Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden — Sunday 22" December 2024

Rev Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmpatish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES

From Monday 23™ December - Sunday 29" December 2024
Al 3 Churches will close at 5pm in the Winter months

except when there is an evening Mass.

KEADY
Monday - Novena Mass on Monday 7pm
Tuesday - Christmas Eve Mass at 6.30pm (No 10am Mass)
Wednesday - Christmas Day Mass at 11.30am
Thursday - No Mass
Friday - Nuptial Mass at 12.30pm
Saturday — Nuptial Mass at 12 noon
Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday Mass 11.30am
Adoration Monday 3-6pm only
Confessions in Keady on this Saturday at 5.30pm
Monday at 9.30am & Monday 6.00pm

DERRYNOOSE
No Mass this Thursday
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN
No Mass this Tuesday
Sunday Mass 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Raymond Callaghan, Carbry Heights

Catherine Lauterpacht (nee Daly - Clay Road)

Months Memory

Delia Dougan - Sunday 22" December 11.30am
Rose McKenna - Sunday 29" December 11.30am
Molly Mallon- Monday 30" December 7.00pm

Baptisms dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any

of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 1% & 4% Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4pm

Madden 3™ Saturday at 4pm

Visitation Any parishioner who would like a house visit or house blessing
is welcome to contact the Parish Office or one of the priests.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

S ot A
Christmas Eve 24th Dec 2024

Keady 6.30pm
Madden 7pm
Derrynoose 8.30 pm

Christmas Day 25th Dec 2024

Madden 9am
Derrynoose 10am
Keady 11.30am

God, our Father, You sent your only Son as a little child
To love and save us. To our lives, he brings joy and peace, Justice,
mercy and love. Lord, bless all who look upon his manger;
May it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus and raise our thoughts

to him, who is God-with-us and Savior of all,
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Fill our homes with hospitality, joy, gentleness and thanksgiving

and guide our steps in the way of peace.

Wishing all parishioners a very happy and peaceful Christmas
Nollaig Shona Duit

Congratulations to Parish Draw December Winners.

1% Prize No 511 £1,000 K Magee - Keady, 2" Prize £500 No 313 M & F McCann
-Keady, 3™ Prize £300 No 272 B Casey- Keady, 4™ Prize £150 No 420 M McNally
— Derrynoose. Sellers Prizes L Jordan -Derrynoose, £25 E Maguire — Madden,
£25 C Mone- Clea.

Christmas Hamper Winners - NO 398 Bernard O’Neill (Snr), NO 277 John &
Roisin Burke, NO 513 Sheila Loughran, NO 678 Mary Larkin, NO 057 Fiona
Smyth, NO 502 Maria O’Connor, NO 238 Aine McCann, NO 536 Una Shortt,

NO 255 Michael & Carmel Connolly, NO 224 Seamus & Frances McElvanna.

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)
info@keadypatish.net

Mass Schedule for week after Christmas
Monday 30" December 2024 — Sunday 5% January 2025
Monday — Novena Mass at 7pm
Tuesday — No Mass
Wednesday 1% January — Mass at 10am
Thursday — No Mass
Friday — Mass at 10am
Saturday Mass at 6.30pm
Sunday Mass 11.30am
Adoration Friday only 3pm to 5pm

DERRYNOOSE
No Mass this Thursday
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN
No Mass this Tuesday
Sunday Mass 9am

A Joint Christmas Message from the Archbishops of Armagh

The Christmas story as we will encounter it at Midnight worship on Christmas
Eve, or on Christmas morning, will include the words “...and the light shines in
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” Before the invention of either
printing or the spread of literacy, those words would have been heard by
believers rather than read by them. Perhaps in modern terms they might even
be called “a spoiler” because it’s as if the writer or editor of John’s Gospel
doesn’t want people to have to wait until the end of the drama to know the
outcome of what it means for the world and for the believer when Word
became flesh.

And the outcome is that the Father’s love follows Jesus into the darkness of the
world and that light has the last word and not darkness.

