’I'hi;d -Sunday of Lent, Year B 3 Mar 2024
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

My eyes are always onthe Lord,

for he rescues my feet from the snare.
Turnto me and have mercy on me,
for 1 am alone and poor.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so

prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: Youwere sentto heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest: You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

FIRST READING Exodus 20:f-17
[Shorter form: Exodus 20:1-3,7-8,12-17 <03}
A reading from the Book of Exodus:
44 God spoke all these words. He said, “l am the

Lord your God who brought you out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

“You shall have no gods except me. »»

“You shall not make yourself a carved image or
any likeness of anything in heaven or on earth
beneath or in the waters under the earth; you shatl
not bow down to them or serve them. For |, the Lord
your God, am a jealous God and | punish the father's
fault in the sons, the grandsons, and the great-
grandsons of those who hate me; butl show kindness
to thousands of those who love me and keep my
commandments.

"You shall not utter the name of the lord your
God to misuse it, for the Lord will not leave unpunished
the man who utters his name to misuse it.

“Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.” »»
For six days you shall labour and do all your work,
but the seventh day is a Sabbath for the Lord your
God. You shall do no work that day, neither you nor
your son nor your daughter nor your servants, men
or women, nor your animals, nor the stranger who
lives with you. For in six days the Lord made the
heavens and the earth and the sea and all that these
hold, but on the seventh day he rested; thatis why the
Lord has blessed the Sabbath and made it sacred.

4(“Honour your father and your mother so that
you may have a long life in the land that the Lord
your God has given to you;.

“You shall notkill.

“You shall not commit adultery.

“You shall not steal.

“You shall not bear false witness against your

neighbour.

“Your shall not covet your neighbour’s house.

You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife,

or his servant, man or woman, or his ox,

or his donkey, or anything that is his.” )
The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 18

' IRl You, Lord, have the message of eternal life.

[1] The law of the Lord is perfect,

itrevives the soul.

The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,

it gives wisdom to the simple. ............ +oo s[RI

[2] The precepts of the Lord are right,

they gladden the heart.

The command of the Lord is clear,

itgives lighttotheeyes. ........ccovvviininnans [R]

|3] The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth

and allofthemijust. ..........ccoveveiinnenntn [R}
[4] They are more to be desired than gold,

than the purest of gold

and sweeter are they than honey,

than honeyfromthecomb. ................... R]

SECOND READING I Corinthians 1:22-25

Areading from the firstletter of St Paul to the Corinthians:
While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks
look for wisdom, here are we preaching a crucified
Christ; to the Jews an obstacle that they cannot get
over, to the pagans madness, but to those who have
been called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a
Christ who is the power and the wisdom of God. For
God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God's weakness is stronger than human strength.
The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

| am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord,
whoever believes in me will never die.

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

GOSPEL John 2:13-25

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Johr:
People: Glorytoyou, OLord.

lust before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to
Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people
selling cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money
changers sitting at their counters there. Making a
whip out of some cord, be drove them all out of the
Temple, cattle and sheep as well, scattered the
money changers’ coins, knocked their tables over
and said to the pigeon-sellers, “Take all this out of
here and stop turning my Father’s house into a
market.” Then his disciples remembered the words
of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. The
lews intervened and said, “What sign can you show
us to justify what you have done?” Jesus answered,
“Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days | will raise
itup.” The Jews replied, “Ithas taken forty-six years
to build this sanctuary: are you goingto raise it up in
three days?” But he was speaking of the sanctuary
that was his body, and when lesus rose from the
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said
this, and they believed the scripture and the words
he had said.

During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover
many believed in his name when they saw the signs
that he gave, but Jesus knew them all and did not
trust himself to them; he never needed evidence
about any man; he could tell what a man had in him.
The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Stand)

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

{At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary’, all bow)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
kit SIT i

PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest: The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest: Liftup your hearts.

People: Weliftthem up to the Lord.

Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itisrightand just.

SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...

- KNEEL i

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)
Priest  The Mystery of Faith.

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest BeholdtheLamb...
People: Lord, | am not worthy
thatyou should enter under my roof,

but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The sparrow finds a home,

and the swallow a nest for her young:

by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they who dwell in your house,

for ever singing your praise.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

As we receive the pledge

of things yet hidden in heaven

and are nourished while still on earth

with the Bread that comes from on high,

we humbly entreat you, 0 Lord,

that what is being brought about in us in mystery
may come to irue completion.

Through Christ our Lord.

-
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In the past, it was normal for
every child in primary school

to learn the Ten Command-
ments. In each of the Gospels
of Matthew, Mark and Luke
(called “The Synoptic
Gospels”) the Lord Jesus says
that the first and greatest
commandment of all is to:

“Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all
your strength and with all
your mind.” (Luke 10:27

As a child, I skipped quickly
over this commandment as |
thought it was all very
obvious and, therefore, not
very interesting.

