Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden — Sunday 5" January 2025

Rev Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES

From Monday 6" January 2025 - Sunday 12" January 2025
All 3 Churches will close at 5pm in the Winter months

except when there is an evening Mass.

KEADY

Monday - Mass with Novena prayers 7pm
Tuesday & Wednesday — Mass at 10am
Thursday - No Mass

Friday - Mass at 10am

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday 3-6 pm & Friday 3-5pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12nnon)

DERRYNOOSE
Thursday Mass 7pm
Adoration 6pm - 7pm
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN

Tuesday Mass 7pm
Adoration 6pm —7pm
Sunday Mass 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Tom Crawley - Lislea, Anthony Murphy — Tullyglush

Charlie Fanning - Armagh Road, James Curran - Clay Road

Months Memory
Raymond Callaghan ~ Monday 20" January 7.00pm
Catherine Lauterpacht — Saturday 25" January 6.30pm

Baptisms dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any

of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 1%& 4% Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2™ Saturday at 4pm

Madden 3" Saturday at 4pm

Visitation Any parishioner who would like a house visit or house blessing
is welcome to contact the Parish Office or one of the priests.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann(@gmail.com

A Prayer for the Epiphany
Lord God of heaven and earth,
you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation
by the guidance of a star.
Bless our homes and all who inhabit them.
Fill us with the light of Christ,
that our concern for others may reflect your love.
May Christ Jesus dwell with us,
keep us from all harm,
and make us one in mind and heart,
now and forever. Amen

Mass for the Epiphany on Monday at 7pm in St Patrick’s, Keady

New Year's Prayer

As the dawn breaks on a new year, let us give thanks for all we hold dear:
our health, our family and our friends.

Let us release our grudges, our anger and our pains, for these are nothing
but binding chains.

Let us live each day in the most loving ways, the God-conscious way.

Let us serve all who are in need, regardless of race, colour or creed.

Let us keep God in our hearts and pray God's name each day.

Let us lead the world from darkness to light, from falsehood to truth
and from wrong to right.

Let us remember that we are all one, embracing all,

discriminating against none.

May our year be filled with peace, prosperity and love.

May God's blessings shower upon us and bestow upon each a bright,
healthy and peaceful new year.

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

Second Sunday after Christmas

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)

info@keadyparish.net
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS . ‘)’ _
FOR THE WORLD DAY OF PEACE  1st JANUARY 2025 g;‘%\iﬁ

At the dawn of this New Year given to us by our
heavenly Father, a year of Jubilee in the spirit of hope,
| offer heartfelt good wishes of peace to every man
and woman. 1 think especially of those who feel
downtrodden, burdened by their past mistakes,
oppressed by the judgment of others and incapable of
perceiving even a glimmer of hope for their own lives. Upon everyone |
invoke hope and peace, for this is a Year of Grace born of the Heart of
the Redeemer!

The celebration of the Jubilee spurs us to make a number of changes in
order to confront the present state of injustice and inequality by
reminding ourselves that the goods of the earth are meant not for a
privileged few, but for everyone.

We do well to recall the words of Saint Basil of Caesarea: “Tell me, what
things belong to you? Where did you find them to make them part of
your life? ... Did you not come forth naked from the womb of your
mother? Will you not return naked to the ground? Where did your
property come from? If you say that it comes to you naturally by luck,
you would deny God by not recognizing the Creator and being grateful
to the Giver”.

Without gratitude, we are unable to recognize God’s gifts. Yet in his
infinite mercy the Lord does not abandon sinful humanity, but instead
reaffirms his gift of life by the saving forgiveness offered to all through
Jesus Christ. That is why, in teaching us the “Our Father”, Jesus told us
to pray: “Forgive us our trespasses” (Mt 6:12).

Lord, grant us your peace! This is my prayer to God as | now offer my
cordial good wishes for the New Year to the Heads of State and
Government, to the leaders of International Organizations, to the
leaders of the various religions and to every person of good will.

Forgive us our trespasses, Lord,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

In this cycle of forgiveness, grant us your peace,

the peace that you alone can give

to those who let themselves be disarmed in heart,

to those who choose in hope to forgive the debts

of their brothers and sisters,

to those who are unafraid to confess their debt to you,

and to those who do not close their ears to the cry of the poor.