“The hope-filled Canticle of Zechariah, which is prayed at Lauds every morning,
speaks of the dawn from on high “breaking” upon us, “to shine on those who
dwell in darkness and the shadow of death”. At Christmas time we should
never forget that this same light guides our feet “into the way of peace”. The
light of Christ breaks into our daily routine, just as it did for the watchful
shepherds and wandering Magi on the first Christmas night. Our responsibility
is to pass it on, as if to say in the words of 1 John 1:5 “This is the message we
have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him is no
darkness.”

We are called to ensure that the light of Bethlehem continues to stream out
across the world, from Gaza to Ukraine, from Sudan to Syria, and on into our
own homes, communities and workplaces across the island of Ireland. Where
hatred, war and violence abound, the world falls deeper and deeper into
darkness. Where the light of Christ is shared, love and peace shall be found”.
(full message on parish facebook page)

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year C; 22nd Dec 2024

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Stand)

Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: You were sentto heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy. .
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest. You are seated atthe right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

Pour forth, we beseech you, 0 Lord,
your grace into our hearts,
that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son
was made known by the message of an Angel,
may by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

hgg SIT ppi

FIRST READING Micah 5:1-4

A reading from the prophet Micah:
The Lord says this:

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
the least of the clans of Judah,
out of you will be born for me
the one who is to rule over Israel;
his origin goes back to the distant past,
to the days of old.
The Lord is therefore going to abandon them
till the time when she who is to give birth gives birth.
Then the remnant of his brothers will come back
to the sons of Israel.
He will stand and feed his flock
with the power of the Lord,
with the majesty of the name of his God.
They will live secure,
for from then on he will extend his power
to the ends of the land.
He himself will be peace.
The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 79

[R] God of hosts, bring us back;
let your face shine onus
and we shall be saved.

[1] 0 shepherd of Israel, hear us,

shine forth from your cherubim throne.

0 Lord, rouse up your might,

Olord, cometoourhelp...........covuivvinn. [R}

|2] God of hosts, turn again, we implore,

look down from heaven and see.

Visit this vine and protect it,

the vine your right hand has planted. .......... [R]

[3] May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.

And we shall never forsake you again;

give us life that we may call upon your name. ..[R]

SECOND READING Hebrews 10:5-10

A reading from the lefter to the Hebrews:
This is what Christ said, on coming into the world:

You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation,
prepared a body for me.

You took no pleasure

in holocausts or sacrifices for sin;

then | said,

just as | was commanded in the scroll of the book,
“God, here 1 am! | am coming to obey your will.”

Notice that he says first You did not want what the
Law lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the
sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the
sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them;
and then he says: Here | am! | am coming to obey
your will, He is abolishing the first sort to replace it
with the second. And this will was for us to be made
holy by the offering of his body made once and for all
by Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

Alleluia, alleluia!
| am the handmaid of the Lord:
let what you have said be done to me.

. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Luke 1:39-44

. Areading from the holy Gospel according to Luke:

People: Glorytoyou, O Lord.

Mary set out and went as quickly as she
could to a town in the hill country of Judah.
Shewentinto Zechariah's house and greeted
Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
She gave aloud cry and said, “Of all women
you are the most blessed, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb. Why should | be
honoured with a visit from the mother of my
Lord? For the moment your greeting reached
my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy.
Yes, blessed is she who believed that the
promise made her by the Lord would be
fuifilled.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praiseto you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (sit)

THE CREED (Stand)

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

{At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, all bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

1 confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
el SIT =i
PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest: The Lord be withyou.
People: And with your spirit.
Priest;  Liftup your hearts.

(Stand)

People: We liftthem up to the Lord.
Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Ris rightandjust.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
td HMEEL ppet
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest  The Mystery of Faith.

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest. Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Having received this pledge of eternal redemption,
we pray, almighty God,
that, as the feast day of our salvation draws ever nearer,
s0 we may press forward all the more eagerly
to the worthy celebration of the mystery of
your Son’s Nativity.
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Vol.46; No.56; Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year C; 22 Dec 2024;
Readings: Micah 5:1-4, Psalm 79, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-44;
Next Week: "The Holy Family".

