Rev Se4n O’Neill PP (02837531246)

kdmparish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 25" March — Sunday 31% March 2024

The three Churches will close at 4pm each evening
during the Winter Months.

(except when Adoration & Evening Mass is on)
KEADY
Monday Novena Mass 7pm
Tuesday & Wednesday Mass 10am
Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7pm & 9pm Night Prayer
Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 3pm
Easter Vigil Saturday 7.00pm *** Please note later time
Easter Sunday Mass 11.30am
Adoration Monday 3pm to 6pm

DERRYNOOSE

Thursday Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7pm

Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 7pm
Easter Sunday Mass 10am

MADDEN

Tuesday Mass 7pm

Good Friday Stations of the Cross & Veneration 7pm
Easter Sunday Mass 9am

Adoration Tuesday 6pm to 7pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Tamm Donnelly — Ard na Griene

Colm Nugent-Coventry formerly Lower Darkley.
MONTHS MEMORY

Maureen Deveney — Saturday 23" March Keady 6.30pm
Michael Mackin — Sunday 31t March Derrynoose 10am
Gerard Rafferty — Sunday 7t April Keady 11.30am

GRAVEYARD POLICY

The graveyard policy which is the policy for all 3 graveyards in this
parish is available to view on our web page and in the church
porches.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (02837600820)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

Holy k

CHRISM MASS

The Archbishop, along with the clergy of the diocese, will celebrate the Chrism
Mass on Wednesday, 27%" March at 7.00 p.m. in St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Armagh. All are welcome. In particular, an invitation to attend is extended to
families and schools in the diocese with children who will make their
Confirmation this year. The Mass is also available via Armagh Parish Cathedral
webcam at www.armaghparish.net.

CONFESSIONS FOR EASTER

Keady Monday 7.30pm, Tuesday & Wednesday 10.30am
Madden Tuesday 7.30pm

Derrynoose Thursday 7.45pm

EASTER TRIDUUM

Holy Thursday

Keady 7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper & 9pm Night Prayer
Derrynoose 7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday

Keady 3pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Madden 7pm Stations of the Cross & Veneration
Derrynoose 7pm Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday

Keady 7pm Easter Vigil ** Note later time

Easter Sunday

Madden 9am Derrynoose 10am Keady 11.30am

EASTER MASS CARDS
Available from Parish Office, Local volunteers, and Sacristies.

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden - Sunday 24™ March 2024

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (02837531242)

info@keadyparish.net

PALM SUNDAY recalls the story in Christian
Scripture of Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, greeted
by people waving palm branches.

1t is a reminder for Christians to welcome Jesus
into their hearts and to be willing to follow him.
Palm Crosses which are blessed are available at
the front of the altar after Mass.

SUNDAY ENVELOPE -Keady, Derrynoose & Madden Parish No 1
Sort Code 90-22-90. Account 40693868

DUES -Keady, Derrynoose & Madden Parish

Sort Code 90-22-90 Account No 68395205

SUNDAY 18" March ENVELOPE COLLECTION-
Envelope & Loose £2866.88, Standing Orders £68
Sumup £20 Total £2954.88

ST. PATRICK’S DAY COLLECTION

Total Collected £1991.00

NEW PARISH ENVELOPES During the Month of March, the Parish Office will
begin to prepare the Sunday Envelope for distribution. We will leave the
Envelopes in the Church Porches and we ask that you take home YOUR box.
If you require a new set of envelopes, please contact Nuala in the office
02837531242 or email the office to info@keadyparish.net.

KEADY & DISTRICT LOURDES COMMITTEE

Palm Sunday Walk Today Sunday 24" March at 3pm — Around St. Patrick’s
High School Pitch. In Memory of The Late Brendan McKernan. Contact Cecial
Greene to give a donation.

SAVE THE DATE

For one night only Saturday 20th April, our four codes are coming together to
host an amazing fundraiser and first of its kind in Keady, “Keady GAA Presents
Family Fortunes;” the gameshow we all know and love, with a local Keady
twist. All funds raised will go directly towards our field development fund,
benefiting our entire GAA community.

