Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden - Sunday 18" February 2024

Rev Sean O’Neill PP (02837531246)

kdmparish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 19" February — Sunday 25 February 2024

The three Churches will close at 4pm each evening during the
Winter Months.
(except when Adoration & Evening Mass is on)
KEADY
Sunday Mass 11.30am
Monday Novena Mass 7pm
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Mass 10am
Sunday Mass 11.30am
Adoration Monday & Friday 3-6pm

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass 10am

Mass Thursday 7pm

Mass Sunday at 10am

Adoration before Thursday Mass

MADDEN

Sunday Mass 9am

Mass Tuesday 7pm

Thursday Nuptial Mass

Mass Sunday 9am

Adoration before Tuesday Mass

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:

LATELY DECEASED

Sr Mairead (Bridget) Gorman MMM Drogheda - formerly Madden,
Frank Hatzer - Cullaville, Noel Geary, Peggy Sharkey, James Kavanagh,
MONTHS MEMORY

Ann Dillion — Sunday 18" February, Derrynoose 10am

Bridget Rocks — Tuesday 20" February, Madden 7pm

May Kelly — Monday 26" February, Keady 7pm

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Blessing of Graves

Madden Friday 14" June at 7pm
Keady Sunday 16" June at 11.30am
Derrynoose Friday 21" June at 7pm

PARKING AROUND ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, KEADY

We appeal to those using the grounds at St. Patrick’s Church, Keady to be
mindful that the area should only be used for parking for attending
Mass/Ceremonies and available to BLUE BADGE HOLDERS only. We
appreciate your co-operation.

follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (02837600820)
aidmccann(@gmail.com

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT

It is time to act, and in Lent, to act also means to pause. To pause in prayer, in
order to receive the word of God, to pause like the Samaritan in the presence
of a wounded brother or sister. Love of God and love of neighbour are one
love. Not to have other gods is to pause in the presence of God beside the
flesh of our neighbour. For this reason, prayer, almsgiving, and fasting are not
three unrelated acts, but a single movement of openness and self-emptying,
in which we cast out the idols that weigh us down, the attachments that
imprison us. Then the atrophied and isolated heart will revive. Siow down,
then, and pause! The contemplative dimension of life that Lent helps us to
rediscover will release new energies. In the presence of God, we become
brothers and sisters, more sensitive to one another: in place of threats and
enemies, we discover companions and fellow travelers. This is God’s dream,
the promised land to which we journey once we have left our slavery behind.
| bless all of you and your Lenten journey.
www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/20231203-
messaggio-guaresima2024.htmi

FASTING AND FEASTING

Fast from judging others; feast on Christ in them.
Fast from wanting more; feast on being thankful.
Fast from anger; feast on patience.

Fast from worry; feast on trust.

Fast from complaining; feast on enjoyment.

Fast from negatives; feast on positives.

Fast from stress; feast on prayer.

Fast from anger; feast on forgiveness.

Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others.
Fast from fear; feast on truth.

Fast from discouragement; feast on hope.

Fast from gossip; feast on silence.

Fast from fighting: feast on peace. Amen

LEGION OF MARY

The Legion of Mary will be running a recruitment drive in the parish this
weekend to encourage new members to join. New members are always
welcome. The seniors meet on Thursday at 7pm and the juniors (7-18) meet
on Monday at 6.30pm both in Parochial House, Madden Row. Please see
posters in all three Churches

DO THIS IN MEMORY P4 / R4 children and parents/guardians are welcome to
attend the Vigil Mass in St Patrick’s on Saturday 24th February as we continue
the journey of preparation for First Confession and First Holy Communion.

VISITATION Any parishioner who would welcome a visit or would like a house
blessing is asked to contact the parish office info@keadyparish.net
to arrange.

https://keadyparish.net/

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (02837531242)

info@keadyparish.net

GRAVEYARD POLICY — The graveyard policy which is the policy for all 3
graveyards in this parish is available to view on our web page and in the
church porches.

PARISH DRAW The February draw will be the final of the 2023-2024 year.
An extra £1,000 will be drawn for all who. have paid for their full year.

Our new draw will begin in March 2024. We ask sellers to collect their packs
from Nuala in the Parish Office. We also would ask for more volunteers to
help with the draw. Please contact Fr O’Neill 37531246 or Nuala 37531242
if interested in helping.

