Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden - Sunday 7* January

Rev Sean O°Neill PP (02837531246)

info@keadyparish.net

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 8t January - Sunday 14* January 2024

The three Churches will close at 4pm each evening during the

Winter Months.
(except when Adoration & Evening Mass is on)

KEADY
Sunday Mass 11.30am
Monday Novena Mass 7pm

(Mass for the Living on Parish Mass Card List will be offered on

Tuesday Morning)

Tuesday & Wednesday & Friday — 10am Mass
Saturday Vigil Mass 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday & Friday 3-6pm

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass 10am

Mass Thursday at 7pm
Mass Sunday at 10am
Adoration Thursday 6pm

MADDEN

Sunday Mass 9am

Mass Tuesday at 7pm
Mass Sunday 9am
Adoration Tuesday 6pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Mary McConnell — Keady, Louis McKenna — Keady,
Gerard Rafferty — Keady, Noel Courtney.

MONTHS MEMORY MASSES

PJ Connolly - Sunday 7*" January 11.30am- Keady
John Brady — Monday 8t January 7pm — Keady
Sean Davis — Saturday 13 January 6.30pm — Keady
Clare Hughes — Friday 19" January 7pm — Madden

follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (02837531242)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

WELCOME

We welcome the following children into our parish who
were baptised recently: Jessie Kathleen Lennon,

Ethan James Mitchell, Amelia McGleenan,

Naoise Aodhan Hughes, Rory James Smyth

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulation to recently married couples who were
married in this Parish during the month of December.
Ingrid Donnelly & Anthony Grimley
Sheena Kerr & Declan Laverty
Gemma McCooey & John Corvan
Rose Clare McElvanna & Michael Wright

PARISH STATISTICS FROM 17t JANUARY 2023- 31% DECEMBER 2023
Sacrament of Baptism 58

Sacrament of Holy Communion 95

Sacrament of Confirmation 100

Sacrament of Marriage 20

Sacrament of the sick 67

Deaths 58

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS

Sunday 24" December - Envelope & Loose £2572.64
Sunday 31% December - Envelope & Loose £3499.13
Standing orders during this time £62.00

PayPal £58.65 - Total £ 6192.42

December Dues - Envelope & Loose £7629.61

SUMMIER PILGRIMAGE

Medjugorje 21st August 2024 for 7 nights, half board. Spiritual Director Father John
Mc Keever £675 with £100 deposit paid before 2nd February 2024, £715 after this
date. Contact Martin 07889186915 or Lucia 07926132847

PIONEER COUNCIL MEETING
Monday 8th January 2024 at 6pm in St Vincent’s Main St Keady

BOOK LAUNCH
The Tribe of Earth- Peter Makem Friday 19" January at 8.00pm, Derrynoose
Community Centre. All welcome.

KEADY COMMUNITY BOOKCLUB - The Book club wishes to invite new members we
met monthly (1st Thursday at 7.30) in Rolling Pin Restaurant main street Keady. For
more details please check us out on Facebook or just call in to the Rolling pin our next
meeting January 4th at 7.30 we would love to see you there, everyone welcome.

https://keadyparish.net/

The Baptism of the Lord

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (02837531242)

info@keadyparish.net

CHURCH LEADERS’ NEW YEAR MESSAGE

In his autobiography, ‘Long Walk to Freedom', the late Nelson Mandela wrote: 'No
one is born hating another person because of the colour of his skin, or his
background, or his religion. People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to
hate, they can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the human
heart than its opposite.’

if we, as Church Leaders in Ireland, along with our predecessors, were to write a
book, it might have a title similar to the one referenced above. We would though
probably change the word 'Freedom’ to 'Peace’. It has been a 'Long Walk to
Peace' in this island and between its peoples.

During 2023 we reflected on the 25 years which have passed since the signing of
the Belfast/Good Friday Agreement. It has been a long walk, which on occasion
picked up pace, at other times was reduced to a crawl, and is still ongoing. Since
the signing of the Agreement in 1998 a whole generation has now come and gone
and much has changed in our world on a global scale as well as at a local level but
very few people living in these islands would want to return to the past.

We therefore need to stay clearly focused on the future, with a renewed
commitment to the process of building relationships of mutual respect and trust.
Although we have travelled a long way, there is still some distance to go in our
journey to peace and much work remains to be done,

As we acknowledged in our 'St Patrick’s Day Statement' back in 2021, as ‘Christian
churches we have often been captive churches; not captive to the Word of God,
but to the idols of state and nation.’ The shackles of our troubled and difficult past
have restrained and hindered us. Relationships have been damaged. Yet we also
need to appreciate that healing takes time. Nelson Mandela was right in his
observation that people are not born hating others, it is something which they
learn.

