Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden - Sunday 31* December

Rev Sean O’Neill PP (02837531246)

info@keadypatish.net

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 1% January - Sunday 7*" January 2024

The three Churches will close at 4pm each evening
during the Winter Months.
(except when Adoration & Evening Mass is on)

KEADY

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Monday Novena Mass 7pm

Tuesday & Wednesday — 10am Mass
Friday Mass at 7pm (Vigil)

Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration will resume on 5™ January

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass 10am

No Mass Thursday 4"
Mass Friday 7pm (Vigil)
Mass Sunday at 10am

MADDEN

Sunday Mass 9am

No Mass Tuesday 2" January
Mass Saturday 9am

Mass Sunday 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED
Noel Courtney — Tassagh, Clare Hughes, Sean Davis, Pat Cassidy

MONTHS MEMORY MASSES

Gerry McKenna — Saturday 30™ December 6.30pm -Keady
PJ Connolly- Sunday 7*" January 11.30am- Keady

Linsey Kearns — Friday 5t January 7pm — Keady

John Brady — Monday 8% January 7pm — Keady

follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (02837531242)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

Masses for the Epiphany — 6" January
Friday 5 January Keady 7pm (Vigil) & Derrynoose 7pm (Vigil)

Saturday 6% January 9am Madden

May God the Father, who led the Wise Men by a star to find the Christ,
lead us on our pilgrimage to find the Lord.
May God the Son, who transformed the ordinary into the extraordinary
make of us a new creation.
May God the Holy Spirit fill us with love, light and joy and may the
Presence and blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
be with us and those we love and pray for, today and always. Amen.

We wish to thank everyone who has helped with Parish life
over the last year.
Those who give their time for the good of the Parish
in so many voluntary ways.

Thanks also to those who participate in the liturgical life which adds so much
to our celebrations - Choirs and Organists, Eucharistic Ministers, Readers
and Altar Servers.

We are grateful to our sacristans and all who have helped decorate the three
Churches for Christmas and with cleaning throughout the year.

The preparation of the three Christmas cribs and sanctuary
is appreciated by us all.

We would also like to thank Margerite & Gemma McCooey for the kind
donation and decoration of the Christmas Tree for St. Patrick’s Church Keady.

KEADY COMMUNITY BOOKCLUB - The Book club wishes to invite new
members we met monthly (1st Thursday at 7.30) in Rolling Pin Restaurant
main street Keady. For more details please check us out on Facebook or just
call in to the Rolling pin our next meeting January 4th at 7.30 we would love to
see you there, everyone welcome.

https://keadyparish.net/

The Holy Family

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (02837531242)
info@keadyparish.net

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR WORLD DAY OF PEACE 1 January 2024

At the beginning of the New Year, a time of grace which the Lord gives to each
one of us, | would like to address God’s People, the various nations, heads of
state and government, the leaders of the different religions and civil society,
and all the men and women of our time, in order to offer my fervent good
wishes for peace.

In its Pastoral Constitution Gaudium et Spes, the Second Vatican

Council restated this truth, declaring that “through its labours and its native
endowments, humanity has ceaselessly sought to better its life”. [1] When
human beings, “with the aid of technology”, endeavour to make “the earth a
dwelling worthy of the whole human family”, [2] they carry out God’s plan
and cooperate with his will to perfect creation and bring about peace among
peoples. Progress in science and technology, insofar as it contributes to
greater order in human society and greater fraternal communion and
freedom, thus leads to the betterment of humanity and the transformation of
the world.

The remarkable advances in new information technologies, particularly in the
digital sphere, thus offer exciting opportunities and grave risks, with serious
implications for the pursuit of justice and harmony among peoples. Any
number of urgent questions need to be asked. What will be the
consequences, in the medium and long term, of these new digital
technologies? And what impact will they have on individual lives and on
societies, on international stability and peace?

The work of drafting ethical guidelines for producing forms of artificial
intelligence can hardly prescind from the consideration of deeper issues
regarding the meaning of human existence, the protection of fundamental
human rights and the pursuit of justice and peace. This process of ethical and
juridical discernment can prove a precious opportunity for shared reflection
on the role that technology should play in our individual and communal lives,
and how its use can contribute to the creation of a more equitable and
humane world. For this reason, in debates about the regulation of artificial
intelligence, the voices of all stakeholders should be taken into account,
including the poor, the powerless and others who often go unheard in global
decision-making processes.

