Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden — Sunday 7" December 2025

Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 8" December - Sunday 14" December 2025

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm (Holy Day)
Tuesday, Wednesday - Mass at 10am
Friday 12" Dec Mass at 7pm ( No 10am)
Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday & Friday 3.00-6.00pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE
Monday Mass at 10am (Holy Day)
Thursday Mass at 7pm

Sunday Mass at 10am
Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass in Derrynoose All very welcome

MADDEN
Tuesday Mass at 7pm
Sunday Mass 9.00am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

MONTH’S MEMORY

Kathleen Flanagan — Sunday 7*" December 11.30am - Keady
Jimmy Reneghan - Friday 12" December 7pm — Keady
Annie Trainor — Friday 2" January 7pm - Keady

Visitation If anyone would welcome a visit or a house Blessing,
please contact the priests or the Parish Office. 02837531242
Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any
of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 15t & 4" Sunday at 12.30pm
Derrynoose 2™ Saturday at 4.00pm
Madden 3 Saturday at 4.00pm

Saint Vincent de Paul Annual Christmas Collection
will be taken up at all Masses on 13th and 14th December

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)

aidmccann(@gmail.com
: :h';—}’! The Immaculate Conception
@ - of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Immaculate Monday 8" December
conception

Morning Mass 10am Derrynoose
Evening Mass 7pm Keady

December 8

SVP Christmas Lunch Friday 12" December at 1pm
In St. Patrick’s Hall, Keady Cost Donation only. Tel 07543761019

Poinsettias for Christmas You are invited to donate a Poinsettia
plant in memory of a loved one. The plants will be used for the
decoration of the churches and cribs.

Poinsettias are associated with Christmas on the basis of a Mexican
story about a girl who wanted to bring a gift to Jesus at Christmas Eve
Mass but lacked the means. On the way to church, she grabbed
some weeds from the roadside to bring to Jesus. However, when she
entered the church to make her offering, they blossomed into
poinsettia flowers. The star-shaped leaf pattern is said to symbolize
the star of Bethlehem, and the red colour represents the blood
sacrifice through the crucifixion of Jesus. Plants may be leftin the
church, from Wednesday 10th December.

You may wish to attach a card with the name of your loved one.

Pope Leo on his first Apostolic Journey

“Today, the whole of humanity afflicted by violence and conflict is
crying out for reconciliation. The desire for full communion among all
believers in Jesus Christ is always accompanied by the search for
fraternity among all human beings. In the Nicene Creed, we profess
our faith “in one God, the Father.” Yet, it would not be possible to
invoke God as Father if we refused to recognize as brothers and
sisters all other men and women, who are created in the image of
God. There is a universal fraternity of men and women regardless of
ethnicity, nationality, religion or personal perspectives.

Religions, by their very nature, are repositories of this truth and should
encourage individuals, groups and peoples to recognize this and put
it into practice. Furthermore, we must strongly reject the use of
religion for justifying war, violence, or any form of fundamentalism or
fanaticism. Instead, the paths to follow are those of fraternal

encounter, dialogue and cooperation”.
(from Address of the Holy Father Friday, 28 November - Iznik, Turkey)

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

Second Sunday of Advent

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)
info@keadyparish.net

Madden - Memories, Milestones.

Launch of the Madden book. Thursday 11 December, 7.30pm.
Armagh City Hotel. Compiled by the Community, for the Community.
This book preserves local history, stories and traditions—capturing
people, places, and culture as a keepsake to treasure. Music by local
musicians, with readings from Contributors.

School Aid Romania -Pupils from across our parish will soon be
travelling to Romania as part of the School Aid Romania project.
During their visit, the students will volunteer in hospitals,
orphanages, clinics, and various schools. They will also help deliver
food programmes to very poor families in several deprived villages.
To support the cost of this important work, a number of fundraising
events have been organised. We kindly ask you to support these
efforts in any way you can.

Fundraisers

Tea/Coffee Morning & Bake Sale

After the Vigil Mass and 11.30am Mass

St Patrick’s Hall, Keady - 6th & 7th December

Big Breakfast

Sunday 7th December at 12pm - St Patrick’s High School

Cake Sale

After Mass Sunday 21st December - Derrynoose Community Centre
Join us for festive treats and prizes!

St Francis of Assisi PS & Gaelscoil Proinsias Naofa

Christmas Carol Service - Caruil na Nollag will take place on
Thursday, 11th December at 6:30pm in St Patrick’s Church. This is a
ticket only event and tickets are available to purchase for £5from
the school office.

Anam Cara monthly meeting 17" December
Anam Cara, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, will
hold its monthly Parent Support Evening onWednesday 17th
December at 7.30pm in the Armagh City Hotel.

Santa will be in his grotto at The Youth Club. Friday 12th Dec from
6.30 -9pm . Pre booking at the club, during opening hours- follow
Facebook- limited numbers.

Parish Christmas Gathering
Sunday 21 December after 11.30am Mass.
Refreshments will be served.

Plus
December Parish Draw will take place.

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



The Mass

Second Sunday of Advent, Year A; 7 Dec 2025

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Stand)

0 people of Sion, behold,

the Lord will come to save the nations,

and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard
inthe joy of your heart.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so

prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest: You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy onus,
forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life.
People: Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 11:1-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah:

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,

a scion thrusts from his roots:

on him the spirit of the Lord rests,

a spirit of wisdom and Insight,

a spirit of counsel and power,

a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)

He does not judge by appearances,

he gives no verdict on hearsay,

but judges the wretched with integrity,

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless;

his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his walist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.

The wolflives with the lamb,

the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together

with alittle boy to lead them.

