Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden — Sunday 2"¢ February 2025

Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES

From Monday 3™ February 2025 - Sunday 9" February 2025
AllL 3 Churches will close at 5pm in the Winter months.

except when there is an evening Mass.

KEADY

Monday — Novena 7pm

Tuesday & Wednesday -~ Mass at 10am
Thursday - No Mass

Friday — **No 10am Mass - Nuptial Mass 12.30pm
Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday 3-6 pm & Friday 3-5pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12nnon)

DERRYNOOSE

**Thursday Mass at 9.30am
No Adoration this Thursday
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN

Tuesday Mass 7pm
Adoration 6pm - 7pm
Sunday Mass 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Thomas Oliver Watters — Keady, Nell Kinsella — Fairgreen Avenue,
Marian Powell - Caramoyle

Months Memory
Fr Gerald Cunningham IC - Monday 10" February 7pm Keady
Tony Nugent — Saturday Vigil 15" February 6.30pm Keady

Baptisms dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any

of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 1%t & 4t Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4pm

Madden 3" Saturday at 4pm

Visitation Any parishioner who would like a house to visit or house blessing
is welcome to contact the Parish Office or one of the priests.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

N

Rev Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)

aidmccann(@gmail.com

Feast of Saint Brigid — Saturday 1° February

Abbess and Secondary Patron of Ireland.

Saint Brigid is renowned for her hospitality, almsgiving and care
of the sick. Saint Brigid was born in 454 and she went on to
found a double monastery in Kildare with the assistance of
Bishop Conleth. The Saint Brigid’s Cross, in legend used by
Brigid to explain the Christian faith, remains a popular sign of
God’s protection.

Crosses will be blessed at the 6.30pm Vigil Mass

World Day for Consecrated Life — Candlemas Day — Sunday 2" February

In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul Il instituted a day for women and men in
consecrated life. This global celebration is attached to the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord on Sunday February 2". We remember especially the
ministry of Nuns and Brothers in our parish over many years and Religious
native to our parish who may have worked elsewhere.

The Feast is also known as Candlemas, the day on which candles are blessed
symbolising Christ who is the light of the world.

Candles will be blessed at all Masses

Feast of Saint Blaise — Monday 3™ February

Blessing of throats will take place at the 7pm Novena Mass

“Through the intercession of Saint Blase, bishop and martyr, may God deliver
you from every disease of the throat and from every other illness: In the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”.

Conclusion of the Celebration of St. Brigid 1500

An Evening of Music and Reflection to conclude the “Year of St. Brigid” will take
place in St. Gerard’s Hall, Dundalk on Thursday 13" February

7 -9pm.

The guest speakers will be Marjorie Doherty, Pastoral Care, St. John of God
Services, Sr. Briege O'Hare OSC, member of the Poor Clare Sisters, Faughart,
Carmel Boyle, singer, and song writer. Music will be provided by Leah and
Shauna Marron, harpists, and the Ring of Gullion Comhaltas Group,
Forkhill/Mullaghbawn.

Light refreshments will be provided on arrival. The event is free but there will
be an opportunity on the night to make a donation in aid of the Women's Aid,
Dundalk.

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting Monday 10" February at 7.45pm

Parish Draw winners January 2025

1%t Prize £1,000 No 534 B McCone, 2™ Prize £500 No 209 P & B Hughes,
3" Prize £300 No171 P Smyth, 4™ Prize £150 No 167 J & M McKibben
Sellers £50 P Grimley £25 N McKenna £25 G Farrell. Thank you for your
continued support and especially to all our sellers for their dedication.
Next Draw 28" February 2025

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

The Presentation of the Lord

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)
info@keadypatish.net

Dates for Diary First Confession in March

Friday 7" 1.30pm — Derrynoose

Wednesday 12t 1.15pm — St Francis of Assisi (Keady Chapel)
Friday 14™ March 1.00pm — Madden

Friday 21 March 2.00pm — Darkley (keady Chapel)

Friday 28™ March 1.30pm — Clea (Keady Chapel)

Retreat for Confirmation — Wednesday 19" & Thursday 20*" February
Sacrament of Confirmation - Sunday 6" April at 3pm

Saturday 3™ May 11am - First Holy Communion Madden

Saturday 10" May 11am -First Holy Communion St. Francis of Assisi (Keady)
Saturday 24" May 11am — First Holy Communion Clea & Darkley (Keady)
Saturday 31% May at 11am — First Holy Communion Derrynoose.