Ticket information to follow.

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



The Mass

Passion Sunday, Year B 24 Mar 2024

OSPEL Mark 14:1-15:47

(N=Narrator: J=Jesus; 0=0ther Speaker; C=crowd)

The passion of our Lord Jesus
Christaccording to Mark:

N/ It was two days before the
Passover and the feast of
Unleavened Bread, and the chief
priests and scribes were looking
for a way to arrest lesus by some
trick and have him put to death.
For they said,
C/ Itmustnotbe during the festivities,
or there will be a disturbance
among the people.

N/ Jesus was at Bethany in the
house of Simon the leper; he was
atdinner when a womancamein
with an alabaster jar of very
costly olntment, pure nard. She
broke the jar and poured the
ointment on his head. Some who
were there sald to one another
indignantly,

C/ Why this waste of ointment?
Ointment like this could have
been sold for over three
hundred denarii and the money
givento the poor;

N/ ... and they were angry with
her. But Jesus said,

1/ Leave her alone. Why are
you upsetting her? What she has
done for me is one of the good
works. You have the poor with
you always and you can be kind
to them whenever you wish, but
you will not always have me.
She has done what was in her
power to do; she has anointed
my body beforehand for its
burial. | tell you solemnly,
wherever through-out all the

world the Good News is
proclaimed, what she has done
will be told also, in
remembrance of her,

N/ Judas Iscariot, one of the
Twelve, approached the chief
priests with an offer to hand
lesus over to them. They were
delighted to hear it, and
promised to give him money;
and he looked for a way of
betraying him when the
opportunity should occur. On the
first day of Unleavened Bread,
when the Passover lamb was
sacrificed, his disciples said to
him,
€/ Where do you want us to go and
make the preparations for youto
eatthe passover?

N/ So he sent two of his
disciples, saying to them,

J/  Go into the city and you will
meet a man carrying a pitcher of
water. Follow him, and say to the
owner of the house which he
enters, The Master says: Where is
my dining room in which | can eat
the passover with my disciples?
He will show you a large upper
room furnished with couches, all
prepared. Make the preparations
forus there.
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N/ The disciples set out and
went to the city and found
everything as he had told them,
and prepared the Passover.
When evening came he arrived
with the Twelve. And while they
were at table eating, Jesus said,
1/ 1 tell you solemnly, one of
you is about to betray me, one of
you eating with me.

N/ They were distressed and
asked him, one after another,

0/ Notl, surely?

N/ He said to them,

J/ Itis one of the Twelve, one
who is dipping into the same dish
with me. Yes, the Son of Man is
going to his fate, as the
scriptures say he will, but alas
for that man by whom the Son of
Man is betrayed! Better for that
man if he had never been born!
N/ And as they were eating he
took some bread, and when he
had said the blessing he broke It
and gave itto them, saying,

}/  Take it this is my body.

N/ Then he took a cup, and
when he had returned thanks he
gave it to them, and all drank
from it, and he saoid to them,

)/ This is my blood, the blood
of the covenant, which is to be
poured out for many. | tell you
solemnly, | shall not drink any
more wine until the day I drink
the new wine in the kingdom of
God.

N/ After psalms had been sung
they left for the Mount of Olives.
And Jesus said to them,

J/  You will all lose faith, for the
scripture says, ‘I shall strike the
shepherd and the sheep will be
scattered’. However after my
resurrection | shall go before
you to Galilee.

N/ Petersaid,

0/ Evenifall lose faith, | will not.
N/ And Jesus said to him,

1/ Itell you solemnly, this day,
this very night, before the cock
crows twice, you will have
disowned me three times.

N/ But he repeated still more
earnestly,

0/ Iflhave to die with you, | will
never disown you.

N/ And they all said the same.
They came to a small estate
called Gethsemane, and lesus
said to his disciples,

)/ Stay here while | pray.

