Parish Funeral Booklet

Please return to Parish Office



Page 2
Page 3-4
Page 5-9
Page 10-11
Page 12-16
Page 17
Page 18-20

Page 21

Contents

Introduction & Preparation information
Music suggestions

First readings

Responsorial Psalms

Second Readings & Gospel Acclamations
Prayers of the Faithful

Communion reflection (optional)

Parish Contact Information & Parish Hall Information
& Contact details



To those who are bereaved

To lose a spouse, parent, family member or close friend is surely one of the most
painful experiences we must endure in life. While nothing at this time can remove
the pain of loss, the Funeral Mass has a clear message of hope. The Readings,
Psalms and Communion Reflections that follow all convey compassion and hope.

The presence of people at a time of family bereavement may also be a wonderful
source of strength. It is the local community speaking not in words but by their
very presence.

The bereavement process for some is very prolonged, but for all it is intense. Our
prayers are never unmindful of your grief. We would feel privileged to be of help
in any way and at any time during your time of grief.

At a time, which is generally sad and emotional for the family and friends of the
deceased, we are ready and anxious to assist in any way possible.

*Arrangements for Church Liturgies are made with The Priest.

The Rite of Christian burial normally consists of
(1) Reception of Remains in Church,

(2) Funeral Liturgy in Mass

(3) Final commendation and burial.

We trust that you may find hope and solace in the Scriptures and in the poetry
contained in this resource. When human words crumble before the mysteries of
life and death, the eternal Word may provide an anchor for your hope. Please use
the extracts given here or any other extracts suitable to the occasion.

When we meet to prepare for your loved one’s funeral the Priest will be happy to
discuss with you any of the details of the funeral prayers and the Requiem Mass.

To help you prepare what follows is an order of Service / Mass

e Entrance Procession and Hymn

e Opening Words of Welcome from the Celebrant

e Symbols of Life (Optional)

e First Reading - you can choose from the resources in this booklet

e Psalm (Usually sung)

e Second Reading - you can choose from the resources in this booklet

e Alleluia Verse (Usually sung)

e Gospel - The priest normally will choose the gospel to compliment the
readings and music you have chosen



e Prayers of the Faithful (immediately after the homily) These should be
adapted to the circumstances of the deceased and made personal. One, two
or more readers may read the prayers.

e Offertory Procession (Two or more persons may take the gifts of bread and
wine)

e Communion Reflection - you can choose from the resources in this booklet

MUSIC FOR REQUIEM MASS

Music can add greatly to the meaningful celebration of a funeral. In the Church
itself, we use only religious music that has been written to enhance the liturgy.
These hymns can be used at various parts of the Requiem Mass. All music and
hymns chosen ought to be appropriate to a religious ceremony, reflecting our
Faith and the belief in the person of Jesus who walks with us on every step of life’s
journey. Please find below a detailed list of hymns and where they can be used
within the funeral liturgy.

Please note:

In our Parish Sunday Funerals will be held at the normal Sunday Mass times where
the Church Choir will be responsible for music. Please make direct contact with the
relevant choir director to confirm your choice of hymns.

St. Patrick’s Church, Keady: Pierce Fox 07708602399
St. Mochua’s Church, Derrynoose: Mary McBride 07921385800
St. Joseph's Church, Madden: Dermot McCusker 07801532266
Entrance:

Amazing Grace

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord
Be Thou My Vision

Christ Be Beside Me

Hail Queen of Heav’'n

How Great Thou Art

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky

I Watch The Sunrise

Nearer My God To Thee

You Shall Cross the Barren Desert

Psalm (if requested):

As The Deer

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky

The Lord’s My Shepherd (Crimond)
You Shall Cross the Barren Desert



Communion (please choose two):
Abide With Me

Amazing Grace

As The Deer

Be Still & Know (that I am God)

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord
Be Thou My Vision

Céad Mile Failte Romhat

Christ Be Beside Me

Hail Christ Our King (the “Keady Hymn")
Hail Redeemer, King Divine

Holy God We Praise Thy Name
How Great Thou Art

I am the Bread of Life (Toolan)

I Watch The Sunrise

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky
Immaculate Mary

Lady of Knock

Lord Jesus Christ (you have come to us)
Love Is His Word

My God Loves Me

Nearer My God To Thee

Soul of My Saviour

Sweet Heart of Jesus

Sweet Sacrament Divine

The Old Rugged Cross

You Shall Cross the Barren Desert

Recessional:

Amazing Grace

Hail Christ Our King (the “Keady Hymn")
Hail Queen of Heav’'n

How Great Thou Art

Nearer My God To Thee



Old Testament First Readings For Funeral Mass

1
A reading from the book of Wisdom (3:1-6.9)
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,
and no torment will ever touch them.
In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died,
and their departure was thought to be a disaster,
and their going from us to be their destruction;
but they are at peace.
For though in the sight of others they were punished,
their hope is full of immortality.
Having been disciplined a little,
they will receive great good,
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;
like gold in the furnace he tried them,
and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them.
Those who trust in him will understand truth,
and the faithful will abide with him in love,
because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones,
and he watches over his elect.
The word of the Lord.

2
A reading from the book of Wisdom (4:7-15)
The virtuous ones, though they die before their time, will find rest.
length of days is not what makes age honourable,
nor number of years the true measure of life;
understanding, this is mans grey hairs
untarnished life, this is ripe old age.
They have sought to please God, so God has loved them;
as they were living among sinners, they have been taken up.
They have been carried off so that evil may not warp their understanding
or treachery seduce their souls;
for the fascination of evil throws good things into the shade,
and the whirlwind of desire corrupts a simple heart.
Coming to perfection is so short a while, they achieved long life;
their soul being pleasing to the Lord,
he has taken them quickly from the wickedness around them
Yet people look on, uncomprehending;
it does not enter their heads that grace and mercy await the chosen of the Lord,
and protection, his holy ones.
The word of the Lord.



3
A reading from the book of Wisdom (12:13. 16-19)
There is no god, other than you, who cares for everything,
to whom you might have to prove that you never judged unjustly;
Your justice has its source in strength,
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all.
You show your strength when your sovereign power is questioned
and you expose the insolence of those who know it;
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in judgement,
you govern us with great lenience,
for you have only to will, and your power is there.
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men,
and you have given your sons the good hope
that after sin you will grant repentance.
The word of the Lord.
4
A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes (3:1-12)
There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under heaven:
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain,
a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.
What does a worker gain from his or her toil ?
I have seen the burden God has laid on his people.
God has made everything beautiful in its time.
The word of the Lord.



5
A reading from the prophet Isaiah (25:6-9)
On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will prepare for all peoples a banquet of rich
food. On this mountain he will remove the mourning veil covering all peoples, and
the shroud enwrapping all nations, he will destroy Death forever.
The Lord will wipe away the tears from every cheek, he will take away his people’s
shame everywhere on earth, for the Lord has said so.
That day, it will be said. See, this is our God in whom we hoped for salvation, the
Lord is the one in whom we hoped. We exult and we rejoice that he has saved us.
The word of the Lord.

6
A reading for the prophet Isaiah (41:10, 44:22, 49:15-16)
Fear not I am with you; be not dismayed; I am your God. I will strengthen you and
help you, and uphold you with my right hand of justice. For I am the Lord your God
who grasps your right hand; it is I who say to you ‘fear not, I will help you'.
I have brushed away your offences like a cloud, your sins like a mist, return to me,
for I have redeemed you. Can a mother forget her infant be without tenderness
for the child within her womb? Even should she forget, I will never forget you. See,
upon the palm of my hand I have written your name. Yes, in joy you shall depart, in
peace you shall be brought back.
The word of the Lord.

7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah (61:1-3)
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed;
to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning.
The word of the Lord.

8
A Reading from the prophet Micah (6: 6-8)
With what shall I enter God's presence and bow down before God all-high? Shall I
enter with burnt offerings, with calves one year old? Will he be pleased with rams
by the thousand, with ten thousand barrels of oil? Shall I offer my eldest son for
my wrong-doing, the child of my own body for my sin? You have already been told
what is right and what God wants of you. Only this: to act justly, to love tenderly
and to walk humbly with your God.
The Word of the Lord.



9
A Reading from the Book of Proverbs (2:1-9)
My son, you take my words to heart,
if you set store by my commandments,
tuning your ear to wisdom,
and applying your heart to truth:
yes, if your plea is for clear perception,
if you cry out for discernment,
if you look for it as if it were silver,
and search for it as for buried treasure,
you will then understand what the fear of the Lord is,
and discover the knowledge of God.
For the Lord himself is giver of wisdom,
from his mouth issue knowledge and discernment.
He keeps his help for honest men,
he is the shield of those whose ways are honourable;
he stands guard over the paths of justice,
he keeps watch on the way of his devoted ones.
Then you will understand what virtue is, justice, and fair dealing,
all paths that lead to happiness.
The word of the Lord.