We need therefore to ensure that we teach our children to love, respect and care
for one another so that they learn that love is stronger than hate, good
overcomes evil and light scatters the darkness.

We enter a new year in which war, violence and conflict now overshadow so
many parts of our world. With our experiences here in this land, may we
encourage and support others to take those first steps down the road to peace, to
walk in the way of reconciliation, to seek to heal and not hurt.

Our Lord Jesus Christ's life and ministry were based on faith, hope and love. As we
try to faithfully follow in the steps of the Master, seeking to love God and our
neighbour, may the words of St Paul encourage us to work more closely together
for a better future: ‘So then let us pursue the things that make for peace and the
building up of one another’(Romans 14:19).

Let us therefore continue to build relationships, break down barriers, and work
for a sustainable and lasting peace and as ambassadors of Christ's message of
reconciliation may we model a better way of living and loving now and in the
years to come.

May you know God's blessing and peace throughout 2024.

Most Reverend Eamon Martin, Most Reverend John McDowell,
Right Reverend Dr Sam Mawhinney, Reverend David Turtle
Right Reverend Andrew Forster

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com
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The Baptism of the Lord, Year B
g STAND i

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Stand)

After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened,
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,

and the voice of the Father thundered:

This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.

PENITENTIAL ACT (1)
Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows.
| confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what | have done and in what | have failed to do,
And, siriking their breast, they say:
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
Then they continue:
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest.  May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

7 Jan 2024

People: Amen.
PriestLord, havemercy.  Peoplelord, have mercy.
Priest Christ, havemercy.  People: Christ, have mercy

PriestLord, have mercy.  People:Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify yo

u,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lor: , heavenly King,
0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our ghroyer
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord
ou alone are the Most| High,
esus Christ
with the Holy Spirit
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

hettetl ST il

FIRST READING Isaiab 55:1-11

[The optional readings for Year B are used]

Areading from the prophet Isaiah:

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty:
though you have no money, come! Buy corn without
money, and eat, and, ot no cost, wine and milk. Why
spend money on what is not bread, your wages on
what fails to satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and you will
have good things to eat and rich food to enjoy. Pay
attention, come to me; listen, and your soul will live.

With you | will make an everlasting covenant out
of the favours promised to David. See, | have made
of you a witness to the peoples, a leader and a
master of the nations. See, you will summon a nation
you never knew, those unknown will come hurrying
to you, for the sake of the Lord your God, of the Holy
One of Israel who will glorify you.

Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to
him while he is still near. Let the wicked man
abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts. Let him
turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, to our
God who is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts are not
your thoughts, my ways not your ways - itis the Lord

who speaks. Yes, the heavens are as high above
earth as my ways are above your ways, my thoughts
above your thoughts.

Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from
the heavens and do not return without watering the
earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide
seed for the sower and bread for the eating, so the
word that goes from my mouth does not returnto me
emply, without carrying out my will and succeeding
in what it was sent to do.

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Isaiah 12:2-6

R With joy you will draw water
|

from the wells of salvation.

[1] Truly, God is my salvation,

1trust, | shall not fear.

For the Lord is my strength, my song,

he became my saviour.

With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation. ............... «...[R}
{2] Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!
Declare the greatness of hisname. ............ [R}
[3] Sing a psalm to the Lord,

for he has done glorious deeds,

make them known to all the earth!

people of Zion, sing and shout for joy

for greatin your midst is the Holy One of Israel. .[R]

SECOND READING

Areading from the first letter of St Johrt
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has

I John 5:1-9

[l THE CREED (Stand)
| Ibelieveinone God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| betieve in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(At the words that foliow, up to and including ‘and became mar, all bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontlus Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

1o judge the living and the dead

| and his kingdom will have no end.

d
| believe inthe Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

| who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

been begotten by God; and whoever loves the Father |

that begot him loves the child whom he begets. -

We can be sure that we love God's children if we
love God himself and do what he has commanded us;
this is what loving God is - keeping his command-
ments; and his commandments are not difficult,
because anyone who has been begotten by God has
already overcome the world; this is the victory over
the world - our faith.

Who can overcome the world? Only the man
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God: Jesus Christ
who came by water and blood, not with water only,
but with water and blood; with the Spirit as another
witness - since the Spirit is the truth - so that there
are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water and the
blood, and all three of them agree. We accept the
testimony of human witnesses, but God's testimony
is much greater, and this is God's testimony, given as
evidence for his Son.

