The Triumph of the Cross Year C 1dth Sept 2025

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON {Stand)

Weshould glory In the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,
in whom Is our salvation, life and resurrection,
through whom we are saved and delivered.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare lebrate the sacred
Priest: You were sentio heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.
Priest You come to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.
Priest: You are seated ai the right hand of the
Fathertointercede for us:Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Glary to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will,

We pralse you,

you,

u thanks for your greal glory,
Lord God, heaventy King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

ve mercy onus;
you fake amme sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
ou alone are the Most High,

us t
with the Holy Spirit,
inthe glory of God the Father.
Amen.
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FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9

A reading from the book of Numbers:

On the way through the wilderness, the
Israelltes lost patience. They spoke against God and
against Moses, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt to
die in this wilderness? For there Is nelther bread nor
water here; we are sick of this unsatisfying food.’

Atthis God sent flery serpenls among the people;
thelr bite brought death to many in Israel, The
people came and said to Moses, ‘We have sinned by
speaking agalnst the Lord and against you.
Intercede for us with the Lord to save us from these
serpents.’

Moses interceded for the people, ond the Lord
answered him, ‘Make a flery serpent and pui lton o
standard. if anyone is bitten and looks at it, he shall
life." So Moses fashioned a bronze serpeni which he
put on a stondard, ond if anyone was bitten by o
serpent, he looked at the bronze serpentand lived.

The word of the Lord.
Feople: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psatm 77

'F1 Never forget the deeds of the Lord.
Give heed, my people, to my teaching;
turn your ear to the words of my mouth.
| will open my mouth in a parable
and reveal hidden lessons of the past. R
[2] When he slew them, then they would seek him,
return and seek him in earmest.
They would remember that God was their rock,
God the Most High their redeemer.

[3) But the words they spoke were mere flattery;
they lied to him wikh their lips.

For thelr hearts were not truly with him;

they were not faithful to his covenant. iR
14] Yet he who s full of compassion

forgave thelr sin and spared them.

So often he held back his anger

when he might have stirred up his rage. R

SECOND READING Philippians 2:6-11

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philipplans:
The state of Jesus Christ was divine,
et he did not cling to his equality with God,
but emptied himself
to assume the condition of a slave,
and became as men are;
and being as all men are,
he was humbler yet,
even to accepting death, death on a cross.
But God raised him high
and gave him the name
which s above all other names
50 that all belngs In the heavens,
on earth and In the underworid,
would bend the knee at the name of Jesus,
and that every tongue should acdaim
Jesus Christ as Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
The word of the Lond.
People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
Alleluia, allefula!
We adore you, 0 Christ, and we bless yous;
because by your cross
Xlou have redeemed the world.

lefula!

GOSPEL Tohn 3:13-17

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John:
People: Glory to you, 0 Lord.
Jesus sald to Nicodemus:

No one has gone up to heaven

except the one who came down from heaven,

the Son of Man who Is In heaven;

and the Son of Man must be lifted up

as Moses lifted up the serpent In the desert,

so that everyone who believes may have eternal life

in him.

Yes, God loved the world so much

that he gave his only Son,

50 that everyone who belleves in him may not be lost

but may have eternal life.

For God sent his Son into the world

not to condemn the world,

but so that through him the world might be saved.’
The Gospel ofthe Lord,

People:Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY ¢5it) |

THE CREED {Stand)

I betieve in one God,

the Father almighty,

moker of heaven and earth,

of alt things visible ond invisible.
| belleve in one Lord Sesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstontial with the Father;
through him oll things were made.
For us men and for our satvation
he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was Incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became mon.

For our soke he was arudfied under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

and Is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come againinglory

tojudge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

1belleve in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of tife,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son [s adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, hoty, cathollc and apostolic Church.
1 confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward 1o the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
ety | oot}

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
bttt ]

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest:  The Mystery of Falth.

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Prizst  Behold the Lamb ...

Frople Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

When | am lifted up from the earth,
| will draw everyone to myself, says the Lord.
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t was the prophets who forged
the religion of Israel. When
Moses received the Ten
Contnandments, God had
already commanded that “You
shall not have strange gods
before me.” But they never
sfopped having some strange
gods, prayiug iotw to this god
awxd now to that god,

crding on the need at the
tinie,

Even tite bronze scrpent that
we read about today became a
medion of healing from

pofsonous suakes, This serpent

later becanie a god in the

imagination of the people,
When good King Josial wanted
to cleanse the Temple of all its
pagan practices, this bronze
scipent was taken out and
tizelted dozon.