AUTHORIZED PARISH DRAW SELLERS 2024-2025

Keady/Clea/Darkley - Ann Irwin, Briege McGleenan, Micheal Fletcher,

Kevin Mone, Kathleen Hatzer Emma-Jayne McKernan, Helen Loughran,

Hilary Nugent, Myra Cassidy, Carmel Mone, Mary B Mone, Gary Farrell,

Lily McGuinness, Rose Murray, Kathleen McGurgan, Margaret McGuinness,
Tony Hughes, Pat Digby.

Derrynoose - Roseanne Murphy, Marie Carberry, Rita Keenan Jimmy Hughes,
Anne Conlon, Mary O’Neill, Lily Jordan, Sean McNally, Elaine McGuigan,
Madden - Claire Hughes, Eileen Maguire, Francie Smith, Lorraine Grimley,
Eilish Grimley, Anne O'Reilly, Noella Murray, Paul Grimley, Stephen McKenna,
Patricia Smyth, Margaret King.

We appreciate all the efforts our volunteer sellers make every month; Sellers
are entered into the sellers’ prize draw if they sell 5 or more tickets.

We hope more parishioners will volunteer to help sell tickets in their area.
Please contact Nuala in the parish office if you are willing to help.

BIG BREAKFAST - Sat 24" February @ Crossmore Hall — Proceeds to St.
Matthews Church roof fund.

ANAM CARA ARMAGH. The organisation that supports bereaved parents is
holding a Parent Evening for bereaved parents on Wednesday 28th February
at 7:15pm in The Armagh City Hotel. This event is free and open to all
bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the circumstances of
their death, or whether their death was recent or not. We also offer an online
support service. Contact us on info@anamcara.ie or 028 95213120 for any
queries.

CANON CRAWLEY TRIP TO THE ALLINGHAM ARMS HOTEL,
BUNDORAN, CO. DONEGAL. (4 STAR)

Monday 22nd April 2024 x 4 nights / 5 days
Price: £395stg per person sharing. Single Supplement: £30 extra per night
Limited Number Price includes: Transfer to and from Bundoran by luxury
Coach. Dinner, Bed & Breakfast for each night and lunch while touring,
Excursions etc. by Luxury Coach. CONTACT NUALA in Parish Office
02837531242 or email info@keadyparish.net

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



W SECOND READING | Peter 3:18-22 THE APOSTLES' CREED (Stand)

First Sunday of Lent, Year B 18 Feb 2024
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

When he calls on me, | will answer him;
| will deliver him and give him glory,
| will grant him length of days.

PENITENTIAL ACT (2)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows.

Priest Have mercyonus, O Lord.
People: Forwe have sinned against you.

Priest:  Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
People: And grant us your satvation.

Priest  May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.
People: Amen.

Priest: Lord, have mercy.
Priest: Christ, have merey.
Priesk: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

Grant, almighty God,
through the yearly observances of holy Lent,
that we may grow in understanding
of the riches hidden in Christ
and by worthy conduct pursue their effects.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

g SIT P

FIRST READING Genesis 9:8-15

A reading from the Book of Genesis:

God spoke to Noah and his sons, “See, | establish
my Covenant with you, and with your descendants
after you; also with every living creature to be found
with you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you:
everything that came out of the ark, everything that
lives on the earth. | establish my Covenant with you:
no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the
waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy
the earth again.”

God said, “Here is the sign of the Covenant |
make between myself and you and every living
creature with you for all generations: | set my bow in
the clouds and it shall be a sign of the Covenant
between me and the earth. When | gather the clouds
over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, |
will recall the Covenant between myself and you and
every living creature of every kind. And so the
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy
all things of flesh.”

The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks beto God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 24

[R] Yourways Lord, are faithfulness and love
for those who keep your covenant.

[1] Lord, make me know your ways,

Lord, teach me your paths.

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
foryouare Godmysaviour. ..........co00enss R]

[2] Remember your mercy, Lord,

and the love you have shown from of old.

In your love remember me,

because of your goodness, OLord. ............ [R]
[3] The Lord is good and upright.

He shows the path to those who stray,

he quides the humble in the right path;

heteaches hiswaytothepoor. ................ 1]

People: Lord, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy
People;: Lord, have mercy.

A reading from the first Letter of St Peter:

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died
once for sins, died for the guilly, to lead us to God. In
the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was
raised to life, and, in the spirit, he went to preach to
the spirits in prison. Now it was long ago, when Noah
was still building that ark which saved only a small
group of eight people “by water”, and when God was
still waiting patiently, that these spirits refused to
believe. That water is a type of the baptism which
saved you now, and which is not the washing off of
physical dirt but a pledge made to God from a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
who has entered heaven and is at God's right hand,
now that he has made the angels and Dominations
and Powers his subjects.

