Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden — Sunday 30™ March 2025

Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23(@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES

From Monday 31° March - Sunday 6" April 2025
AlL3 Churches will close at 5pm in the Winter months.
except when there is an evening Mass.

KEADY

Monday - 7.00pm

Tuesday & Wednesday — Mass at 10am
Thursday - No Mass

Friday — Mass at 10am

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday 3-6pm & Friday 3-5pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE
Thursday Mass at 7pm
Adoration 6pm - 7pm
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN

Tuesday Mass 7pm
Adoration 6pm -7pm
Sunday Mass 9am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:

LATELY DECEASED

Marina Rush — Railway Crescent, Seamus McNamee - Madden Row,
Declan Murphy - Oram formerly Aughnagurgan

Baptisms dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any
of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 1t & 4™ Sunday at 12.30pm
Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4pm
Madden 3" Saturday at 4pm

Please note April dates will change due to Holy Week & Easter
please contact office for April dates

Visitation If anyone would welcome a visit,
please contact the priests or the Parish Office.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann(@gmail.com

Laetare Sunday

The name ‘Laetare’ comes from the first words of the Entrance Antiphon for
Mass, "Laetare Jerusalem" — "Rejoice, O Jerusalem". This Sunday marks
the half-way point of the Lenten season. Signs of joy are allowed on this
day, expressing our belief in the hope of the resurrection and to inspire us
as we continue our Lenten commitments to prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Symbolizing joy, rose-coloured Mass vestments may be worn instead of
purple, to indicate the contrast between Laetare and the other Sundays of
Lent. The tradition of using the colour rose is thought to come from the
tradition of the Golden Rose; at one time popes sent golden roses to
Catholic heads of state in Europe on this Sunday.

Day Retreat for Holy week

Saturday 12" April - Theme: Living in God’s Abundance
TIMETABLE 11.00am 1% Session

12.30 Reflection/Sharing Time Break 1-2pm

2.00pm 2" Session - 3.30/4.00pm Conclusion

Retreat Director: Sr Mercedes Coen

Retreat with take place in St Patrick’s Hall. Anyone
interested is asked to contact any member of the Parish
Council or to the Parish Office. (Tea/Coffee will be provided)

Join our Parish Children’s Rosary starts Sunday after Mass 30th March
10.40am - 11am - St. Mochua’s Chapel, Derrynoose.

Diocesan Synodal Congress 2026

in preparation for the October 2025 National Pre-Synodal Assembly in
Kilkenny, and the Armagh Diocesan Synodal Congress on Youth, Family
and Faith in March 2026, each parish is asked to nominate three people to
participate* One young adult (18-35 years old) * One parent of a young
family * One other delegate who plays an active role in the faith life of the
parish. If anyone is interested, please contact any member of the Parish
Council or one of the priests. The 17 themes that emerged in Ireland during
the universal synodal consultation process, helping the Church to discern
its mission in contemporary Ireland are outlined below.

*Baptism, Family, catechesis, education, faith formation, youth, liturgy,
women, clergy, lay ministry, co-responsibility, abuse, sexuality and
LGBTQ+ issues, culture, belonging, ecumenism, covid-19.

Parish Envelopes are distributed over these days. We thank you sincerely
for your ongoing support and contributions. Anyone who would like to be
added to the envelope system or would like to set up a Direct Debit or
register with Gift Aid is asked to contact the Parish Office.

Parish Draw
The new Draw will take ptace on Monday 31 March at 2pm

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

Fourth Sunday of Lent - Laetare

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)
info@keadyparish.net

Sacrament of Confirmation - Sunday 6" April at 3pm

First Holy Communion

Saturday 3™ May 11am - First Holy Communion Madden

Saturday 10™ May 11am -First Holy Communion St. Francis of Assisi (Keady)
Saturday 24™ May 11am - First Holy Communion Clea & Darkley (Keady)
Saturday 31 May at 11am - First Holy Communion Derrynoose.

