Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden — Sunday 9™ March 2025

Canon Sedan O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES

From Monday 10" March - Sunday 16" March 2025
AllL 3 Churches will close at 5pm in the Winter months.
except when there is an evening Mass.

KEADY

Monday - Novena 7pm

Tuesday & Wednesday — Mass at 10am
Thursday - No Mass

Friday - Mass at 10am

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday 3-6 pm & Friday 3-5pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE
Thursday Mass at 7pm
Adoration 6pm-7pm
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN

Tuesday Mass 7pm
Adoration 6pm -7pm
Sunday Mass 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED
Sean Connolly - Keady, Patricia Smyth (nee Rice) -~ formerly Keady

Months Memory
Gerard Hughes - Sunday 16" March 9am, Madden

Masses for Saint Patrick’s Day
Madden 9am - Derrynoose 10am - Keady 11.30am

Baptisms dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an altternative date in any

of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 15 & 4™ Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4pm

Madden 3" Saturday at 4pm

Please note April dates will change due to Holy Week & Easter

please contact office for April dates info@keadyparish.net

Trocaire Boxes- Available at the back of the three Churches.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann(@gmail.com

Lent “The seasons and days of penance in the course of the liturgical year
(Lent, and each Friday in memory of the death of the Lord) are intense
moments of the Church’s penitential practice. These times are particularly
appropriate for spiritual exercises, penitential liturgies, pilgrimages as signs
of penance, voluntary self-denial such as fasting and almsgiving, and
fraternal sharing (charitable and missionary works)”.

Catechism of the Catholic Church 1438

Penance is an essential part of the lives of all Christ’s faithful. It arises from
the Lord’s call to conversion and repentance. We do penance * in memory
of the passion and death of the Lord, * as a sharing in Christ’s suffering,

* as an expression of inner conversion, * as a form of reparation for sin.
The following are suggested as ways of fulfilling penance:

*Abstaining from meat or some other food * Abstaining from alcoholic drink
or smoking *Making a special effort at involvement in family prayer
*Making a special effort to participate in Mass *Visiting the Blessed
Sacrament *Making the Stations of the Cross *Fasting from food for a longer
period than usual and perhaps giving what is saved to the needy

*Helping the poor, sick, old, or lonely.

Seminarians from the Archdiocesan Seminary in Dundalk will be visiting
the parish during the Masses on the 15th and 16th of March and will be
offering St. Patrick prayer cards and hand engraved memorabilia for
donation in support of their formation to the priesthood.

Dates for Diary First Confession

Wednesday 12" March 1.15pm - St Francis of Assisi (Keady Chape!l)
Thursday 13" March 1.30pm - Derrynoose

Friday 14" March 1.00pm - Madden

Friday 21 March 2.00pm - Darkley (Keady Chapel)

Friday 28" March 1.30pm - Clea (Keady Chapel)

Sacrament of Confirmation - Sunday 6™ April at 3pm

First Holy Communion

Saturday 3™ May 11am - First Holy Communion Madden

Saturday 10" May 11am -First Holy Communion St. Francis of Assisi (Keady)
Saturday 24™ May 11am - First Holy Communion Clea & Darkley (Keady)
Saturday 31 May at 11am - First Holy Communion Derrynoose.

Masses for those buried in our Cemeteries

will be offered on the following dates:

Friday 4™ July at 7pm - Blessing of Graves Madden

Sunday 6" July at 11.30am - Blessing of Graves Keady

Friday 11" July at 7pm - Blessing of Graves Derrynoose
Specific Anniversaries not to be booked on these three dates

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

First Sunday of Lent

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)

info@keadyparish.net

Baptisms - We welcome the following children into
our parish who were baptised during the past few
lﬁﬁﬁi‘m months: Croia Annie Mary Carson,

A ' : Freddie Martin Coburn, Darragh Joseph Gribbin
@’gﬁ%" A Domhnall Eamonn McCaffrey, Ella Rose Irwin,
jCS'PM)’ Mabel Bernadette Murray, Nora Catherine Fox

Congratulations To couples recently married in the Parish:
Kerry Cunningham & Michael McGinn
Alanah McNamee & Christopher McGuinness

Sick & Housebound Anyone who wishes to be on the Priest list for First
Friday visits should contact Nuala in parish office.