I thought to myself:

“We are meant to love God.
That's to be expected.

But what about the other
commandments?

What about the things we are
not supposed to do?”

For some reason, those
commandments seemed much
more interesting because there
is always something more
intriguing about what is
forbidden than what is

our duty to do.

Summary

The vision of God face-to-
face will fulfil the deepest
desires of every human heart.

The first commandment can
seem like an impossible
task for the ordinary
person.

The Temple can be
understood as an image of
the human soul.

The First Commandment

Listening to the First Commandment as
an adult, however, brings a fresh
perspective and a more profound
understanding of its importance. Every
creature in heaven — every angel and
every human being — spends all of

eternity worshipping God with all of their
being. This makes the true meaning of the

first commandment much clearer.

The first commandment describes our
ultimate destiny — the very purpose for
which each one of us was created. The
vision of God, face-to-face, will fulfil the
deepest desires of every human heart.
This is the central belief of our faith and
the one on which all our hopes of
happiness depend.

The Bar is High

While we live on earth, however, it's easy
to forget this astonishing fact because our
intelligence is darkened and our wills are

weakened by sin. The first commandment

seems like an impossible task for an
ordinary person, so we imagine that it
only applies to the saints, and
consequently, we ignore it as an
unachievable goal.

Question

If money does not lead us to
happiness, then what does?

Prayer

Lord, hielp me to see that the
pursuit of wealth is worthless.

Therefore, in the hope of finding
happiness, we set our hearts on things
that are not God. The bible wisely calls
these things ‘idols’ because it recognises
that they are false gods that easily take the
place of the one true God.

Chief among these idols is the idol of
money or material riches. The Lord calls
this idol ‘mammon’ and reminded His
disciples that they cannot serve both God
and mammon. The story of the rich young
man who could not give up his wealth to
follow Christ (Mt 19:22), teaches us that the
idol of mammon is incapable of making
us truly happy.

The Temple

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus Christ
arrives in the Temple in Jerusalem and sees
that it had been defiled by the money-
changers who had more concern for their
material wealth than for their love of God.
In this story, the Temple is understood as
an image of the human soul, insofar as both
are the dwelling place of God ... where
God is worshipped “in spirit and in truth”
(John 4:23). However, the money-changers set
their hearts upon acquiring wealth, and so
forgot about the true purpose of their lives.

As we journey through life, the Lord tries
to detach our hearts from things that
ultimately have little value and will one
day return to dust. Through our daily
prayer the Lord teaches us how to be
truly wise and how to see the real value
of heavenly treasures — in comparison to
the passing value of this world’s riches.
He encourages us to look to the things of
heaven rather than those of earth,
conscious that where our treasure is, there
will our heart be also (Luke 12:34).



Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden - Sunday 3 March 2024

Rev Sean O’Neill PP (02837531246)

kdmparish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 4'" March — Sunday 10" March 2024

The three Churches will close at 4pm each evening during the
Winter Months.
(except when Adoration & Evening Mass is on)
KEADY
Monday Novena Mass 7pm Mass for living on Parish Mass Card List.
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 10am
Vigil Mass Saturday 6.30pm
Sunday Mass 11.30am
Adoration Monday & Friday 3-6pm

DERRYNOOSE

Mass Thursday 7pm

Mass Sunday at 10am

Adoration before Thursday Mass

MADDEN

Mass Tuesday 7pm

Mass Sunday 9am

Adoration before Tuesday Mass

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:

LATELY DECEASED

Maureen Deveney - St. Matthews Estate,

MONTHS MEMORY

James Kavanagh — Sunday 3rd March, Keady 11.30am

Peggy Sharkey - Sunday 3rd March, Keady 11.30am

Noel Geary — Sunday 3™ March, Keady 11.30am

Evelyn Loughlin nee McArdle — Tuesday 19'" March Madden 7pm

GRAVEYARD POLICY — The graveyard policy which is the policy for all 3
graveyards in this parish is available to view on our web page and in the
church porches.

PARKING AROUND ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, KEADY

We appeal to those using the grounds at St. Patrick’s Church, Keady to be
mindful that the area should only be used for parking for attending
Mass/Ceremonies and available to BLUE BADGE HOLDERS only. We
appreciate your co-operation.

WEEKLY SUNDAY ENVELOPE -Envelopes & Loose £3010 Pay Pal £70.30
Standing Orders £112 Total £ 3192.30 . Thank you for your continued
support

follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (02837600820)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

Lenten Confessions in St Patrick’s High School on Tuesday 5™ March

Confirmation Retreat on Tuesday 5" and Wednesday 6™ March in the
Parochial Hall

First Confession in Derrynoose on Thursday 7" March
First Confession in Madden on Friday 8" March

First Confession for St Francis PS on Thursday 14" March
First Confession for Clea PS on Friday 15" March

First Confession for Darkley PS on Friday 22" March

Talk for Parents of First Communion children.
will take place in St Patrick’s High School on Tuesday 19* March at 7.00pm
Parents/Guardians are asked to please attend.