(Full message on parish facebook page)

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



Second Sunday of Christmas Year C; 5 Jan 2025

Stand

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

When a profound silence covered all things
and night was in the middle of its course,
your all-powerful Word, O Lord,

bounded from heaven's royal throne.

PENITENTIAL ACT (1)

Brothers and sisters, le! us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

(A brief pause for silence follows.)

| confess to almighty God

and to you, my brothers and sisters,

that | have greatly sinned,

in my thoughts and in my words,

in what | have done and in what | have failed to do,
{And, striking their breast, they say:)

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
(Then they continue:)

therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,

all the Angels and Saints,

and you, my brothers and sisters,

to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest.  May almighty God have mercy onus,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

People: Amen.

Priest  Lord, have mercy. People:Lord, have mercy.

Priestt  Christ, have mercy. People: Christ, have mercy

Priest  Lord, have mercy. People:Lord, have mercy.
GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord lesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer,
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy onus.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
ou alone are the Most High,
esus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

ittt SIT b=l

FIRST READING Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2,8-12

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus:

Wisdom speaks her own praises,

in the midst of her people she glories in herself.

She opens her mouth in the assembly of the Most High,
she glories in herself in the presence of the Mighty One.

“Then the creator of all things instructed me,
and he who created me fixed a place for my tent.
He said, ‘Pitch your tent in Jacob,

make Israel your inheritance'.

From eternity, in the beginning, he created me,
and for eternity | shall remain.

I ministered before him in the holy tabernacle,
and thus was | established on Zion.

Inthe beloved city he has given me rest,

and in Jerusalem | wield my authority.

| have taken root in a privileged people,

inthe Lord’s property, in his inheritance.”

The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 147

[R] The Word was made flesh,
and lived among us.

&I | O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!
ion, praise your God!

He has strengthened the bars of your gates,

he has blessed the children withinyou. ........ [R]

LZ] He established peace on your borders,
e feeds you with finest wheat.

He sends out his word to the earth

and swiflly runs hiscommand. ................ [R]

[ 3] He makes his word known to Jacob,

to Israel his laws and decrees.

He has not dealt thus with other nations;

he has not taught them his decrees. ........... [R]

SECOND READING

A reading from the lelier of St Paul to the Ephesians:

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with all the spiritual
blessings of heaven in Christ. Before the world was
made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and
spotless, and to live through love in his presence,
determining that we should become his adopted
sons, through Jesus Christ, for his own kind
purposes, to make us praise the glory of his grace,
his free gift to us in the Beloved.

That will explain why |, having once heard about
your faith in the Lord Jesus, and the love that you
show towards all the saints, have never failed to
remember you in my prayers and to thank God for
you. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception
of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of
him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that
you can see what hope his call holds for you, what
rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit.

The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluiq, alleluia!

Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed to the pagans;

ﬁl;)rly be to you, O Christ, believed in by the world.
leluia.

GOSPEL

Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18

(Stand}

John 1:1-18

[Shorter Version John 1:1-5;9-14]
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John:
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

«In the beginning was the Word: the Word was
with God and the Word was God. He was with God in
the beginning. Through him all things came to be, not
one thing had its being but through him. Allthat came
to be had life in him and that life was the light of men,
a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness
could not overpower.»

Aman came, sent by God. His name was John. He
came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him. He was
not the light, only a witness to speak for the light.

«The Word was the true light that enlightens all
men; and he was coming into the world. He was inthe
world that had its being through him, and the world
did not know him. He came to his own domain and
his own people did not accept him. But to all who did
accept him he gave power to become children of

THE CREED

| believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(At the words that follow, up o and including ‘and became man’, all bow.}

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated ot the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
tojudge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
1 believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
:'r]nd the life of the world to come.
en.

INTERCESSIONS
bt SIT Bp=i

PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest.  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We liftthem up to the Lord.

Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: 1tis right and just.

(Stand)

SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...

sl KNEEL ppi
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (1)

Priest  The Mystery of Faith.