N/ Then he took Peter and
James and John with him. And a
sudden fear came over him, and
great distress. And he said to
them,

1/ My soul is sorrowful to the
point of death. Wait here, and
keep awake.

N/ And going on a little further
he threw himself on the ground
and prayed that, if it were
possible, this hour might pass
him by. He said,

1/ Abba (Father)! Everything is
possible for you. Take this cup
away from me. But let it be as
you, not I, would have it.

N/ He came back and found them
sleeping, and he said to Peter,

J/ Simon, are you asleep? Had
you not the strength to keep
awake one hour? You should be
awake, and praying not to be put
to the test. The spirit is willing but
the flesh is weak.

N/ Again he went away and
prayed, saying the same words.
And once more he came back
and found them sleeping, their
eyes were 5o heavy; and they
could find no answer for him. He
came back a third time and said
to them,

1/ You can sleep on now and
take your rest. Itis all over, The
hour has come. Now the Son of
Man is to be betrayed into the
hands of sinners. Get up! Let us
go! My betrayer is close at hand
already.

N/ Even while he was still
speaking, ludas, one of the
Twelve, came up with a number
of men armed with swords and
clubs, sent by the chief priests

and the scribes and the elders.
Now the traitor had arranged a
signal with them. He had said,
0/ ‘Theonelkiss, heisthe man.
Take himin charge, and see he is
well guarded when you lead him
away.’
N/ So when the traitor came, he
went straight up to Jesus and sald,
0/ Rabbi!
N/ and kissed him. The others
seized him aend took him in
charge. Then one of the
bystanders drew his sword and
struck out at the high priest’s
servant, and cut off his ear. Then
lesus spoke,
}/  Am | a brigand that you had
to set oul to capture me with
swords and clubs? | was among
you teaching in the Temple day
after day and you never laid
hands on me. But this is to fulfil
the scriptures,
N/ And they all deserted him
and ran away. Ayoung man who
followed hin had nothing on but
a linen cloth, They caught hold of
hirn, but he left the cloth in their
hands end ran away naked. They
ted Jesus off to the high priest
and all the chief priests and the
elders and the scribes
assembled there. Pefer had
followed him at a distance, right
into the high priest’s palace, and
wos sitling with the attendants
warming himself at the fire, The
chief priests and the whole
Sanhedrin were looking for
evidence ageinst Jesus on which
ihey might poss the death-
sentence, But they could not find
any. Several, indeed, brought
folse evidence ngainst him, but
their evidence was conflicting.
Some stood up end submitted
this false evidence against him,
C/ Weheard him say, 'l am going to
destroy this Temple made by
human hands, and in three days
build another, nol made by
human hands’.

N/ But even on this point their
evidence was conflicting. The
high priest then stood up before
the whole assembly and put this
question to Jesus,

0/ Haveyou no answer to that?
What is this evidence these men
are bringing against you?

N/ But he was silent and made
no answer at all. The high priest
put a second question to him,

0/ Are you the Christ the Son of
the Blessed One?

N/ Jesus said,

J/ | am, and you will see the
Son of Man seated at the right
hand of the Power and coming
with the clouds of heaven.

N/ The high priest tore his
robes, and said,

0/ What need of witnesses have
we now? You heard the btasphemy.
What is your finding?

N/ And they all gave their
verdict he deserved to die.
Some of them started spitting at
him and, blindfolding him,
began hitting him with their fists
and shouting,

C/ Playthe prophet!

N/ And the attendants rained
blows on him. While Peter was
down below in the courtyard,
one of the high-priest’s servant-
girls came up. She saw Peter
warming himself there, stared at
him and said,

0/ You too were with Jesus, the
man from Nazareth.

N/ Buthe deniedit, saying

0/ |1do not know, | do not under-
stand what you are talking about.
N/ And he went out into the
forecourt. The servant-girl saw

him and again started telling the

bystanders,

G/ This fellow is one of them.