Masses for those buried in our Cemeteries

will be offered on the following dates:

Friday 4" July at 7pm - Blessing of Graves Madden

Sunday 6" July at 11.30am - Blessing of Graves Keady

Friday 11" July at 7pm - Blessing of Graves Derrynoose
Specific Anniversaries not to be booked on these three dates

Postcards for the Assisted Suicide Vote

The assisted suicide Bill will be voted on in Parliament in Westminster on
25" April. Although this Bill would change the law in England and Wales,
MPs in Northern Ireland are able to vote on this Bill. |f assisted suicide is
legalised in England and Wales, this will put pressure on Northern Irish
lawmakers to legalise assisted suicide in Northern Ireland too, to keep UK
legislation consistent on this issue. You are encouraged to write to your
local MP asking them to vote against the legalisation of assisted suicide in
the parliamentary vote in Westminster on 25 April. To this end, pre-printed
postcards are available. Please take a postcard and send it to your local
MP in advance of the vote.

A Day of Music and Ministry on Lough Derg 26" April

Are you involved, or keen to become involved in Church Music in your
Parish, School, University etc.? We invite you to join us for ‘Sing for Joy!' - A
Day of Music and Ministry. Saturday 26th April at Lough Derg. Boat departs
at 9:30am. In the prayerful setting of Lough Derg, this day will provide space
for the power of music to nourish our spirit and allow us to give praise to
God through the beauty of sound, song, and silence. There will be various
inputs as well as time to pray, connect with others and explore this Sacred
place. The day will conclude with the Celebration of the Eucharist at 5pm
(open to the public). This day is open to young people aged 18-35 and is free
to attend (supported by the Knights of St Columbanus).

Registration is essential via https://bit.ly/Singforloy .

For further information please contact
info@knightsofstcolumbanusomagh.co.uk / +447759496677.

Derrynoose GAC Club Facilitation Night

We are a proud 4 code club that has tasted success on the field over the
past number of years. We want to put our best foot forward to continue this
success for our future generations. Come along and have your say on
Facilitation Night - Friday 4™ April at 7pm.

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



The Mass

Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year C; 30 Mar 2025

-t STAND ppi

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in mourning;
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest.  Youwere sentto heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest.  Youcameto call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest: You are seated at the right hand of the
Fatherto intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

0 God, who through your Word

reconcile the human race to yourself in a wonderful way,
grant, we pray,

that with prompt devotion and eager faith

the Christian people may hasten

toward the solemn celebrations to come.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

e SIT ppi

FIRST READING Joshua 5:9-12

A reading from the book of Joshua:

The Lord said to Joshua, “Today | have taken the
shame of Egypt away from you.”

The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and
kept the Passover there on the fourteenth day of the
month, at evening in the plain of Jericho. On the
morrow of the Passover they tasted the produce of
that country, unleavened bread and roasted ears of
corn, that same day. From that time, from their first
eating of the produce of that country, the manna
stopped falling. And having manna no longer, the
Israelites fed from that year onwards on what the
land of Canaan yielded.

The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 33

[R] Taste and see that the Lord is good.

[1] I will bless the Lord at all times,

his praise always on my lips;

in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.

The humble shalt hearand beglad. ........... [R]

[2] Glorify the Lord with me.

Together let us praise his name.

| sought the Lord and he answered me;

from all my terrorshe setmefree. ............ [R]

[3] Look towards him and be radiant;

let your faces not be abashed.

This poor man called; the Lord heard him

and rescued him from all his distress. ......... [R]

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

Areading fromthe second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians:

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new
creation; the old creation has gone, and now the new
one is here. It is all God’s work. It was God who
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us
the work of handing on this reconciliation. In other
words, God in Christ was reconciling the world to
himself, not holding men's faults against them, and he
has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled.
So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God
were appealing through us, and the appeal that we
make in Christ’s name is; be reconciled to God. For our
sake God made the sinless one into sin, so that in him
we might become the goodness of God.

The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION {Stand)

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus!

| will leave this place and go to my father and say:
“Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you.”
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesust

GOSPEL Luke 15:1-3,11-32

A reading from the Gospel according to Luke;
People:Glory to you, O Lord.

The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking
the company of Jesus to hear whathe had to say, and the
Pharisees and the scribes complained. “This man” they
said “welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he
spoke this parable to them:

“A man had two sons. The younger said to his father,
‘Father, let me have the share of the estate that would
come fo me.’ So the father divided the property between
them. A few days later, the younger son got together
everything he had and left for a distant country where he
squandered his money on a life of debauchery.

“When he had spent it all, that country experienced
a severe famine, and now he began to feel the pinch, so
he hired himse!f out to one of the local inhabitants who
put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he would
willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs
were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he
came to his senses and said, ‘How many of my father’s
paid servants have more food than they want, and here
am | dying of hunger! | will leave this place and goto my
father and say: Father, | have sinned againstheaven and
against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son;
treat me as one of your paid servants.’ So he left the
place and went back to his father.