People: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection

until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest Behold the Lamb ...
People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

To all who would accept him,
he gave the power to become children of God.

God, to all who believe in the name of him who was |

born not out of human stock or urge of the flesh or
will of man but of God himself.

The Word was made flesh, he lived among us,
and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. »

John appears as his witness. He proclaims: “This
is the one of whom | said: He who comes after me
ranks before me because he existed before me.”

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us,
received—yes, grace in return for grace, since,
though the Law was given through Moses, grace and
truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one has
ever seen God; itis the only Son, who is nearest to the
Father's heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (sit)

.
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During the season of Christmas,
the Second Sunday after
Christmas is often omitted. This
is a shame, because it speaks to
us of the wonder of our being
chosen by God; of how ...

“before the world was made
[God] chose us in Christ... that
we should become his adopted

sons [and daughters].”
(Epl 1,4-5)

In the fulness of time God
executed this choice. He sent lis
Son to identify with us totally.
God, we might say, threw in his
lot with humanity, as expressed
fully in this Sunday’s Gospel:

“The Word became flesh and
dwelt among us.” (Jn 1:12)

This phirase links us
immediately with God’s
command in the first reading:

“Pitch your tent in Jacob, make
Israel your inheritance.” (eccles 24:9)

From the very beginning, God
had chosen humanity, and he
then worked to bring this
choice to its completion, so
that we should be ...

“holy and spotless and live

through love in his presence”.
(Eph 1:4-5)

Summary

God chose Abraham and his
descendants to be the means
by which his wondrous
destiny for humanity would be
brought to fulfilment.

Those who respond in faith to
the Father’s call are the new

Chosen People, the Church,

and they have become the

instrument of salvation and

unity for the whole of
humanity.

Series: Scripture; Second Sunday of Christmas, Year C; 5 January 2025

CHOSEN PEOPLE

4 4 v

The readings from Sirach and Psalm 147
this Sunday express how God was at
work in bringing his own loving
purposes to completion (Eph 1:6), and of
how, among the Hebrew people, he
pitched his tent, and how, during that
time of preparation, he had not dealt
thus with other nations. The Word, the
true light, was coming into the world
through them (Jn 1:9).

God worked through the Hebrews, his
chosen people, to make them ready for
the time when he would, as he had
always intended, gather into one the
scattered children of God, the whole of
humanity (Jn 11:52).

Abraham And His Descendants

The Catechism of the Catholic Church, under
the heading “Stages of Revelation” [#54-
64], shows just how this preparatory
work unfolded in the Old Testament. We
hear of how God chose Abraham and his
descendants to be the beginning, and the
means, by which his wondrous destiny
for humanity would be brought to
fulfilment (Gen 12:1-3). This call was
heard again by Abraham’s descendant,

Question

How did God reveal his plans
for man salvation?

Prayer
Lord, help me to see your love
in the events of revelation.

Moses. It was Moses who was given the
task of bringing the Hebrew people out of
Egypt and into the desert of Sinai,
binding them to the Lord their God
through the covenant (Ex 19:5-6).

Chosen For All People

Throughout the passage of history, this
Chosen People, which had been set apart
from all the peoples of the earth, was
guided by the Lord. They were beloved
of him (Hos 11:1); but they often proved
unfaithful to their privileged position.
Neveretheless, they looked forward to a
time when God would intervene again,
and bring his plan — for them, and
through them for all peoples ~ to
completion (Is 11:1-10). The fact that they
were chosen, not just for their own
benefit, but that all the peoples of the
earth would be blessed in them (Is
11:10,49:6).

Completion in Christ

The Letter to the Ephesians shows us how

God finally brings his purposes to

completion in Christ (Eph 1:6):
Now in Christ Jesus you (the peoples)
who once were far off have been brought
near in the blood of Christ ... (he) has
made us both (Jew and Gentile) one ...
for through him we both have access in
one Spirit to the Father.(Eph 1:13-14,18)

Those who respond in faith to the
Father’s call in Christ, whether they be
Jew or Gentile, are the new Chosen
People, the Church, and have become
the instrument of salvation and unity for
the whole of humanity.