It is my prayer at the start of the New Year that the rapid development of
forms of artificial intelligence will not increase cases of inequality and injustice
all too present in today’s world, but will help put an end to wars and conflicts,
and alleviate many forms of suffering that afflict our human family.

May Christian believers, followers of various religions and men and women of
good will work together in harmony to embrace the opportunities and
confront the challenges posed by the digital revolution and thus hand on to
future generations a world of greater solidarity, justice and peace.

(Full message on www.vatican.va)

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



[ ne Mass
Feast of the Holy Family, Year B 31 Dec 2023

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

The shepherds went in haste,
and found Mary and Joseph
and the Infant lying in a manger.

(Stand)

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so

prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.

People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest.  You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our ?ray_er
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

Foryou alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
ou alone are the Most High,
esus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

g SIT ppi
FIRST READING

A reading from the book of Genesis:

The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vision,
'Have no fear, Abram, | am your shield; your reward will be
very greal’,

'‘My Lord," Abram replied 'what do you intend to give
me? | go childless ... Then Abram said, 'See, you have given
me no descendants; some man of my household will be my
heir'. And then this word of the Lord was spoken to him, 'He
shall not be your heir; your heir shall be of your own flesh
and blood'. Then taking him outside he said, "Look up to
heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will be your
descendants’ he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord,
who counted this as making him justified.

The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, and
did what he had promised her. So Sarah conceived and
bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the time God had
promised. Abraham named the son born to him Isaac, the
son to whom Sarah had given birth.

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104

[R] He, the Lord, is our God.
He remembers his covenant for ever.

[1] Give thanks to the Lord, tell his name,

make known his deeds among the peoples.

0 sing to him, sing his praise;

tell all his wonderful works! .................. IR]
{2] Be proud of his holy name,

let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice.

Consider the Lord and his strength;

constantly seek hisface............ovvivniennn [R]

[3] Remember the wonders he has done,

his miracles, the judgements he spoke.

0 children of Abraham, his servant,

O sonsofthe Jacobhechose. ......c.cvvvvvnns [R]

[4] He remembers his covenant for ever,

his promise for a thousand generations,

the covenant he made with Abraham,

the oathhe sworetolsaac. ................... [R]

Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3

SECOND READING Hebrews 11:8,11-12,17-19

A reading from the lefter to the Hebrews:

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set
out for a country that was the inheritance given to him
and his descendants, and that he set out without
knowing where he was going.

It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being
past the age, was made able to conceive, because she
believed that he who had made the promise would be
faithful to it. Because of this, there came from one man,
and one who was already as good as dead himself, more
descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars
of heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore.

It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test,
offered up Isaac. He offered to sacrifice his only son
even though the promises had been made to himand he
had been told: It is through Isaac that your name will be
carried on. He was confident that God had the power
even to raise the dead; and so, figuratively speaking, he
was given back Isaac from the dead.

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

Alleluia, alleluia!

Atvarious times in the past

and in various different ways,

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;
butin our own time, the last days,

he has spoken to us through his Son.

Alleluial

GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40

[Shorter Version: Luke 2:22,39,40]
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke:
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

When the day came for them to be purified as laid
down by the Law of Moses, they took him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord — observing what
stands written in the Law of the Lord: every first-born
male mustbe consecrated to the Lord — and also to offer
in sacrifice, in accordance with whatis said in the Law of
the Lord, a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.
Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Simeon, He
was an upright and devout man; he looked forward to
Israel's comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death until he had set eyes on the Christ of
the Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for
him what the Law required, be took him into his arms
and blessed God; and he said:

“Now, Master, you can letyour servant goin peace,
just as you promised;

because my eyes have seen the salvation

which you have prepared for all the nations to see,
alight to enlighten the pagans

and the glory of your people Israel.”

As the child’s father and mother stood there wondering
at the things that were being said about him, Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “You see this
child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many
in Israel, destined to be a sign that is rejected — and a
sword will pierce your own soul too — so that the secret
thoughts of many may be laid bare.”