“While he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and was moved with pity. He ranto the boy, clasped
him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son
said, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and against
you. | no longer deserve to be called your son.’ But the
father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring out the best robe
and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it
we are going to have afeast, a celebration, because this
son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was
lost and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.

“Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his
way back, as he drew near the house, he could hear
music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked
what it was all about. ‘Your brother has come’ replied
the servant ‘and your father has killed the calf we had
fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.’
He was angry then and refused to go in, and his father
came out to plead with him; but he answered his father,
‘Look, all these years | have slaved for you and never
once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me
so much as a kid for me to celebrate with myfriends. But,
for this son of yours, when he comes back after
swallowing up your property—he and his women—you
kill the calf we had been fattening.'

“The father said, ‘My son, you are with me always
and all | have is yours, But it is only right we should
celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was
dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.””
The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Stand)
I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary’, all bow)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
fromthere he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
et 51T Bl
PREFACE DIALOGUE
Priest:  The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Priest:  Liftup your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis rightand just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Hoty, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
ettt KNEEL ppi

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest  The Mystery of Faith.

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

You must rejoice, my son,
for your brother was dead and has come to life;
he was lost and is found.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

0 God, who enlighten everyone who comes into this world,
illuminate our hearts, we pray,

with the splendour of your grace,

that we may always ponder

what is worthy and pleasing to your majesty

and love you in all sincerity.

-
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Of all the Evangelists, St Luke
alone tells the immortal story of
the Prodigal Son (this Sunday's
gospel). Even though the younger
son in the story seemed to have
got a better deal than the older
one, he was really the underdog.
The older one, if I may say so,
was the worst kind of eldest
brother: he was like a third
parent, but without the love that
parents have. He was harsh and
judgmental, envious and self-
righteous. It's not so surprising,
then, that the younger son left
home, and even lost his self-
respect: his older brother
represented respectability in its
most depressing form.

Summary
The Prodigal Father was lavish
with his mercy and forgiveness.
The underdog finds out more

about the father’s mercy than
the ‘overdog’.

Question

How did the younger son learn
more about the Father’s love
than the older one?

Prayer

Lord, I know that your door is
always open to me, no matter
what.

The focus of the story of the Prodigal
Son is not so much on the two brothers
as on their father, despite the fact that
we call the younger son ‘the prodigal’.
The word comes from Latin ‘prodigus’,
which means ‘lavish’. Yes, the son was
lavish and reckless. But the father was
even more so! The father was lavish
with his mercy and forgiveness. And
since the story is really focused on the
father, we should call it the story “The
Prodigal Father’ rather than ‘“The
Prodigal Son’.

Learning From Mistakes

Those who heard that story from the
lips of Jesus were well aware that they
were being cast in the role of the older
brother. They had seen that tax-
collectors and prostitutes were all
seeking the company of Jesus, and they
said,

This man welcomes sinners and eats

with them! (Luke 15:2)

He captured them perfectly in the
character of the older brother. It's not
like he was commending the younger
son (because, again, the focus is on the
father); but the reality is that the
underdog finds out more about the
father’s mercy than the ‘overdog’. It
takes a prodigal son to know a prodigal
father.

Back in the Family

The father was certainly prodigal with
his love. He didn’t sit sulking in his
house, full of recrimination about his
rodigal son. He was looking out for
im, and forgetting about his old age
and his arthritis:

While the son was still a long way off he
ran towards his son, clasped him in his
arms and kissed him tenderly. (Lk 15:20)

He didn’t even let him finish his
prepared speech of repentance.
“Quick,” he said, “... put a ring on his
finger.” That ring meant that he was
again a member of the family, not a
hired servant. This was warm and
whole-hearted forgiveness — which is
the only real kind there is.

Unconditional Love

Jesus could have inserted all kinds of
conditions and restrictions into the
story; he could have had the father
insist that the returned son work for his
keep, because he had spent his
inheritance ~ an inheritance, by the way,
that he had callously claimed while his
father was still alive (rather than
waiting until after his death) thus
treating his father as a dead man. But
Jesus inserted no conditions
whatsoever, no limitation on the
father’s love. In this story Jesus was
trying to tell us what God is like. This is
the story.