10
A reading from the Book of Sirach (38:16-17,23)
My people, weep for the dead, lament to express your sorrow and bury the dead
with fitting ceremonial and do not fail to honour the grave. Weep bitterly, cry out
with full voice, and observe the mourning period in accordance with the merits of
the deceased. When the dead are laid to rest, let their memory be one of peace, be
comforted on their account once their spirit has departed.
The Word of the Lord.

1"
A reading from the book of Lamentations
My soul is shut out from peace. I have forgotten happiness. And now I say, ‘My
strength is gone, that hope which came from the Lord.” This is what I shall tell my
heart, and so recover hope: the favours of the Lord are not all past, his kindness is
not exhausted, every morning they are renewed, great is his faithfulness. "My
portion is the Lord,” says my soul, ‘and so I hope in him." It is good to wait in
silence for the Lord to save.
The Word of the Lord.



12
A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes
Next let us praise illustrious people,
or ancestors in their successive generations.
The lord has created abundance of glory and displayed his greatness from earliest
times.
Some wielded authority as kings and were renowned for their strength;
others were intelligent advisers and uttered prophetic oracles.
Others directed people by their advice,
by their understanding of the popular mind,
and by the wise words of their teaching;
others composed musical melodies, and set down ballads;
others were rich and powerful,
living peacefully in their homes.
But here a list of generous people whose good works have not been forgotten.
The Word of the Lord.

13
A reading from the prophet Isaiah (46:8:14-16)
Thus say the Lord: ‘in a time of favour I have answered you, on a day of salvation I
have helped you.” But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, my Lord has
forgotten me.’
‘Can a woman forget her nursing child, or show no compassion for the child of her
womb? Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. See, I have inscribed you
on the palms of my hands”.
The Word of the Lord.

14
A reading from the Book of Jeremiah (17:5-8)
Thus says the Lord:
Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,
whose hope is the Lord.
He is like a tree planted beside the waters
that stretches out its roots to the stream:
it fears not the heat when it comes;
its leaves stay green;
in the year of drought it shows no distress,
but still bears fruit.
The Word of the Lord.



Responsorial Psalm for Funeral Mass

Psalm 1
Response: You are my inheritance, O Lord.

1. Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.

I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.".

O Lord, it you who are my portion and cup;

it is you yourself who are my prize.  Response

2. I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel,

who even at night directs my heart;

| keep the Lord ever in my sight:

since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. Response

3. You will show me the path of life,
the fullness of joy in your presence,
at your right hand happiness for ever. Response

Psalm 2
Response: The Lord is king, most high above all the earth.

1. The Lord is king, let earth rejoice,

let all the coastlands be glad.

Cloud and darkness are his raiment;
his throne, justice and right. Response

2. The mountains melt like wax
before the Lord of all the earth.
The skies proclaim his justice;

all peoples see his glory. Response

3. For you indeed are the Lord

most high above all the earth
exalted far above all spirits. Response
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Psalm 3
Response: The Lord is my Shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.

1. The Lord is my Shepherd,

there is nothing I shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures

where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me,

to revive my drooping spirit. ~ Response

2. He guides me along the right path,

he is true to his name.

If I should walk in the valley of darkness,

no evil would I fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff,
with these you give me comfort. Response

3. You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil,

my cup is overflowing.  Response

4, Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell,

for ever and ever. Response

Psalm 4
Response: Happy the people the Lord has chosen as his Own.

1. They are happy, whose God is the Lord,
the people he has chosen as his own.
From the heavens the Lord looks forth,
he sees all the children of men. Response

2. The Lord looks on those who revere him,
on those who hope in his love,

to rescue their souls from death,

to keep them alive in famine. Response

3. Our soul is waiting for the Lord.

The Lord is our help and our shield.

May your love be upon us, 0 Lord,

as we place all our hope in you. Response
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New Testament Second Readings for Funeral Mass

1.
A Reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians (4: 4-9)
We want you to be quite certain, sisters and brothers, about those who have died,
to make sure that you do not grieve about them, like the other people who have
no hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for
those who have died in Jesus; God will bring them with him. We can tell you this
from the Lord’s own teaching that any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s
coming will not have any advantage over those who have died. With thoughts such
as these you should comfort one another.
The word of the Lord.