The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!
Man does not live onbread alone,
but on every word that comes from
the mouth of God.
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

GOSPEL Marl 1:12-15

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark:
People: Glorytoyou, OLord.

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness
and he remained there for forty days, and was
tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and
the angels looked after him.

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into
Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from
God. “The time has come” he said “and the kingdom
of God is close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good
News.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise toyou, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

{At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary’, all bow)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
- SIT i
PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priestt  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We liftthemup to the Lord.

Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itisrightand just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
ettt KNEEL p-pi

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (2)

Priest. The Mystery of Faith.

People: When we eat this Bread
and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest Beholdthe Lamb...

People: Lord, lam notworthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shatl be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes forth
from the mouth of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Renewed now with heavenly bread,

by which faith is nourished, hope increased,
and charity strengthened, we pray, O Lord,
that we may learn to hunger for Christ,

the true and living Bread,

and strive to live by every word

which proceeds from your mouth.

Through Christ our Lord.

—
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This Sunday we begin the 40
days of Lent. As we go through
the season we are reminded that
life takes time. We live in a
modern world of instant
information, quick dinners and
immediate gratification. But the
spiritual life is not lived in an
instant, it takes time, and the
Lenten season teaches us to be
patient. Don’t begin Lent by
hoping it will be over soon.

It has always amazed me that

the first thing St Paul says
about love in his famous ‘hymn
on love’ in his “First Letter to
the Corinthians” (1Cor 13:1ff) is
that love is patient.

Of course, any married couple
will immediately recognise the
connection. If a marriage is to
survive, together with fidelity
comes the need for patience.
Indeed, for any human
relationship to grow and deepen
there has to be patience.

If our relationship with God is to flourish,
then there has to be patience. I remember
once asking a woman whose son had
died tragically why she hadn’t given up
on God. She simply said to me “Romans
8:28”. 1 asked her what that said and she
immediately quoted the verse to me:

Summary

Our acceptance of God and of
his plan for us allows us to be
patient also with ourseloes.
Our battle witl sin becomes less
a struggle, and more an openitess
to being led by the Spirit.

For any human relationship to
grow there has to be patience.

It needs deep humility not to
tell God what to do.

Series: The Seasons; First Sunday of Lent, Year B; 18 Feb 2024

We know that all things work together
for the good of them that love God, to
those who are called according to his
purpose. (Romans 8:28)

That level of courage results from a lot
of pain and suffering, and it comes only
from a deep relationship with God. It
involves allowing God to work in his
own time and in his own way. It needs
an act of deep humility not to tell God
what to do, and how to do it. Instead
we develop a patient reliance on the
Lord, we allow Him to act in our lives.

Space for God

Lent teaches us that we need to have
patience with God, knowing that we are
truly in his hands, and not demanding
that God give us immediate results. We
allow God’s plan to unfold, in His own
time, within the story of our lives.

Our acceptance of God and of his plan for
us also allows us to be patient with
ourselves. When we try to place ourselves
into God's plans, we stop relying only on
ourselves. With prayer, we become more
aware of God’s presence and we accept
our own limits. We don’t have to do
everything ourselves, because we realise
that we can’t do everything anyway.

Question
How does patience stop me from
controlling other people?

Prayer

Lord, help me to rely on you
more than on myself.

| Growing in Grace

Slowly, we learn how to trust God. This is
particularly true when we come face-to-
face with our own moral weaknesses.
Without patience, we feel the terrible
burden of trying to sort out our lives all
by ourselves. Finally, we come to accept
that our growth in the moral life is a
gradual coming to life, a growing in
grace. Jesus taught the parable of the
seed that grows without the farmer
knowing how,

The earth produces of itself, first the
stalk, then the head, then the full grain
in the head. (Mk 4:28)

This is how we ourselves grow morally,
once we have allowed the Lord into our
lives and have opened ourselves up to
the Holy Spirit. Our battle with sin
becomes less my struggle and more my
openness to being led by the Spirit as
she brings new life.

Freedom From Control

Being patient with God and with
ourselves also helps us to interact with
others more patiently. Because we have
accepted our own journey, we learn to be
more accepting of the journey of others.
They may not be where we think they
should be, but we see in the life of grace
that their journey is personal to them,
and we have to let them take it, in the
way they themselves have decided.

Patience stops me from trying to control
other people on my terms. Not only do I
learn to walk the extra mile with them, I
may also give them the freedom to take
another path. Such wisdom does not
happen all at once, we need to go the full
course, we need to allow every season to
bring its own fruit. B