Sat 21 Dec Peter Canisius : Sun 22 Dec Advent 4 : Mon 23 Dec
John of Kanty : Tue 24 Dec Christmas Eve : Wed 25 Dec
Christmas Day : Thu 26 Dec St Stephen : Fri 27 Dec St John :
Sat 28 Dec Holy Innocents : Sun 29 Dec Holy Family.

Series: The Saints : Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year C; 22nd December 2024

In this Sunday’s gospel, we
meet two pregnant mothers,
Mary and Elizabeth. One
was carrying the Son of God
in her womb; the other was
carrying “the one who shall
be called a prophet of God
the Most High.” It is an
exquisite moment of joy,
warmth and love. Malcolm
Guite Wrote

“Two women on the very
edge of things,

Unnoticed and unknown
to men of power.

But in their flesh

the hidden Spirit sings
And in their lives the buds
of blessing flower.”

(Malcolm Guite: “The Visitation”)

One of my favourite descriptions of
QOur Lady is “Shelter of the Word”. Tt
captures for me the essence of
motherhood - selflessness, giving life,
nurturing, protecting, caring. St Luke
tells us that when she heard the good
news about Elizabeth, “Mary arose and
went as quickly as she could.” Mary
must have been worried about what the
angel had told her. Yet, she put her own
needs and feelings aside and hurried
with joy in her heart to help her elderly
cousin.

The Welcome

Elizabeth was overwhelmed by the
arrival of Mary. The child in her womb
leapt for joy. The Holy Spirit empowered
her, and she saluted Mary as “most
blessed”, and affirmed “blessed is the
fruit of your womb”. In a certain sense
Elizabeth could be called “Shelter of the
Witness to the Light”. The name
“Elizabeth” means “God is bountiful”. In
their old age, God had blessed Elizabeth
and Zechariah with a child.

Our Role

Like Mary and Elizabeth, we need to be
alert, listening and attentive — watching
and waiting, responsive and grateful.
Like them, we are called to be shelters,

Elizabeth and Mary

to be people whose hearts and minds
are open and compassionate, forgiving
and understanding.

The Gift of Our Humanity

Reflecting on this profoundly moving
encounter between two graced and
blessed women gives us the
opportunity to give thanks for the
events and happenings which shelter
us, and give us life. We savour moments
of tenderness and closeness when we
feel loved and appreciated. We are
aware of the gift of our own humanity
which has graced and enriched us by
the sheltering and cradling of others.
With Mary, we can say, “The Almighty
has done great things for me.”

Summary
We savour moments of

tenderness and closeness when
we feel loved and appreciated.

With Mary, we can all say,

“The Almighty has done great
things for me.”

We arise and reach out to those
who need our help.

We are challenged
to examine honestly
how ready and
willing we are to
arise and go as
quickly as we can
and reach out to
those who need our
help and support.

Prayerful Silence

Today gives us the
opportunity to find
time to sit in
prayerful silence
with Elizabeth. We
allow her to open
our ears to the voice
of her prophetic
son, John, so that,
like him, we may be
a witness to the
Light. Mary — Shelter of the Word -
wants to embrace us, so that we may
come close to her Son, Emmanuel, our
brother. There is a lovely petition in this
Sunday’s Psalm:

God of hosts ...
visit this vine and protect it. (Psalm 79)

We ask Emmanuel to visit our hearts,
and homes during these final days of
Advent so that we may be ready to
celebrate his birthday with joy and
gratitude on Christmas day.

Here is a meeting made of hidden joys

Of lightenings cloistered in a narrow place

From quiet hearts the sudden flame of praise

And in the womb the quickening kick of grace.
(“The Visitation”, Malcolm Guite). W

Question

How do we allow St Elizabeth
to open our ears to the voice of
her prophetic son, John?

Prayer

Lord, visit our hearts, and
homes during these final days
of Advent.