2.
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans (8.31-35, 37-39)
With God on our side, who can be against us? Since God did not spare his only
Son, but gave him up to benefit all, we may be certain after such a gift, that He will
not refuse anything he can give. Could anyone accuse those that God has chosen?
When God acquits could anyone condemn?
Could Christ Jesus? No! He not only died for us - he rose from the dead, and there
at God’s right hand he stands and pleads for us. Nothing therefore can come
between us and the love of Christ even if we are troubled or worried, or being
persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked.
These are the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him who loves us.
For I am certain of this; neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, nothing that
exists, nothing still to come, not any power, nor heights, nor depth, nor any
created thing, can ever come between us and the love of God made visible
through Christ Jesus our Lord.
The word of the Lord.

3.
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans (14:7-9)
The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we live for
the Lord; so that alive or dead, we belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ
both died and came to life. It is so that he might be Lord both of the dead and of
the living.
The word of the Lord.

4.
A Reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians (1: 4-9)
I always thank God for you because of his grace given to you in Christ Jesus. For in
him you have been enriched in every way - in all your speaking and in all your
knowledge, because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. Therefore
do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly await our Lord Jesus Christ to be
revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ - God who has called you into fellowship with his Son
Jesus Christ our Lord is faithful.
The word of the Lord.
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5.
A Reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians (13: 4-14)
Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or conceited or proud; love is not ill-
mannered or selfish or irritable; love does not keep a record of wrongs; love is not
happy with evil, but is happy with the truth. Love never gives up; and its faith, hope
and patience never fail. Love is eternal. There are inspired messages, but they are
temporary; there are gifts of speaking in strange tongues, but they will cease;
there is knowledge, but it will pass. For our gifts of knowledge and of inspired
messages are only partial; but when what is perfect comes, then what is partial will
disappear. When I was a child, my speech, feelings and thinking were all those of a
child; now that I am an adult, I have no more use for childish ways. What we see
now is like a dim image in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. What I know
now is only partial; then it will be complete as God’s knowledge of me. Meanwhile
these three remain: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is love.
The Word of the Lord.

6.
A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians (4:5-10)
We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your servants for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, ‘Let light shine out of
darkness’ who has shone in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us.
We are affected in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made
visible in our bodies.
The word of the Lord.

7.
A reading from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians (3: 14-19)
This is what I pray, kneeling before the Father, from whom every family, whether
spiritual or natural takes its name.
Out of his infinite glory, may he give you the power through his Spirit for your
hidden self to grow strong, so that Christ may live in your hearts through faith,
and then, planted in love and built on love, you will with all the saints have
strength to grasp the breadth and the length, the height and the depth, until
knowing the love of Christ which is beyond all knowledge, you are filled with the
utter fullness of God.
The word of the Lord.
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8.
A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Philippians (3:8-14)
I believe that nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme advantage of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For him I have accepted the loss of everything and I
look on everything as so much rubbish if only I can have Christ and be given a
place in him.Iam no longer trying for perfection by my own efforts, the perfection
that comes from the Law, but I want only the perfection that comes through faith.
All Twant to know is Christ and the power of his resurrection and to share his
sufferings by reproducing the pattern of his death. That is the way I can hope to
take my place in the resurrection of the dead. Not that I have become perfect yet, I
have not yet won but I am still running trying to capture the prize for which Christ
Jesus captured me. I can assure you, my brothers and sisters, I am far from
thinking that I have already won. All I can say is that I forget the past and I strain
ahead for what is still to come. I am racing for the finish, for the prize to which God
calls us upwards to receive in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.

9.
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Philippians (4:4-9)
May you always be joyful in your unity with the Lord. Rejoice! Show a gentle
attitude towards everyone. The Lord is coming soon. Do not worry about anything
but in all your prayers, ask God for what you need, always asking him with a
thankful heart. And God’s peace, which is far beyond human understanding, will
keep your hearts and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus. In conclusion, my
brothers and sisters, fill your minds with those things that are good and deserve
praise, things that are true, noble, right, pure and lovely and honourable.
Put into practice what you learned and received from me, both from my words and
from my actions. And the God who gives us peace will be with you.
The word of the Lord.