(This applies to those who also receive Eucharistic Minister visits)
Canon Sedn O’Neill & Fr Aidan McCann attend the sick in Derrynoose,
Keady & Madden areas.

Please inform any relative that needs a visitation to contact the office.

Central Diocesan Fund (CDF) and Education Collection
The Diocesan Curia have issued an explanatory leaflet to explain
increases in CDF and Education.

Each parish is taxed centrally on its income by the Diocese, through
the Diocesan Office in Armagh, to support central diocesan
administration and expenditure. For many decades this has been
calculated on the basis of the estimated number of families in each
parish, i.e., on the population of each parish.

On December 17th last year a new system was introduced as outlined

in a letter from Archbishop Martin.
This new system is now calculated as a percentage of parish income
and currently has been set at 12%.

In addition to the newly calculated 12%, a new levy to replace the
annual cotlection for the ‘Education of Students for the Priesthood’
has been introduced. This is set at 6% of the parish income.

Copies of the explanatory leaflet from the Diocese explaining the
increases are available at the back of the Church and on notice
boards.

We thank parishioners for your ongoing support and generosity in
these challenging times and assure you of our continuing efforts
towards prudence and cutbacks as necessary in the financial
governance of Parish resources.

The Parish Draw resources are exempt from Diocesan Tax/levy.

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com




First Sunday of Lent, Year C; 9 Mar 2025
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

When he calls on me, | will answer him;
| will deliver him and give him glory,
| will grant him length of days.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our
sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the
sacred mysteries.

Priest: Youwere sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.

People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest  You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

Grant, almighty God,
through the yearly observances of holy Lent,
that we may grow in understanding
of the riches hidden in Christ
and by worthy conduct pursue their effects.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity

of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

bt SIT P-pi

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 26:4-10

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy:

Moses said to the people: “The priest shall take
the pannier from your hand and lay it before the
altar of the Lord your God. Then, in the sight of the
Lord your God, you must make this pronouncement:

“My father was a wandering Aramaean. He went
down into Egypt to find refuge there, few in numbers;
but there he became a nation, great, mighty, and
strong. The Egyptians ill-treated us, they gave us no
peace and inflicted harsh slavery on us. But we called
on the Lord, the God of our Fathers. The Lord heard
our voice and saw our misery, our toil and our
oppression; and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with
mighty hand and outstretched arm, with great terror,
and with signs and wonders. He brought us here and
gave us this land, a land where milk and honey flow.
Here then | bring the first fruits of the produce of the
soil that you, Lord, have given me.’ You must then lay
them before the Lord your God, and bow down inthe
sight of the Lord your God.”

The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 90

[R] Be with me, O Lord, in my distress.

[1] He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
and abides in the shade of the Almighty

says to the Lord: “My refuge,

my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!” ....... [R]

[2] Upon you no evil shall fall,

no plague approach where you dwell.

For you has he commanded his angels,
tokeepyouinallyourways. .......coovvivees [R]

[3] They shall bear you upon their hands

lest you strike your foot against a stone.

Onthe lion and the viper you will tread

and trample the young lion and the dragon. .. ..[R]

[4] His love he set on me, so | will rescue him;
protect him for he know's my name.

When he calls | shall answer: | am with you.”

I will save him in distress and give him glory. ...[R]

SECOND READING Romans 10:8-13

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans:

Scripture says: The word, that is the faith we
proclaim, is very near to you, itis on your lips and in
your heart, If your lips confess that Jesus is Lord and
if you betieve in your heart that God raised him from
the dead, then you will be saved. By believing from
the heart you are made righteous; by confessing with
your lips you are saved. When scripture says: those
who believe in him wilt have no cause for shame, it
makes no distinction between Jew and Greek: all
belong to the same Lord who is rich enough,
however many ask for his help, for everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.
Man does not live on bread alone,

but on every word that comes

from the mouth of God.

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.

GOSPEL Luke 4:1-13

Areading from the holy Gospel according to Luke:
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit through the wilderness,
being tempted there by the devil for forty days.
During that time he ate nothing and atthe end he was
hungry. Then the devil said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, tell this stone to turn into a loaf.” But
Jesus replied, “Scripture says: Man does not live on
bread alone.”