Masses for those buried in our Cemeteries will be offered on the following
dates;

Friday 4™ July at 7pm - Blessing of Graves Madden

Sunday 6" July at 11.30am - Blessing of Graves Keady

Friday 11*" July at 7pm - Blessing of Graves Derrynoose

Specific Anniversaries not to be booked on these three dates.

Accord seeking marriage preparation facilitators - Accord Catholic Marriage
Care Service CLG is currently recruiting volunteers to train as marriage
preparation programme facilitators. If you are supportive of marriage in the
Catholic Church and have the enthusiasm to be part of the Accord team that
supports couples preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage, Accord wants to
hear from you;

marriagepreparation@accord.ie / 003531-505311

Thanks — Santa would like to thank the following business who donated tins of
sweets for his annual drive around the town: Ellen’s Takeaway, Michel Fletcher,
Gallogly’s Spar, McGleenan’s Centra, V Mone & Sons, R.J. Hardware & Rice’s
Supermarket.

Derrynoose Banner Restoration Project - Friday 7 February 8.00pm

A night of hilarity at the Final of the banner song/poetry competition
Refreshments Served.

Saturday 22 February 2.00pm Ceremonial Launch of the Refurbished Banner.
Cordial Open Invitation to All - Derrynoose Community Centre.

Face-book: Derrynoose Banner Restoration.

Derrynoose Health & Wellbeing Day
Saturday 8" February from 9am More details on Facebook page.
Contact Ciara 07955504270 or Claire on 07746690639 for tickets

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



The Presentation of the Lord 2 February 2025
Today’s Mass may be preceded by a Procession, a
Solemn Entrance or a Simple Entrance....

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Your merciful love, 0 God,

we have received in the midst of your temple.
Your praise, 0 God, like your name,

reaches the ends of the earth;

your right hand is filled with saving justice.

PENITENTIAL ACT (2)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows.
Priest  Have mercy on us, O Lord.
People: For we have sinned against you.
Priest.  Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
People: And grant us your salvation.
Priest:  May almighty God have mercy onus,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
People: Amen.

Priest:  Lord,havemercy.  People: Lord, have mercy.
Priest: ~ Christ, have mercy.  People: Christ, have mercy.
Priest:  Lord,have mercy.  People: Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to peopte of good will,

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

inthe glory of God the Father. Amen.

ta SIT pii

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-4

A reading from the prophet Malachi:

The Lord God says this: Look, | am going to send
my messenger to prepare a way before me. And the
Lord you are seeking will suddenly enter his Temple;
and the angel of the covenant whom you are longing
for, yes, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. Who
will be able to resist the day of his coming? Who will
remain standing when he appears? For he is like the
refiner's fire and the fullers' alkali. He will take his
seat as refiner and purifier; he will purify the sons of
Levi and refine them like gotd and silver, and then
they will make the offering to the Lord as it should be
made. The offering of Judah and Jerusalem will then
be welcomed by the Lord as informer days, asin the
years of old.

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23

[R] Who is the king of glory? Itis the Lord.

[1] 0 gates, lift up your heads;

grow higher, ancient doors.

Let him enter, thekingofglory! ............... IR}
2] Who is the king of glory?

The Lord, the mighty, the valiant,

the Lord, the valiantinwar. ............ccov e IR}
{31 O gates, lift high your heads;

grow higher, ancient doors.

Let him enter, thekingofglory! ............... [R]
[4] Who is he, the king of glory?

He, the Lord of armies,

heisthekingofglory. .........coviviivanainns [R]

SECOND READING Hebrews 2:14-18

Areading from the lefier o the Hebrews:

Since all the children share the same blood and
flesh, he too shared equally in it, so that by his death
he could take away all the power of the devil, who
had power over death, and set free all those who
had been held in slavery all their lives by the fear of
death. For it was not the angels that he took to
himself; he took to himself descent from Abraham. It
was essential that he should in this way become
completely like his brothers so that he could be a
compassionate and trustworthy high priest of God's
religion, able to atone for human sins. That is,
because he has himself been through temptation he
is able to help others who are tempted.

The Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA (Stand)

Alleluia, alleluia!