10.
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians (3:20-21)
For us, our homeland is in heaven, and from heaven comes the saviour we are
waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure these bodies of ours into
copies of his glorious body. He will do that by the same power with which he can
subdue the whole universe.
The word of the Lord.
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1.
A Reading from the Second Letter of St. Paul to Timothy
Be careful always to choose the right course; be brave under trials; make the
preaching of the Good News your life’s work, in thoroughgoing service.
As for me, my life is already being poured away as a libation, and the time has
come for me to be gone. I have fought the good fight to the end; I have run the
race to the finish; I have kept the faith; all there is to come now is the crown of
righteousness reserved for me, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to
me on that Day; and not only to me but to all those who have longed for his
Appearing.
The Word of the Lord.

12.
A Reading from the First Letter of St. Peter
Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has
given us a new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we
have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be spoilt or
soiled and never fade away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens.
Through your faith, God’s power will guard you until the salvation which has been
prepared is revealed at the end of time.
This is a cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a short time have to
bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your
faith will have been tested and proved like gold-only it is more precious than gold,
which is corruptible even though it bears testing by fire-and then you will have
praise and glory and honour.
You did not see him, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you are already
filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described, because you believe; and
you are sure of the end to which your faith looks forward, that is, the salvation of
your souls.
The Word of the Lord.

13.
A reading from the first letter to St. John (1 Jn. 3: I-3)
Think of the love that the Father has shown us by betting us be called God’s
children and that is what we are. Because the world refused to acknowledge him,
therefore it does not acknowledge us. My dear people, we are already the children
of God but what we are to be in the future has not yet been revealed; all we know
is, that when it is revealed, we shall be like him because we shall see him as
he really is.
The word of the Lord.
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14.
A reading from the first letter of St John (4:7-12)
My dear people,
let us love one another
since love comes from God
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.
Anyone who fails to love can never have known God,
because God is love.
God'’s love for us was revealed
when God sent into the world his only Son
so that we could have life through him;
this is the love I mean:
not our love for God,
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away.
My dear people,
since God has loved us so much,
we too should love one another.
No one has ever seen God;
but as long as we love one another
God will live in us
and his love will be complete in us.
The word of the Lord.

(Usually Sung)

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!

This is my Son, the Beloved,
he enjoys my favour;

listen to him.

Alleluia!

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!

Go, make disciples of all the nations, says the Lord
I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.
Alleluia!
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Prayers of the Faithful for Funeral Mass

Choose some of the following. If you wish, compose some of your own or adapt
some of these.

Reader: We pray for all who mourn, especially................. May their tears be wiped
away, and may their mourning be turned into joy. Lord hear us

Reader: We pray for N... May God receive him/her kindly, with generosity and
forgiveness, and the rewards of his/her faith. May he/she continue to inspire us, to
intercede for us, and be there at the end to welcome us, in our turn, into eternal
life. Lord hear us

Reader: We give thanks for the love which N... showed during his/her life. May
he/she know the perfection and fulfilment of that love in heaven. Lord hear us

Reader: N... lived Christ's commandment of love; may he/she now hear those
words, “Come, O Blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world.” Lord hear us

Reader: N... showed much love for others in this life, may he/ she now experience
the loving mercy of God. Lord hear us

Reader: From his/her place in the kingdom of the Father may he/she intercede for
us and continue to help us. Lord hear us

Reader: For those who nursed N... in his/her illness, that all of them will be
rewarded for their gentleness and care. Lord hear us

Reader: We remember all who have died especially .... may they enjoy the promise
of eternal happiness. Lord hear us
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Communion Reflections for Funeral Mass

Death is not the end

Death is nothing at all. I have only slipped away into the next room. Whatever we
were to each other; that we still are. Call me by my old familiar name. Speak to me
in the easy way which you always used. Laugh as we always laughed at the little
jokes we enjoyed together. Play, smile, think of me, pray for me. Let my name be
the household word that it always was. Let it be spoken without effort. Life means
all that it ever meant. It is the same as it ever was; there is absolutely unbroken
continuity. Why should I be out of your mind because I am out of your sight I am
but waiting for you, for an interval somewhere very near, just around the corner.
All is well. Nothing is past; nothing is lost. One brief moment and all will be as it
was before - only better, infinitely happier and forever - we will all be one in
Christ.

