Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden - Sunday 17" December

Rev Sean O’Neill PP (02837531246)

info@keadyparish.net

Rev Aidan McCann CC (02837531242)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES

From Monday 18" December - Sunday 24" December 2023

The three Churches will close at 4pm each evening

during the Winter Months.

(except when Adoration & Evening Mass is on)

KEADY

Monday Novena Mass at 7pm

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday Mass at 10am
Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Eucharistic Adoration: Monday & Friday (3-6pm)

DERRYNOOSE

Thursday Mass 7pm

(Eucharistic Adoration from 6pm)
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN

Tuesday Mass at 7pm
(Eucharistic Adoration from 6pm)
Sunday Mass at 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Pat Cassidy — Lower Clea, Rosemary McShane — Armagh,
Linsey Kearns- Armagh, John Brady

MONTHS MEMORY MASSES
Mary Flanagan — Saturday 16" December 6.30pm - Keady
Pat Mone -Sunday 17% December 11.30am — Keady

Veronica Davidson — Sunday 24 December 11.30am - Keady

Gerry McKenna — Saturday 30" December 6.30pm -Keady
PJ Connolly- Sunday 7*" January 11.30am- Keady

CHRISTMAS MASSES

Sunday 24" to Sunday 31% December.

KEADY
Christmas Eve (Sunday 24 ) Mass at 6.30pm
Christmas Day (Monday 25 ) Mass at 11.30am
e No Monday Novena Mass on 25t December
e No Mass Tuesday or Wednesday.
Nuptial Mass Thursday 28™ December 12 noon
Mass Friday 29" December at 10am
Mass Saturday Vigil 30t Dec at 6.30pm
Mass Sunday 315 Dec at 11.30am

Adoration will resume on 5" January

DERRYNOOSE

Christmas Eve (Sunday 24™ ) Mass at 8.30pm

Christmas Day (Monday 25% ) Mass at 10am
e No Mass Thursday 28" December

Mass Sunday 315 December at 10am

MADDEN
Christmas Eve (Sunday 24*" ) Mass at 7pm
Christmas Day (Monday 25t ) Mass at 9am

e No Mass Tuesday 26 December
Nuptial Mass Thursday 28™" December 12noon
Mass Sunday 315 December at 9am

CONFESSIONS FOR CHRISTMAS

KEADY

Wednesday 20" December at 10.30am
Friday 22" December at 10.30am
Saturday 23" December at 5pm

MADDEN - Tuesday 19t December at 7.30pm

DERRYNOOSE - Thursday 21t December at 7.30pm

follow us on FACEBOOK

https://keadyparish.net/

PayPal

2023 Third Sunday of Advent

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (02837531242)
info@keadypatrish.net

The Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)
has for many years been the day when the children of Rome bring the
figurines of Baby Jesus from their family cribs to St. Peter’s Square to be
blessed by the Pope during the Angelus. The day is affectionately known as
“Bambinelli Sunday.” Instituted by Pope Saint John Paul Il during his Papacy,
the tradition has continued and has grown in popularity across the universal
Church. Children are invited to wrap the blessed figurines in Christmas
wrapping when they return home, and to place them under the tree, to be
opened as the first gift of Christmas; thus encouraging young children to make
the connection between the gifts they receive on Christmas Day and the
greatest gift that any of us can receive, Jesus; and the connection between the
Nativity set at home and the local Church where they worship each weekend.

PARISH APPRECIATION NIGHT
Invitation to all Parishioners
We appreciate all the efforts made by many parishioners.
in supporting Parish Life.
There will be an appreciation evening
on Monday 18" December at 7.30pm in St. Patrick’s Hall
(immediately after the 7pm Novena Mass)
The December Parish Draw & Hampers Draw will also take place and there will
be light refreshments served.
All parishioners are invited.

WEEKLY COLLECTION 10 DECEMBER 2023
Envelopes & Loose £2806.53, Standing orders £60, Pay Pal £8
Total Collected £2874.53 Many thanks for your continued support.

NEW DATES & TIMES OF BAPTISM SCHEDULE FROM JANUARY 2024
St. Patrick’s Church Keady 1°* & 4th Sunday of every month at 12.30pm
St. Mochua’s Church, Derrynoose 2" Saturday of every month at 4pm
St. Joseph’s Church, Madden 3rd Saturday of every month at 4pm

To book please contact Parish Office — info@keadyparish.net
BAPTISM COURSE- There will be no course in January

MEDJUGORIJE 2024 -12-19th June, Dublin to Mostar and home via Split.
£700, with £40 reduction for anyone who pays a deposit of £200 before 2nd
Feb 2024.For all details contact Anne Geddis 07543989362 or 02837539994

EXHIBITION BY LOCAL ARTISTS MICHAEL TATE & NICOLA HAUGHEY

Come and join us after Mass today for a wee cuppa in Derrynoose Community
Centre. You can see where our artistic journey has taken us thus far. Original
paintings, prints, T-shirts and Christmas Decorations

: parishpayments@gmail.com
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Third Sunday of Advent, Year B

-t STAND p-pi

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)
Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred
mysteries.

Priest  Youwere sentto heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest.  You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest.  You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have
mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

0 God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,
enable us, we pray,
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

AT
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FIRST READING Isaiah 61:1-2;10-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiaf:

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,

for the Lord has anointed me.

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor,

to bind up hearts that are broken;

to proclaim liberty to captives,

freedom to those in prison;

to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.

“f exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices inmy
God,

for he has clothed me in the garments of salvation,

he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity,

like a bridegroom wearing his wreath,

like a bride adorned in her jewels.