N/ But he again denied it. A

little later the bystanders

themselves said to Peter,

C/ You are one of them for sure!
Why, you are a Galilean.

N/ But he started calling curses
on himself and swearing,

0/ 1 do not know the man you
speak of.

N/ At that moment the cock
crew for the second time, and
Peter recalled how Jesus had
said to him, ‘Before the cock
crows twice, you will have
disowned me three times’. And
he burst into tears. First thing in
the morning, the chief priest
together with the elders and
scribes, In short the whole
Sanhedrin, had their plan ready.
They had Jesus bound and took
him away and handed him over
to Pilate. Pilate questioned him,

0/ Areyouthe king of the Jews?
N/ He answered,

I/ Itisyouwhosayit.

N/ And the chief priests brought
many accusetions ogainst him.
Pilate questioned him again,

0/ Haveyounoreplyatall?See
how many accusations they are
bringing agalinst you!

N/ But to Pilate’s amazement,
Jesus made no further reply. At
festival time Pilate used to
release a prisoner for them,
anyone they asked for. Now a
man called Barabbas was thenin
prison with the rioters who had
committed murder during the
uprising. When the crowd went
up and began to ask Pilate the
customary  favour, Pilate
answered them,

0/ Do you want me to release
for you the king of the Jews?

N/ For he realised it was out of
jealousy that the chief priests
had handed Jesus over. The chief
priests, however, had incited the
crowd to demand that he should
release Barabbas for them
instead. Then Pilate spoke again.
0/ Butinthatcase, whatamlto
do with the man you call king of
the lews?

N/ They shouted back.

€/ Crucify him!

N/ Pilate asked them,

0/ Why?What harm has he done?
N/ Butthey shouted all the louder,
C/ Crucily him!

N/ So Pilate, anxious to placate
the crowd, released Barabbas
for them and, having ordered
Jesus to be scourged, handed
him over to be crucified. The
soldiers led him away to the
inner part of the palace, that is,
the Praetorium, and catled the
whole cohort together. They
dressed him up in purple,
twisted some thorns into a crown
and putiton him. And they began
saluting him,

C/ Hail, king of the Jews!

N/ They struck his head with a
reed and spat on him; and they
went down on their knees to do
him homage. And when they had
finished making fun of him, they
took off the purple and dressed
him in his own clothes. They led
him out to crucify him. They
enlisted a passer-by, Simon of
Cyrene, father of Alexander and
Rufus, who was coming in from
the country, to carry his cross.
They brought Jesus to the place
calited Golgotha, which means the
place of the skull. They offered
him wine mixed with myrrh, but
he refused it. Then they crucified
him, and shared out his ctothing,

casting lots to decide whal each
should get. It was the third hour
when they crucified him. The
inscription giving the charge
against him read: ‘The King of the
lews.” And they crucified two
robbers with him, one on his right
and one on his left. The passers-
by jeered at him; they shook their
heads and said,

C/ Aha! So you would destroy the
Temple and rebuild it in three
days! Then save yourself: come
down from the cross!

N/ The chief priests and the
scribes mocked him among
themselves in the same way.
They said,

C/ He saved others, he cannot save
himself. Let the Christ, the king of
Israel, come down from the cross
now, for usto seeitand believe.

N/ Even those who were
crucified with him taunted him.
When the sixth hour came there
was darkness over the whole
tand until the ninth hour. And at
the ninth hour. Jesus cried out in
a loud voice,

)/ EloiEloi, lamasabachthani?.
N/ This means ‘My God, my God,
why have you deserted me?
When some of those who stood
by heard this, they said,

C/ Listen, heiscallingonElijah.

N/ Someone ran and soaked a
sponge in vinegar and, putting it
on a reed, gave it him to drink,
saying,

0/ Wait and see if Elijah will
come to take him down.

N/ But Jesus gave a loud cry
and breathed his last.

All kneel and pause a moment.

N/ And the veil of the Temple
was torn in two from top to
bottom. The centurion, who was
standing in front of him, had seen
how he had died, and he said,

0/ In truth this man was a son
of God.