Then leading him to a height, the devil showed
him in @ moment of time all the kingdoms of the
world and said to him, “l will give you all this power
and the glory of these kingdoms, for it has been
committed to me and | give it to anyone | choose.
Worship me, then, andit shall all be yours.” But Jesus
answered him, “Scripture says:

You must worship the Lord your God,
and serve him alone.”

Then he ted him to Jerusalem and made him stand
on the parapet of the Temple “If you are the Son of
God”, he said to him, “throw yoursetf down from
here, for scripture says:

He will put his angels in charge of you
to guard you,

and again:

They will hold you up on their hands
in case you hurt your foot against a stone.”

But Jesus answered him, “It has been said:
You must not put the Lord your God to the test.”

Having exhausted all these ways of tempting him,
the devil left him, to return at the appointed time.
The Gospel ofthe Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary’, all bow)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
{ believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
- SIT i

PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest:  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
g KNEEL ppi

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest:  The Mystery of Faith.

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest: Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, 1 am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

(Stand)

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

One does not live by bread atone,
but by every word that comes forth
from the mouth of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Renewed now with heavenly bread,

by which faith is nourished, hope increased,
and churig strengthened,

we pray, O Lord,

that we may learn to hunger for Christ,
the true and living Bread,

and strive to live by every word
which proceeds from your mouth.

-
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Se_ries: The Seasons; First §1n_day of Lent, Year C; 9th March 20_25

A number of years ago 1
attended a lecture by a
theologian from Cambridge
University who spoke about
theology from a feminine
perspective. One of her
questions was about the
number 40. She asked us to
consider what the import of
the forty days, weeks, years
was for Christ; and then
there was 40 days for Moses,
and for the people of Israel,
another 40 years. What was
the significance of 40?

She told us that 40 was seen
in the ancient world as the
period of gestation for a
hiuman baby in the womb.
From this perspective the 40
days of Lent are not to be
seen as an obstacle course to
be endured by the force of our
own wills, but rather, Lent
should be looked upon as the
growth of new life.

Like a mother caring for a
new life in her womb, we
must care for the life of grace
in our own lives. Over these
40 days we allow the
holiness — that is ours
through baptism — to
flourish.

Summary

We tend to see Lent as a
time of pain and suffering, a
time to be endured rather
than a time of growth and
new hope.

Lent is about the growth of
new life.

A SEASON OF RENEWAL

Because of that lecture, I now have a
much more positive attitude toward Lent
- not wishing it to be over, or seeing it as

an endurance test. [ now see it as a way of

allowing that supernatural life of grace,
my friendship with God, to take a more
central place in my attitudes, and for me
to focus on that call to holiness, the
perfection of charity.

Growth of_New Life

We tend to see Lent as a time of pain and
suffering, a time to be endured rather
than a time of growth and new hope. It is
the season, not just of Lent, but also the
season of spring, a time when there is
growth after the cold and dead soil of
winter. The soil is becoming warm again
and there is new hope of life.

By facing our weakness we are not testing

how far we can push ourselves onto the
right path. Rather, this time is a holy
season of growth and new life. A time to
stop the old ways of selfishness and self-
centredness — the ways of the cold earth —
and to allow the love of God to warm the

Question

How do we warm our hearts in
order to focus on Jesus?

Prayer

Lord, help me to enjoy the
cleansing times that Lent provides.

soil of our hearts and to encourage God’s
grace to bring newness into our world.

Focus on What is Important

Rather than focusing on fasts and
penances this year, why not take the
words of Jesus in this Sunday’s gospel to
heart, and focus on these more deeply. In
this way we allow God to warm the soil
of our hearts to new life.

We begin by acknowledging that we do
not live for bread alone. It is our
relationship with God that should be
central in our lives.

God At The Centre

The first way we warm our hearts is to
curtail our over-reliance on the things of
this world and its systems of approval,
and to focus instead on God. We do this
by listening to the words of Jesus.

We must worship the Lord and serve him,
not expecting God to be our play-thing
who dances to our tunes. God invites us
into his world. Worshipping God involves
us in following the third piece of advice
given in this Sunday’s Gospel, we should
not put God to the test, but trust Him.

Living Anew

In this way, we acknowledge the
importance of God in our lives. By
worshipping him and trusting him, we
come to see the positive movement of
God during these 40 days. We begin to
live anew.



