
arms is quite striking.

Advent offers us the opportunity to slow
down and take time to strip away some of
the attitudes, biases and unhealthy masks
that prevent us from mirroring the love of
Jesus to those around us. Advent speaks
of preparing, anticipating, waiting in faith
and hope, and welcoming. God is
patiently waiting for us to be ready.

God’s waiting will meet our waiting. Oux
patient God allows us time; God waits at
the door and knocks, waits to be invited
in, waits to be a welcome guest, wants
room in the inn of our heart.

The Shepherd

Chapter 40 from the Book of Isaiah, one of
the most magnificent books in the Bible, is
poetic and reassuring. It draws us into the
presence of a patient God who consoles,
and who is tender, caring and forgiving.
The image of the shepherd gathering the
lambs in his arms, cuddling them, and
sensitively leading the tired mother ewes
who had given birth to rest and shelter, is
quite striking and gentle.

A Place for God iy
During the coming weeks it’s important for
us to find quality time in which we allow

Question

How should we spend our time in
waiting for the coming of the
Lord?

Prayer

Lord Jesus, may I learn from your
patience, as you wait for me.

ourselves to experience the comforting God
whose only desire is to hold us close to
him. We allow him to caress us with his
mercy and forgiveness. It requires effort
and attentive listening,.

A Place for Others

Is there someone in your life who is
waiting and hoping to experience some of
these beautiful God-like qualities? Is there
some area in your own life that yearns for
healing or forgiveness? Waiting is a
challenge in a world that sees waiting as
an inconvenience or a waste of time.
Waiting needs to be open to surprise,
open to an encounter with God who is
waiting patiently for us, to give us that
unexpected gift.

Getting Ready for Jesus

We are called during Advent to be ready
to welcome Jesus coming among us to
surprise us. In the second reading, we
hear the voice of Peter calling us to do our
best “to live holy and saintly lives.” We
give thanks for the men and women who,
especially this Advent, give of their best
to lift people out of their wildernesses of
poverty, loneliness, homelessness and
abandonment.

Who is Calling?

On this Advent Sunday, Isaiah, Peter, John
the Baptist and the evangelist, St Mark, all
summon us to be alert, to be attentive to the
voices that are calling us to ‘Prepare a way
for the Lord, to make his paths straight ...’
Advent challenges us to strive for the
fullness of life, and to be life-givers to others,

Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus! B