“For as the earth makes fresh things grow, asa
garden makes seeds spring up,

so will the Lord make both integrity and praise
spring up in the sight of the nations.”

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

[R] My soul rejoices in my God.

[1] My sout glorifies the Lord,

my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.

He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. . ... «...JR]

[2] The Almighty works marvels for me.

Holy his name!

His mercy is from age to age,
onthosewhofearhim. ...........ccovvvivanns [R]

[3] He fills the starving with good things,

sends the rich away empty.

He protects Israel, his servant,
rememberinghismercy. ......ccocvvivrnranss [R]

SECOND READING | Thessalonians 5:16-24

Areading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians:

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all
things give thanks to God, because this is what God
expects you to do in Christ Jesus.

Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the gift of
prophecy with contempt; think before you do
anything—hold on to what is good and avoid every
form of evil.

May the God of peace make you perfect and
holy; and may you all be safe and blameless, spirit,
soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. God has called you and he will not fail you.
The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

Alleluia, alletuia!

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 1:6-8;19-28

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John:
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Aman came, sent by God.

His name was John.

He came as a witness,

as a witness to speak for the light,

so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,

only a witness to speak for the light.

This is how lohn appeared as a witness. When the
Jews sent priests and Levites from lerusalem to ask
him, “Who are you?” he not only declared, but he
declared quite openly, “l am not the Christ.” “Well
then,” They asked “are you Elijah?” “l am not” He
said. “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” So
they said to him, “Who are you? We must take back
an answer to those who sent us. What have you to
say about yourself?”’ So John said, “l am as Isaiah
prophesied:

a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.”

Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and
they put this further question to him, “Why are you
baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah,
and not the prophet?” John replied, “I baptise with
water; but there stands among you—unknown to
you—the one who is coming after me; and | am not
fit to undo his sandal-strap.” This happened at
Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, where John
was baptising.

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Luke 1:46-50;53-54 THE CREED (Stand)

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose aqain on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
o SIT i

PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest:  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest  Liftup your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itisrightand just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
ldd KNEEL ppi

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest.  The Mystery of Faith.

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do notfear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.

(Stand}
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On this cold, crisp December
morning, the clear sky is
adorned with a beautiful
crescent moon, the air is

sharp and refreshing, trees in

many gardens are sparkling

with Christmas lights and a

sense of expectancy is
palpable. I am reminded of
the American poet, Mary
Oliver’s, words:
‘Sometimes I need

only to stand

wherever I am

to be blessed’.

iMary Oliver: Evidence Poems)

Looking back over the week,
some blessed moments spring

to mind when I witnessed the

presence of God. One such
moment was the sheer
delight I felt as I listened to
the final of ‘The BBC Young
Chorister of the Year
Competition’ on “Songs of
Praise”. Other moments
included the happy and
chatty assistant in the
candle shop; and then there
were the spectacular views of
the Dingle Peninsula and the
richness of the Gaeilge on
RTET’s ‘Duiseacht’. Another
moment was seeing 86-year-
old Maureen back at her fruit
stall in Moore street, the first
time in many months.

Series: The Seasons; Third Sunday of Advent, Year B; 17 December 2023

Gaudete! Rejoice! Be Happy! Be glad!
Celebrate! This is St Paul ‘s message for us
this Sunday. And he adds ... “for all
things, be thankful to God’.

These precious moments of grace make
Gaudete Sunday real. I am able to rejoice
because I know that the Lord is near. Take
a few minutes to bask in the memory of
blessed moments you have experienced
over the past seven days — moments when
you felt the silent awareness of God’s love
for you. Little things mean a lot.

God in all Things

Rejoice! The Lord is near. During this
Advent, Isaiah, St Paul and John the
Baptist all call on us to receive the divine
light, no matter how it comes to us. The
act of watching and waiting reveals many
surprises. We open our hearts and
proclaim with Mary: "My soul rejoices in
my God'.

The week ahead brings Emmanuel alive
as we listen and reflect on the great ‘O
Antiphons” which are used in the gospel
acclamations at Mass and at Evening
Prayer. God, who became incarnate within
time, becomes God in the midst of his
creation in a new way. Let his grace, his
life within us, animate and elevate us to
become an agent of his goodness.

Free from Prison

As Christmas draws nearer, Isaiah and
John the Baptist call on us to reflect on
some wonderful things in our lives, things
that might need an infusion of faith and
action. The spirit of God has been given to
us; we have been anointed; we are sent to
bring good news; we must be instruments
of hope and healing to those who are
broken-hearted or those who are prisoners
of grief and disillusionment.

Who Are You?

We make the presence of Emmanuel real -
amongst us by taking to heart and acting
on the challenge of these great witnesses.

The question, “‘Who are you?’
posed to John the Baptist is also
directed at us.

Watching and waiting reveal

many surprises. We open our
hearts and proclaim with Mary:
‘My soul rejoices in my God’.

The question, “‘Who are you?’ posed to
John the Baptist, is also directed at us. It is
a searching and provocative query. Who
are the people who are asking that
question of us just now?
The question provides us with an
opportunity to look at any of our issues or
relationships that may well need attention.
John the Baptist makes us wonder about the
depth and quality of our witness. In our fear
of looking in the mirror we are consoled
and supported by Paul’s reassuring words:

God has called you

and he will not fail you.

Gaudete! Rejoice! Maranatha! B

Question

How do we become instruments
of hope and healing to those who
are broken-hearted.

Prayer

Lord, may I be aware of your
preseice in the joy of the world.