However, the propiicts’ words
hadd Little fasting cffect, and
when Israel s defeated by
Babylon in BC, their first
thought was that the Lord
frimself, the God of Isracl, had
teen defeated by the gods of
Babylon.

But then, suddenly, they saw
tite fruti. Wien Babylon itself
cwas defeated and the new
Persian king, Cyrus, had sent
the Jews home to rebuild the
Temple in Jerusalent, they
kncwo that God had only becn
biding his time, and that it
was the God of Israel who
ruled the world. This was a
lessoun they ucver forgot.

Series: Dogma; Feast of the Triumph of the Cross, Year C; 14 September 2025

FALSE GODS

The prophet Isaiah mocked the gods of
Babylon — all false gods. They were only
bits of wood covered in silver, and
painted:

they have eyes but they cannot see,

they have ears but they cannot hear!

(Psalm 155)

And repeatedly, Isaiah heard God
saying,

Iam God: there is no ofher.  (1saizh 45:5)
What the people of Israel realised (when
they saw that their God was, in fact, the
God of the entire world) was that their
God was a different type of God. He
wasn'’t just another, bigger, stronger god.
He was something completely different.

Lave, or Social Control?

The false gods of Babylon were no more
than a means of social control. They
were invoked for good crops or fine
weather, for success in battle or a good
marriage.

Summary

When Babylon itself was
defeated, the new Persian king,
Cyrus, sent the Jews home to
rebuild their Temple. They

knew that God had only been
biding his time.

We need to believe in God as
an all-powerful love.

| But the true God was a lover; he was

faithful; he was loyal to Israel; he was like
a Father to them. He didn't need to be
bargained with by offerings and
pilgrimages.

When the people were lost in Babylon,
he was like a shepherd, gathering the
lambs in his arms and gently bringing
home the mother sheep, as Isaiah said.
He didn't need to be negotiated with,
and his horizon was not limited by
success or failure in this world.

Some idols still remain in our own
culture today, forces that need to be
feared, manipulated and controlled:
fortune-tellers and people who deal
dangerously in the “supernatural”. But
also, all sense of fear that leads to
injustice and manipulation for the sake
of money, or prestige, or power - these
can be called idols, too.

Neither Controlled nor Manipulated

The true God is much better. He died on
the cross for us. He does not need to be
manipulated or controlled. What we
need to do, instead, is to believe in his
all-powerful love. ®

Questioi
How could God’s Frorizon cvcr be
limited by success in this world?

Prayer

Lord, help me to distinguish you
from all the false gods.




Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden — Sunday 14 September 2025

Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 15" September - Sunday 21* September 2025

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm (with Novena Prayers)
Tuesday & Wednesday & Friday Mass at 10am
Thursday — No Mass

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday & Friday 3.00-6.00pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE
*Thursday - School Mass at 10am (No 7pm Mass)
Sunday Mass at 10am

MADDEN
Tuesday Mass 7.00pm
Sunday Mass 9.00am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED
Aoife Lennon - Derrynoose, Dessie McAuley — Darkley

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any
of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 1 & 4" Sunday at 12.30pm
Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4.00pm
Madden 3" Saturday at4pm

Visitation If anyone would welcome a visit or a house Blessing,
please contact the priests or the Parish Office. 02837531242

Parish Finance Committee meeting on Monday 15" September
Parish Pastoral Council meeting on Tuesday 16" September

Weddings in the Parish - 2026
If you have already booked your wedding in the parish for
2026, please contact the Parish Office by email at
info@keadyparish.net

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Why Sunday Matters - An invitation to reflect on Sunday Mass
Irish Catholic Bishop’s Conference 2025

As we journey through this Jubilee Year of Hope, we, the Irish Bishops,
warmly invite all Catholics to reflect on the immense significance of
Sunday Mass and, for thase who have not yet done so, to return with
renewed joy to the celebration of the Eucharist.
The Mass is not just a ritual, it is the source and summit of our faith. It
is where we encounter Christ in His living presence, and it is through
the Eucharist that we are strengthened to live as true disciples.
Attending Mass on Sundays, or its vigil on Saturday evening, is not just
an obligation; it is a profound privilege and a chance to experience
God’s love in a deeply personal way. As we come to this sacred
celebration let us do so with hearts full of gratitude for the precious gift
of Christ’s presence among us.