N/ There were some women
watching from a distance.
Among them were Mary of
Magdala, Mary who was the
mother of James the younger,
and Joset, and Salome. These
used to follow him and look after
him when he was in Galilee. And
there were many other women
there who had come up to
Jerusalem with him.

It was now evening, and since it
was Preparation Day (that is the
vigil of the sabbath), there came
Joseph of Arimathaea, a
prominent member of the
Council, who himself lived in the
hope of seeing the kingdom of
God, and he boldly went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus.
Pilate, astonished that he should
have died so soon, summoned
the centurion and enquired if he
was already dead. Having been
assured of this by the centurion,
he granted the corpse to Joseph
who brought a shroud, took
Jesus down from the cross,
wrapped him in the shroud and
laid him in a tomb which had
been hewn out of the rock. He
then rolled a stone against the
entrance to the tomb. Mary of
Magdala and Mary the mother of
Joset were watching and took
note of where he was laid.
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The Cross of
Christ

German theologian, Martin
Kaceler, described the gospels
as “accounts of the death of

Jesus, preceded by long
introductions.”

The essential Christian
proclamation is,

“Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.”

Our primary interest in
Christ is the manner of his
death, and that God raised

him from death, giving us the
hope of rising with him.

The cross of Christ has been a
potent symbol throughout
the ages. Its vertical axis, it
is said, joins heaven and
earth, and its horizontal axis
joins all ages and races of
humankind; everything meets
in the broken body of Christ.

Summary
The primary Christian
interest in Christ is the
manner of his death, and
that God has raised him
from death, giving us the
hope of rising with him.

Question

Why does it take a crucified
Church to bring a crucified
Christ before the eyes of the
world?

Prayer

Lord, help me to follow
your narrow way.

LE

Series: The Seasons; Passion Sunday, Year B; 24 Mar 2024

The Christian faith, without the Cross, is
nothing. The Cross tells us that our
goodness is not good enough — we cannot
‘achieve’ God by our own efforts; that
would be to possess God as a sort of
ornament on a life of achievement. Our
ego would indeed love to do this, and it is
always ready to imagine that it has, in
fact, done so.

A popular writer of spiritual books —
books that never mention the Cross of
Christ — said in an interview that, for him,
the Cross was like a question-mark, or a
giant hook, reaching up to heaven for an
answer. Christ is not necessary to such a
spirituality, so it is well to explore only the
aesthetic aspects of the faith. However, 5t
Paul wrote: “we preach Christ crucified”
(1 Cor 1:23).

The Narrow Road

The grave is a narrow place, and to suffer
is distressing; but this is the narrow road
that leads to life. The Scriptures, first of
all, and then the saints and mystics, vouch
for this. First the narrow way, then the
opening out. Here are a few of the many
texts that illustrate this:

King David wrote,
He brought me forth into a large place. (Ps1819)

St Matthew wrote:
The gate is narrow and the road is hard
that leads to life. (Mt 7:14)

Meister Eckhart said,
“The more the soul is collected [focused],
the narrower she is, and the narrower, the
wider.”

Madame Guyon, the 18th-century French
mystic, wrote,
“How very narrow is the gate which leads
to a life in God! — and how little one must
be to pass through it; it is nothing else but
death to self! But when we have passed
through it, what enlargement we find!”

Her mentor, Bishop Fénelon, wrote,
“When we are faithful in instantly
dropping all superfluous and restless
reflections, which arise from a self-love
that is totally different from charity, we
shall be set in a large place even in the
midst of the strait and narrow path.”

He also wrote,
“We are in a narrow place, indeed, when
we are enclosed in self, but when we
emerge from that prison, and enter into the
immensity of God and the liberty of his
children, we are set at large.”

A Crucified Church

A Christianity without the Cross has
never worked, and it is never likely to. It
takes a crucified Church to bring a
crucified Christ before the eyes of the
world. B




