Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden - Sunday 24" December 2023 Fourth Sunday of Advent

Rev Sean O’Neill PP (02837531246)

info@keadyparish.net

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 25th December - Sunday 31st December 2023

The three Churches will close at 4pm each evening
during the Winter Months.
(except when Adoration & Evening Mass is on)

KEADY

Christmas Day (Monday 25™) Mass at 11.30am
Monday NO Novena Mass

Tuesday & Wednesday — NO Mass

Nuptial Mass Thursday 28™ December 12 noon
Friday Mass at 10am

Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration will resume on 5t January

DERRYNOOSE

Christmas Day (Monday 25" ) Mass at 10am
No Mass Thursday 28t December

Mass Sunday 31t December at 10am

MADDEN

Christmas Day (Monday 25™" ) Mass at 9am

No Mass Tuesday 26 December

Nuptial Mass Thursday 28" December 12noon
Mass Sunday 31t December at 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Clare Hughes — Madden, Sean Davis — Tassagh Road,

Pat Cassidy, John Brady

MONTHS MEMORY MASSES

Veronica Davidson — Sunday 24" December 11.30am - Keady
Gerry McKenna — Saturday 30" December 6.30pm -Keady
Lyons Kearns — Friday 5" January 7pm - Keady

PJ Connolly- Sunday 7™ January 11.30am- Keady

follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (02837531242)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

CHRISTMAS EVE

With candles of angels the sky is now dappled,
The frost on the wind from the hills has a bite,
Kindle the fire and go to your slumber,
Jesus will lie in this household tonight.

Leave all the doors wide open before her,
The Virgin who'll come with the child on her breast,
Grant that you’ll stop here tonight, Holy Mary,
That Jesus a while in this household may rest.

(Mdire Mhac an tSaoi

God, our Father, You sent your only Son as a little child
To love and save us. To our lives, he brings joy and peace, Justice,
mercy and love. Lord, bless all who look upon his manger;

May it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus and raise our thoughts to
him, who is God-with-us and Savior of all, and who lives and reigns for
ever and ever. Fill our homes with hospitality, joy, gentleness and
thanksgiving and guide our steps in the way of peace.

WEEKLY COLLECTION 10t DECEMBER 2023

Envelopes & Loose £2824.22, Standing orders £82, Pay Pal £14

Total Collected £2920.22 Many thanks for your continued support.

PARISH DRAW DECEMBER WINNERS

15T Prize £1,000 NO 329 R Murray , 2" Prize £500 NO 603 S Grimley, 3rd Prize
£300 NO 681 St .Joseph’s P.S. Madden, 4" Prize £150 NO 777 B & N Comiskey
Sellers £50 N Murray, £25 J Mallon, £25 EJ McKernan. Many thanks to all who
support the Parish Draw and thanks to all the sellers for their dedication.

https://keadyparish.net/

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (02837531242)
info@keadyparish.net

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph no doubt experienced many of
the same joys and struggles as any family. Over the Christmas season our
hearts and minds have been drawn to the importance in all of our lives of
family, friends and neighbours. Amidst the happiness of the seasonal
visits, celebrations and good wishes, we also feel the loss at this time of
the year of those who are no longer with us.

| write to you today to ask your assistance in raising awareness and
promoting the option of Fostering in our homes and parishes. Foster
carers are ordinary people who make an extraordinary difference to the
lives of those children and young people who, for a variety of reasons, are
unable to live with their birth families.

Mary and Joseph searched for somewhere safe and warm to have their
child, and although there was no room for them, a kindly innkeeper
pointed them to the stable where Jesus was born. Foster carers
generously open their hearts and their homes on a daily basis to provide
care, support and love to children in need. Unfortunately there are times
when there are no available spaces left for foster care placements. That is
why I'm encouraging you today to reach out and support HSC NI Foster
Care and to help find new families who may have some space and time in
their lives to come forward and consider fostering.

There are many struggles and challenges which lead to children and young
people requiring foster care: sometimes material poverty and hardship; or
parental struggles due to relationship difficulties or addictions.

I invite you also to pray for those who are foster carers and that more
people will step forward to generously consider this option, in order to
give a child the possibility of a brighter future.

A very happy New Year to you.

With every blessing and kindest regards,

Yours sincerely,

Eamon Martin

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we contemplate the splendour
of true love; to you we turn with trust.
Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that our families too
may be places of communion and prayer, authentic schools of the
Gospel and small domestic churches.

Holy Family of Nazareth, may families never again experience violence,
rejection and division; may all who have been hurt or scandalized find
ready comfort and healing. Holy Family of Nazareth, make us once
more mindful of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, and its
beauty in God’s plan. Jesus, Mary and Joseph,

Graciously hear our prayer. Amen.

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year B

24 Dec 2023

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.

(Stand)

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge oursins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of

heart: Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,
your grace into our hearts,
that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son
was made known by the message of an Angel,
may by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

| . |

bttt SIT i)
FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-12,14,16

A reading from the second book of Samuel:

Once David had settled into his house and the
Lord had given him rest from all the enemies
surrounding him, the king said to the prophet
Nathan, “Look, | am living in a house of cedar while
the ark of God dwells in a tent.” Nathan said to the
king, “Go and do all that is in your mind, for the Lord
is with yow.”