Death is only an Horizon

We give them back to you, O Lord, who first gave them to us; and as you did not
lose them in the giving so we do not lose them in the return. Not as the world
gives do you give O Lord. For what is yours is ours also, if we belong to you. Life is
unending because love is undying and the boundaries of this life are but an
horizon and an horizon is but the limit of our vision. Lift us up, strong Son of God,
that we may see further. Strengthen our faith that we may see beyond the
horizon. And while you prepare a place for us as you have promised, prepare us
also for that happy place; that where you are we may be also, with those we have
loved, forever.

Stranger at our side

All through life’s day our risen Lord walks with us. Often, however, he is a stranger
to us, for he never forces himself upon us. Before the day’s end, we will ask many
questions, experience many failures, disappointments and heartaches. And then,
suddenly, whether we are young, middle aged or old, we will find that the shadows
are lengthening and night is fast approaching. In that moment we pray that, like
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, our eyes will be opened and that we will
recognise him - the stranger who walked at our side - as our risen Lord. And he
will not vanish from our sight. Instead he will guide us through the dark valley of
death to the safety of the Father’s house.
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Footprints

One night a man had a dream. He dreamt that he was walking along a beach with
the Lord. Across the sky flashed the scenes of his life. For each scene he noticed
not one, but two sets of footprints in the sand. He understood immediately that
one belonged to him and the other to the Lord. But then he noticed a curious
thing. At the lowest and saddest times in his life there was only one set of
footprints. This bothered him and so he asked the Lord: “How come that during
the most difficult times in my life, the very times when I most needed you, you left
me on my own?"

Then the Lord replied: “My friend, during your trials and sufferings when you see
only one set of footprints, those footprints are mine. It was then that I carried you.

Miss me but let me go

When I come to the end of the road

And the sun has set for me

I want no rites in a gloom filled room
Why cry for a soul set free?

Miss me a little, but not too long

And not with your head bowed low
Remember the love that we once shared
Miss me but let me go.

For this is a journey we all must take
And each must go alone

It's all a part of the master plan

A step on the road to home.

When you are lonely and sick at heart
Go to the friends we know

And bury the sorrow in doing good deeds
Miss me but let me go.

God's Secrets to Life

Take time to think...

It is the source of Power
Take time to play...

It is the secret of Youth

Take time to be friendly...

It is the source of Happiness
Take time to work...

It is the price of Success
Take time to Pray...

It is the greatest power on Earth
Take time to Love the Lord...
It is the Way of God

-19-



I'm Free

Don’t grieve for me, for now I am free.
I'm following the path God has laid, you see.
I took His hand when I heard Him call.
I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day,

To laugh, to love, to work, or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way.

I found peace at the close of the day.

If my parting has left a void,

Then fill it with remembered joys,

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,

Oh yes, these things I, too, will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow.
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I savored much,
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all to brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your hearts and peace to thee.
God wanted me now; He set me free!

When I Leave

My last breath does not say goodbye, for my love for you is truly timeless.

I leave my thoughts, my laughter, my dreams to you whom I have treasured. I give
you what no thief can steal - the memories of our times together, the tender, love-
filled moments, the successes that we have shared, the hard times that brought us
closer together and the roads we have walked side by side.

I also leave you a solemn promise that after I am home in the presence of God, I
will still be present in the communion of Saints, whenever and wherever you call
on me.

My spirit will be drawn to you by the magnet of our love.

Whenever you are in need, call me; I will come to you, with my arms full of wisdom
and light to open up your blocked paths, to untangle your knots and to be your
avenue to God.

All T take with me as I leave is your love and the millions of memories of all that we
have shared.

So fear not nor grieve at my departure, you whom I love so much, for my roots
and yours are forever intertwined.
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PARISH HALL FACILITY FOR REFRESHMENTS:

St. Patrick’s Hall can be booked for refreshments after a funeral.

There may be days where the hall is not available, so it is important to book as
soon as possible. Although the Parish doesn’t offer the catering, we can
accommodate any of the local caterers.

Families are free to use whatever caterer they want providing the caterer issues
the office a copy of their insurance to cover the activity.

Chairs, boilers, cups etc may also be loaned to families for their wake.
Contact Peter Donnelly to arrange

PARISH CONTACT DETAILS

Fr Sean O'Neill PP Fr Aidan McCann CC
35 St Patrick’s Street, 34 Madden Row,
Keady, Keady,

Co Armagh Co. Armagh

BT60 3TQ BT60 3RW

Tel 02837531246 Tel 02837531242

Parish Office
(Nuala McKenna)
Tel 02837531242

Peter Donnelly

(St. Patrick’s Hall)
Tel 07739258989
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