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

Alleluia, alteluial

John saw Jesus coming towards him, and said:
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Markc
People: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

In the course of his preaching, John the Baptist
said, “Someone is following me, someone who is more
powerful than 1 am, and | am not fit to kneel down and
undo the strap of his sandals. | have baptised you with
water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.”

It was atthis time that Jesus came from Nazareth in
Galilee and was baptised in the Jordan by John, No
sooner had he come up out of the water than he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit, like a dove,
descending on him. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
HOMILY (Sit)

Mark 1:7-11

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and [ look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
g SET il
PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest: The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest  Lift up your hearts.

People: Weliftthemup to the Lord.

Priest  Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis rightand just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
rta KNEEL pbi

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (1)

Priest. The Mystery of Faith.
People: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

| Priest Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, | am notworthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Behold the One of whom John said:
| have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.

T
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Sat 6 Jan Epiphany : Sun 7 Jan Baptism of Jesus : Mon 8 Jan
Weekday : Tue 9 Jan Weekday : Wed 10 Jan Weekday : Thu 11 Jan
Weekday : Fri 12 Jan Weekday : Sat 13 Jan St Hilary : Sun 14 Jan
Ordinary 2.

1 have always been challenged
by the fact that Jesus
approached John for baptism.
However, it was clearly an
opportunity for Jesus to present
himself in public. The Spirit of
God rested on Jesus and
confirmed him as the one sent
by the Father.

The Spirit, like a dove, descended
on him, whereupon a voice came
from heaven and said,

”You are my Son, the Beloved;
my favour rests on you.” (ohnl:10

God has a purpose for each and
coery one of us. Recently, I was
discussing with a friend how to
discern God's purpose for me.
My friend believes that what
makes human beings unique is
that God has a special purpose
for every one of us. Before ever
we are born, God knows what
our purpose is. Howeuver, we
ourselves might take a lifetime
to discover it, and for many it
night only be revealed after we
return to God. This is what
makes life sacred: no two lives
have the same purpose.

Summary

Jesus united his will with that
of his Fatler.

Question

Can you hear the voice of the
Father calling to you: “My beloved,
my favour rests on you?”

Series: Jesus-Human & Divine; Baptism of Jesus, Year B; 7th Jan 2024

John the Baptist discerned that his i
purpose in life was to preach a baptism
of repentance, and to witness to the
coming of one greater than himself ... to
prepare the way for Jesus.

Someone is following me, someone who
is more powerful than I am, I am not fit
to kneel down and undo the strap of his
sandals. I have baptised you with water,
but He will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit. (Mark 1:7ff)

A Trinitarian Image

Up to this point Jesus had lived a quiet
life, unknown outside his small village
of Nazareth. We assume he worked
with his father as a carpenter. The
gospels suggest that he would have
been about 30 years of age when he
joined the followers of John the Baptist.

John’s baptism was not the sacrament of |
baptism as we know it. Rather, it
symbolised a desire to change one’s life.
The change in Jesus’ life would be quite
dramatic. His baptism marked the
beginning of his public ministry. It was

a defining moment: Jesus discerned that
his purpose was to follow the path to
which he had been called by his Father.

The voice of God, the sight of the Dove
(as the symbol of the Holy Spirit) and
the presence of Jesus going down into
the waters, presents us with a lovely
Trinitarian image of God.

Prayer

Lord, hielp me to discern my

purpose in life, and to follow if.

Jesus’ Purpose Revealed To Us

Jesus — the human image of God on
earth — revealed the reign of God to the
world. He gave us a glimpse of God's
compassion, love and truth. He taught
us how to pray and how to trust God
the Father. He underwent temptation
and betrayal; he would even be
misunderstood by those closest to him,
before finally being condemned and
crucified. However, his story, his
purpose, was only finally and fully
revealed by his resurrection. He
conquered death, not just for himself
but for all who believe in him. Jesus
united his will with that of his Father.
Our Pilgrim Journey

Our journey of life is a pilgrim journey
of discernment of God’s plan, a journey
of listening and finding God's will. In
his book, “Brothers in Arms” Fr Brendan
McManus remind us:

“the real challenge is to put our
resources, will and heart at the service of
God and not ourselves ... The goal of
prayer is not just to worship or adore
but to do the will of God — to be a
disciple and a follower, to put it info
practice. Faith is not just a ‘crutch’ or
temporary refuge focused only on my
own wellbeing. Rather it is an aid for
walking with God and be transformed
by this extraordinary friendship.”

The voice of God calls out to us too: You
are my child, My beloved, my favour
rests on you. Listen, can you hear it?