The light to enlighten the Gentiles
and give glory to Israel, your people.
Alleluial

GOSPEL

Luke 2:22-32
[Longer form: Luke 222-40]

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke:
People: Glory toyou, O Lord.

When the day came for them to be purified as
laid down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus
took him up to Jerusalem to presenthimto the Lord —
observing what stands written in the Law of the Lord:
Every firstborn male must be consecrated to the Lord
- and also to offer in sacrifice, in accordance with
what is said in the Law of the Lord, a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons. Now in Jerusalem
there was a man named Simeon. He was an upright
and devout man; he looked forward to Israel’s
comforting and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
notsee death until he had set eyes on the Christ of the
Lord. Prompted by the Spirit he came to the Temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do
for him what the Law required, he took him into his
arms and blessed God; and he said:

“Now, Master, you can let your servant go in peace,
just as you promised; '
because my eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared for all the nations to see,
alight to enlighten the pagans
and the glory of your people Israel.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (5it)

| believe in one God,
the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

Atthe words thatfollow, up fo and including ‘and became mart, all bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come againin glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen,

INTERCESSIONS
i 51T i
PREFACE DIALOGUE (Stand)

Priest:  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
et KNEEL ppei
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (2)
Priest.  The Mystery of Faith.

People: When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest. Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, 1 am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

My eyes have seen your salvation,
which you prepared
in the sight of all the peoples.

.-
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Listed as one of the scven
wonders of the ancient world,
the Egyptian Pharaohs built the
great lighthouse of Alexandria.
This lighthouse is the first fo be
recorded in history. Constructed
around 280 BC, it stood over 350
feet high and for over a
thousand years it helped sailors
to navigate safely around the
coastlands and sandbanks of the
harbour.

During the day, the tower could
be seen 34 miles away, with a
large mirror reflecting the
sunlight. At night an oil or

papyrus fire was lit, and its light
was reflected by polished plates.

Nearer to home, the world’s
oldest, intact and operational
lighthouse is found on the Hook
Peninsula, Co Wexford, in Ireland.
Ovwer 800 years ago an Irish Monk
by the name Dubhdn took it upon
himself to keep a fire lit as a
warning beacon to help sailors to
avoid shipwreck on the rocky
coast.

Whether it is a simple fire on a
beach, or the newly-automated
light systems, each of these beacons
provide the reassurance that there
are those who care for the wayfarer.
The light, puncturing and dispelling
the darkness, provides a sense of
trust, faith, hope and safety. As St
Francis reminds us, “All the
darkness in the world cannot
extinguish the light of a single
candle.”

ries: ; The Presentation of the Lord, Year C; 2nd ebruary 2025

Simeon

The imagery of light permeates the
liturgy this Sunday. The blessing of
candles and the candle-lit processions
reminds all present of the prophetic
words of Simeon, that Jesus would be “a
light for revelation to the Gentiles”.
Simeon recognised the Saviour, the one
for whom the people had been waiting
in hope-filled expectation.

Anna

Anna confirmed Simeon’s joyful
revelation; their waiting had come to an
end. He was the one of whom the
psalmist sang as the “light of our
salvation” (Psalm 27:1). This is the true
light that pierces through the darkness,
that the darkness could not overcome.

Summary

Every baptised person is called
to become a beacon in the
world — sharing the light of
Christ to the world.

Question

What did Simeon and Anna reveal?
Prayer

Lord, may I be a light for others.

Today, we are invited to allow the good
news to become alive and active in our
lives. Not only are we reminded of the
lighted candle given to us at our
baptism as a sign of the faith received,
but also the instruction that as children
of God we are:

To keep the light burning brightly.
Walk always as a child of the light.

To keep the flame of faith alive in our
hearts.

And when the Lord comes, may we go
out to meet him with all the saints in the
heavenly kingdom.

Beacons of Love

Every baptised person has a call to
become beacons and lighthouses in the
world in which we find ourselves —
sharing the light of Christ, through the
Church, to the world.

In more recent times this day has been set
aside to pray for those in consecrated life.
Those who have dedicated their entire
lives to the Lord bear true witness to the
presence of the “Light of the Nations”
(Lumen gentium). They allow their vowed
lives to become beacons of loving faith-
filled hope for all who seek the truth.
May we all seek to be true signs for
those who have lost their way, and for
those fearful of the difficulties of life.

St Dubhén, pray for us.