Full text on Parish facebook page

Ordination to the Diaconate Brendan McKernan, from the parish of
Keady, Derrynoose & Madden will be ordained Deacon for the
Archdiocese of Armagh on 28™ September in St. Colman’s Cathedral,
Newry. We keep Brendan in our prayers.

Legion of Mary Trip to Knock -Sunday 28" September. Fare £20 return.
Leaving Armagh 7am. Contact Helen 07713744903 & Kathleen
07801863461

175 We welcome the following children into our
(_{J‘/. O E parish who were baptised during the past few

" "ﬁ’%ﬁiw months: Cody Sean McMahon, Callie Mary

L Aﬁ‘iﬁl&) S McGonnell, Rlonr'la Caitlin Murph.y, Ryan Michael

ﬂ"i;%}{"j‘();( McQuade, Tomas Owen Larkin, Cara Mary
L f((j”w 7 McNeice, Lir Brendan McNally, Déithi Patrick
Loughran, Eolann Liam Keenan, Ronan
Christopher Kelly, Eanna James Lennon, Dakata McBride- Callaghan,
John James Ward, Luan Brian Leonard, Isabella Grace Gonzelez
Woods, Brookyln Anne Rose Irwin, Eloise Pearl McGrane, Niall John
Aidan Pinkerton.

Congratulations to recently married
couples within the Parish

Laura Mone & James Hughes

Gemma McCabe & Kieran McKeever
Emma McGuigan & Philip Toner

Karly Murphy & Patrick Smyth

Aisling McGrane & James Nugent
Catherine Parker & Maitiu Donnelly

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)
info@keadyparish.net

The annual collection for the maintenance of St Patrick’s Cathedral
takes place next weekend, September 20th-21st. Your generous
support helps preserve the beauty of this sacred building, which
continues to welcame pilgrims and visitors from near and far during this
Jubilee of Hope. Parishioners are warmly invited to visit the Cathedral
and receive the special Jubilee Indulgence, in accordance with
Church norms.

The Season of Creation is marked throughout the Christian world from
1 September to 4 October (Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi) and
celebrates the joy of creation as well as encouraging awareness-raising
initiatives to protect the natural environment.
www.catholicbishops.ie/season-of-creation-2025/

Annual Venerable Matt Talbot Mass Sunday 28th September in Lady
of Lourdes Church Sean McDermott Street Dublin at 3.00pm. Bus
leaving Armagh City Hotel at 10.30am. Fare £55.00 and this includes
tea and evening meal in the Carrickdale Hotel Dundalk. Contact Mary
Livingstone 07974629994 hefore 25th September.

Jubilee Year Opportunities at Lough Derg Day Retreats , 20™, 21
Pilgrim Path Lake Shore Pilgrimage - In the footsteps of pilgrims through
the centuries info@loughderg.org 00353719861518 www.loughderg.org

“Daisy Dander” Armagh Support Group Cancer Fund for Children are
celebrating 30 years of fundraising this year, “Daisy Dander” Gosford
Forest Park 27 September @ 2pm Further information from;

armaghcancerfundforchildren@hotmail.com / 07793160619

70th Anniversary of the Sacred Heart Intermediate School opening
A Reunion is planned for all those who attended from 1955 till 1973.
Sunday 21st September from 2pm until 6pm in the school currently
known as Colaiste Chaitriona Ard Mhacha. Guest speakers present.
Doors open at 1:30pm

St. Thérese: Annual Triduum: To mark 100 years of her canonisation,
the 13th Annual Triduum in Honour of St. Thérese of Lisieux will take
place inthe Church of the Immaculate Conception, Kilkerley A91 XV 99
on: Monday 29th September (Celebrant Dom Mark-Ephrem M. .Nolan
Abbot of Holy Cross Abbey, Rostrevor) Tuesday 30th September
(Celebrant Fr. Gerry Campbell PP) and Wednesday 1st October: Feast
day (Celebrant Archbishop Eamon Martin DD) . On the feast day there
will be Confessions from 6.00pm and Mass will be followed by the
veneration of a relic of the saint and blessings of rose petals. The
theme is ‘St. Thérese & the Heart of the Priest: Hope through the
Little Way.’

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