But that very night the word of the Lord
came to Nathan:

“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus the Lord speaks:
Are you the man to build me a house to dwell in? |
took you from the pasture, from following the sheep,
to be leader of my people Israel; | have been with
you on all your expeditions; | have cut off all your
enemies before you. | will give you fame as great as
the fame of the greatest on earth. 1 will provide a
place for my people Israel; | will plant them there
and they shall dwell in that place and never be
disturbed again; nor shall the wicked continue to
oppress them as they did, in the days when |
appointed judges over my people Israel; | will give
them rest from all their enemies. The Lord will make
you great; the Lord will make you a House, And when
your days are ended and you are laid to rest with
your ancestors, | will preserve the offspring of your
body after you and make his sovereignty secure. |
will be a father to him and he a son to me. Your
House and your sovereignty will always stand
secure before me and your throne be established for
ever.”

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 88

[R] 1 will sing forever of your love, O Lord;

[111 will sing for ever of your love, O Lord;

through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth.
Of this | am sure, that your love lasts for ever,

that your truth is firmly established

astheheavens. .........cvevevivirariennnsnes [R]

[2] “I have made a covenant with my chosen one;

| have sworn to David my servant:

I will establish your dynasty for ever

and set up your throne through afl ages.” . ....... [R]

[3] He will say to me: “You are my father,

my God, the rock who saves me.”

| will keep my love for him always;

for him my covenant shall endure. ............. [R]

SECOND READING Romans 16:25-27

A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Romans;
Glory to him who is able to give you the strength
to live according to the Good News | preach, and in
which | proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a
mystery kept secret for endless ages, but now so
clear that it must be broadcast to pagans
everywhere to bring them to the obedience of faith.
This is only what scripture has predicted, and itis all
part of the way the eternal God wants things to be. He
alone is wisdom; give glory therefore to him through
Jesus Christ for ever and ever. Amen.
The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Alleluig, alleluia!
| am the handmaid of the Lord;

let what you have said be done to me.
Alleluia!

-—

GOSPEL Luke 1:26-38

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke:
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

The ange! Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a
man named foseph, of the House of David; and the
virgin's name was Mary. He went in and said to her,
“Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.”
She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked
herself what this greeting coutd mean, but the angel
said to her, “Mary, do not be afraid; you have won
God's favour. Listen! You are to conceive and beara
son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great
and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God
will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will
rule over the House of Jacob forever and his reign
will have noend.”

Mary said to the angel, “But how can this come
about, since | am a virgin?” “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you" the angel answered “and the power of the
Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the
child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know
this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old
age, herself conceived a son, and she whom people
called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is
impossible to God.” “l am the handmaid of the Lord,”
said Mary “let what you have said be done to me.”
And the angel left her.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord lesus Christ.

HOMILY (5it)

THE CREED (Stand)

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord lesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
frue God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and became mar’, all bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

g SIT i

PREFACE DIALOGUE (Stand)

Priestt The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest: Lift up your hearts.

People: We liftthem up to the Lord.

Priest Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis rightand just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...

" =
Priest: The Mystery of
People: Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have setus free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest. Beholdthe Lamb ...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.

-
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When the prophets of Israel
spoke about God’s future
interventions in human history,

they imagined them like another
thunderous event ... like the
Exodus or Mount Sinai. No one
imagined that it would be an
event so hidden in ordinariness
as the birth of a child.

There are many stories in world
literature about the disappoint-
ment people experience when
reality actually happens.

The first play I ever saw, long
ago, was called “Professor Tim”.
The main character was an
elderly and wealthy relative
whose return from America was
eagerly awaited by his family.
Their disappointment was
extreme when he arrived. He
staggered around, day after day,
with a whiskey bottle, making
caustic remarks about everybody.
He was quickly ostracised by
everyone (with one exception —a
local down-and-out).

At the end of the play he
suddenly revealed that it was all
an elaborate game to find out
what kind of people they were.
He disinherited the lot of them,
and left all his wealth, 1
suppose, to the one person who
hadn’t rejected him.

All such stories have sone
resonance of the Incarnation.

A spectacular religious event on a
mountain-top or in the skies would
compel your attention; it would impress
you greatly, but it would not sift your
spirit or test your depth. It would match
your expectations, and would therefore
not bring you any new awareness. It
would be “all out there’, and to that
extent, only a spectacle.

Even long after all the moving statues
stopped moving (remember that?) we
still have a great hankering for religious
visions and transparent messages. Our
religious sensibility has been deeply
affected by television and the cinema;
but the Incarnation comes closer to us
than any spectacle; it comes behind the
eye, so to speak.

Monastic Silence

A few years ago I spent some time in a
Cistercian monastery. Monks have
choral prayers throughout the day, three
of them being at 6 am (not the first of
the day!), noon and 6 pm. As they stood

Question
Why do we hanker after
religious visions and
, " 5 ?
transparent 1messages:

The Incarnation

in choir, waiting, facing the altar, the
Angelus bell rang. I expected that they
would recite the Angelus, but instead
they stood there in silence for a couple
of minutes. It was deeply affecting. The
Word became flesh — this flesh. The
Word entered our world silently,
unobserved.
When peaceful silence lay over all, and
night had run the half of her swift
course, down from the heavens, from the
royal throne, leapt your all-powerful
Word. (Wis 18:14-15)

The Annunciation

In Nazareth, Catholics point to Mary’s
house as the place of the Annunciation,
while the Greek Orthodox church
indicate the site of the village well.
Nobody knows for sure where it took
place, but the symbolism of both places
is very affecting. The kitchen and the
village well are the most ordinary
places in a most obscure village.

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
Philip asked. Yes, the greatest of all.

Prayer

Lord, help me to see your presence
in ordinary, everyday events.