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on in years.
Her days of girlhood over, she had been married for
seven years before becoming a widow. She was now
eighty-four years old and never left the Temple, serving
God night and day with fasting and prayer. She came by
just at that moment and began to praise God; and she
spoke of the child to all who looked forward to the
deliverance of lerusalem.

When they had done everything the Law of the Lord
required, they went back to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he
was filled with wisdom; and God's favour was with him.
The Gospel ofthe Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

THE CREED (Stand)
| believe in one God,
the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(At the words that follow, up fo and including ‘and became man, all bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have noend.

1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
et SIT P

PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest.  Lift up your hearts.

People: We liftthem up to the Lord.

Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People; Itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
bttt HNEEL ppei

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest.  The Mystery of Faith.

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest. Behold the Lamb...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Our God has appeared onthe earth,
and lived among us.

(Stand)
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Family
Bonding

A well-known psychotherapist
and broadcaster spoke on the
Tommy Tiernan Show recently
about the difficulties which he
and his wife experienced in
their desire to have a family.
Tears welled up in his eyes as
he recounted, with huge
emotion, the sheer joy he
experienced when his son was
born. Holding ‘this tiny
miracle’ in his arms for the
first time, was a moment of
profound gratitude and
ecstatic love.

Today we celebrate the feast of
the Holy family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph.

In the readings we meet
Abraham who spoke to God of
his sadness and heartbreak:

‘I go childless ...” But a tender-
hearted God rewarded the
faith of this childless couple,
and looked kindly on Sarah,
his wife, who gave birth to
their son, Isaac.

Summary

Today we celebrate the
bonds that draw us into the
mystery of the Son of God,
the One who is holy by
nature, who came to make
us holy by grace.

Today we celebrate the
special vocation of parents,
and the powerful witness of
their sacrifice in raising a
family.

Series: Morality; The Holy Family, Year B; 31 Dec 2023

Recently, I listened to John Betjeman
reading his magnificent poem,
“‘Christmas’.
“And is it true?
This most tremendous tale of all ...
the maker of the stars and sea
Became a child on earth for me”.

Real Celebration

Christmas is a special time for parents and
children to celebrate as a family. I am
delighted when I hear of families who
switch off their mobile phones as they
gather at table to celebrate Christmas
dinner. Warmth, closeness, re-connecting,
joy, peace and love are what people
experience. Parents and children, brothers
and sisters, grannies and granddads, all
confirm that this quality time of sharing
with, and listening to, each other, is one of
the most precious gifts they can give to
each other.

Tangible Holiness

Jesus lives in each of our hearts. When we
reach out to one another, we become
instruments of grace, growth, healing and

Question

What moments of your family
life do you think especially
reveals the love of God?

Prayer

Lord, I thank you for my family,
for my parents and for all our
household.

encouragement. Is it not this which makes
our families holy? Holiness is not
something pretentious or ‘up in the air’.
Holiness is tangible.

The Heroism of Parents

Today we celebrate the bonds that draw
us into the mystery of the Son of God, the
One who is holy by nature; the one who
came to make us holy by his grace. Today
we also celebrate the special vocation of
parents, and the powerful witness to their
sacrifice in raising a family. This is shown
especially by parents who care for a
handicapped child. This is a living
testimony to the love of Jesus. It was a
grace-filled moment, nearly a year ago, to
hear James Martin’s dad speak after his
Down Syndrome son won an Oscar for his
part in ‘An Irish Goodbye’.

Moving On ...

Every family has its ups and downs,
disagreements and fallouts. Being able to
rise above these upsets and move on with
life is a special grace. It is never easy. In his
Angelus address for this family feast two
years ago, Pope Francis said:

“Each of us has our own story and the
family is the story from which we originate
... Jesus too is the son of a family story ...
we come from 4 story that was woven with
the bonds of love ... If we cut ourselves off
from our roots, life dries up! God did not
create us to be lone rangers, but to walk
together. God thinks about us and wants
us to be together: grateful, united, capable
of preserving our roots. And we have to
think about this, about our own story.”

(Angelus: 26th Dec 2021)