Morning Prayer

God of my life, 1 welcome this new day.

It is Your gift to me, the first day of the rest of my life.

| thank You for the gift of being alive this morning. | thank You for the sleep
which has refreshed me. | thank You for the chance to begin life all over again.
Lord, this day is full of promise and of opportunity.

Help me to waste none of it.

This day is full of mystery and of the unknown.

Help me to face it without fear or anxiety.

This day is full of beauty and adventure.

Help me to be fully alive to it all.

During this day, may | become a more thoughtful person,

a more prayerful, generous and kind person.

Help me not to be turned in on myself,

but to be sensitive and helpful to others.

When night comes, may | look back upon this day without regrets,
and may no one be unhappy because of anything

| have done or said or anything | have failed to do.

Lord, bless this day for me and for all of us.

Make it a day in which we grow more like Your Son,

our Lord Jesus Christ.

Lord Jesus Christ, friend and brother, may we know You more clearly,
love You more dearly, and follow You more nearly, day by day. Amen

VISITATION Any parishioner who would welcome a visit or would like a house blessing
is asked to contact the parish office info@keadyparish.net
to arrange.

RIGHT TO LIFE — Help support a pro-life amendment bill. There are postcards in the
Church, and we ask that you sign these and return them to your MP.

https://keadyparish.net/

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (02837531242)

info@keadyparish.net

WALK WITH ME - A Journey of Prayer for Lent 2024 available from sacristies.
EASTER MASS CARDS - Available from Parish Office, Local volunteers, and Sacristies.

PARISH DRAW Please contact Fr O’Neill 37531246 or Nuala 37531242 if interested in
helping.

PARISH DRAW WINNERS FEBRUARY 2023- Congratulations to:

15T prize £1,000 No 119 A Lennon- Keady 2" Prize £500 No 253 S Makem —
Derrynoose 3" Prize £300 No 272 S Crockrin — Keady , 4" Prize £150 No 760 M & S
McParland- Keady . £1000 for fully paid up members draw winner No 726 N Murray —
Derrynoose. A sincere thank you to everyone who has helped in any way with the
continued success of The Parish Draw.

AUTHORIZED PARISH DRAW SELLERS 2024-2025

Keady/Clea/Darkley - Ann Irwin, Briege McGleenan, Micheal Fletcher,

Kevin Mone, Kathleen Hatzer Emma-Jayne McKernan, Helen Loughran,

Hilary Nugent, Myra Cassidy, Carmel Mone, Mary B Mone, Gary Farrell,

Lily McGuinness, Rose Murray, Kathleen McGurgan, Margaret McGuinness, Tony
Hughes, Pat Digby. Derrynoose - Roseanne Murphy, Marie Carberry, Rita Keenan
Jimmy Hughes, Anne Conlon, Mary O’Neill, Lily Jordan, Sean McNally, Elaine
McGuigan, Geraldine McGinnity. Madden - Claire Hughes, Eileen Maguire, Francie
Smith, Lorraine Grimley, Eilish Grimley, Anne O'Reilly, Noella Murray, Paul Grimley,
Stephen McKenna, Patricia Smyth, Margaret King.

We appreciate all the efforts our volunteer sellers make every month; Sellers are
entered into the sellers’ prize draw if they sell 5 or more tickets.

We hope more parishioners will volunteer to help sell tickets in their area. Please
contact Nuala in the parish office if you are willing to help.

SOUTHERN AREA HOSPICE SERVICES are delighted to launch their 2024 Camino
walking trips and are looking for participants to join them on the French Way in May
and July. Participants will take on the challenge of walking 113km which begins in
Sarria and ends in the beautiful city that is to Santiago de Composteia to help raise
funds for Hospice services. Trips will take place from 1%t — 8" May 2024 and again on
the 1%t — 8" July 2024. To register your interest please contact Emma on 028 3026
7711 or email mcgiverne@southernareahospiceservices.org

CLIMB CROAGH PATRICK IN MEMORY OF FR BRIAN WHITE

The parish staff will join with the family of the late Fr Brian White on Monday 5" May
to climb Croagh Patrick. We have 25 people interested and would love to see more so
we can orgainse a bus. 33 is maximum for bus. Please contact Nuala 02837531242 or
info@keady parish.net

TROCAIRE- This year Trécaire’s Lenten campaign focuses on the country of Malawi,
Africa. Malawi is one of the least developed countries in the world and has been badly
affected by climate change. In the Machinga district, Malita and her family must make
a one-hour trip up to five times a day to collect water. Please support Trécaire in
helping communities develop sustainable access to clean, safe and reliable water
supplies by taking home a Trécaire box today or going to: www.trocaire.org.

Please take home a Trécaire box

PIONEER COUNCIL MEETING on Tuesday 5th March in Vincents Keady at 6pm

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