The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.

The lion eats straw like the ox.

The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;
into the viper’s lair

the young child puts his hand.

They do no hurt, no harm,

on all my holy mountain,

for the country [s filled with the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse

shall stand as a signalto the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 71

[R] In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.

[1] 0 God, give your judgementto the king,

to a king's son your justice,

that he may judge your people In justice

and your poor inrightjudgement. ............. [R]

[2] In his days justice shall flourish

and peace till the moon fails.

He shall rule from seato seq,

from the GreatRiver to earth’s bounds. ......... IR]

[3] For he shall save the poor when they cry

and the needy who are helpless.

He will have pity on the weak

and save the lives ofthepoor...............00 [R]

[4] May his name be blessed for ever

and endure like the sun,

Every tribe shall be blessed in him,

all nations blesshisname. .................c0. [R]

SECOND READING Romans 15:4-9

A reading from the letter of 5t Paul fo the Romans:

Everything that was written long ago in the
scriplures was meant to teach us something about
hope from the examples scripture gives of how
people who did not give up were helped by God. And
may he who helps us when we refuseto give up, help
you all to be tolerant with each other, following the
example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and
voice you may give glory to the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

1t can only be to God's glory, then, for you to
treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ
treated you. The reason Christ became the servant of
circumcised Jew's was not only so that God could
faithfully carry out the promises made to the
patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory
to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place:
For this | shall praise you among the pagans and sing
your name.
The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

Alleluia, alleluial
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight,
and all mankind shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12

Areading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew:
People:Glory to you, O Lord.

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was
his message: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand.” This was the man the prophet Isaich
spoke of when he said:

Avolce crles in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight.

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair
with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all
Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their
way to him, and as they were baptised by him inthe
river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he
saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming
for baptism he said to them, “Brood of vipers, who
warned you to fly from the retribution thatis
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the
appropriate fruit, and do not presume o tell
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father,’
because, | tell you, God can raise children for
Abraham from these stones, Even now the axe is
laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which
fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and
thrown on the fire. | baptise you in water for
repentance, but the one who follows me is more
powerful than | am, and | am not fit to carry his
sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. His winnowing fan is in his hand; he will clear
his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the
barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will
nevergo out.”

The Gospel ofthe Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

(Stand)

THE CREED

I believe inone God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible,

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
bom of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came downfromheaven, -

(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and became man’, ali bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated al the right hand of the Father.

He will come againin glory

{o judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
et SIT PPy

PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest The Lord be with you.
People: And with your spirit.
Priest:  Lift up your hearts.
People; We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right and just.

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...

el KX N E E L B

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest: The Mystery of Faith.

People: Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest: Behold the Lamb..,

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.
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Vol.47; No.2; Second Sunday of Advent, Year A; 7 Dec 2025;
Readings: Baruch 5:1-9, Psatm 125, Philippians 1:3-6,8-11, Luke
3:1-6; Next Week: The Blind Shall See.
Dec 6 St Nicholas : Dec 7 Advent 2 : Dec 8 Immaculate
Conception : Dec 9 Juan Diego Cuahtlatoztzin : Dec 10 Weekday
: Dec 11 St Damasus : Dec 12 Jane Frances; Our Lady of
Guadalupe; 5t Finnian : 13 5t Lucy : Dec 14 Advent 3.
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“A shoot springs
from the stock of Jesse.”

So begins the first reading this
Sunday. The ‘stock of Jesse’ is
the stump of Jesse. Jesse (King
David’s father) was imagined

as a tree that had been cut
down. The verses immediately
preceding this reading are:

“The Lord of hosts will lop the
boughs with terrifying power;
the tallest trees will be cut
down, and the lofty will be
brought low. He will hack
down the thickets of the forest
with an axe, and Lebanon with
its majestic trees will fall.”

But then ...

“A shoot springs from the
stock of Jesse, a scion [a
branch] thrust from his roots.”
New life appears when all
seems lost.
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Series: The Seasons; Second Sunday of Advent Year A; 7 Dec 2025
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Isaiah lived seven or eight centuries
before Christ, but he had a message of
hope for his own distressing times:
A descendant of David (and Jesse) will
one day inaugurate justice in the land.
He will be a great king, he will not be
influenced by bribes or by the wealthy
or powerful, he will have a care for the
poor, he will be filled with God’s Spirit.
Isaiah describes how things are going to
be when the good days come:
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
panther lie down with the kid, calf and
lion-cub feed together with a little boy to
lead them. (Is 11:5-6)

This was a throw-back to Eden, when
not only Adam and Eve, but all the
animals, were vegetarians — truly, a time
of innocence.

Summary
Christ is God’s best music.

It was for Christ that Isaiah
was waiting and hoping.
Chyrist is God's initiative; he is
the one to restore our
innocence.

Question

What would a world without

hope be like?

Innocence Restored

With hindsight, Christians say it was for
Christ that Isaiah was waiting, and
hoping. Christ is God’s deed, God’s
initiative; he is the one to restore our
innocence. Today we live in an age of
suspicion, unable to believe anything,
and unwilling to hope for anything that
doesn't yield immediate results. This
isn’t the best formula for living a deep
and full life. In one of her quirky poems
Emily Dickinson put her finger on this
aspect of hope:

“Hope is the thing with feathers

That perches in the soul

And sings the tune without the words
And never stops at all.”  (Emily Dickenson)

The Music of Hope

Words are logical: you can argue about
them, even make deductions from them,
or refute them ... but you can’t really do
any of that to a tune. A tune just gets into
you, and stays there. Hope is like that.
Call it dreaming, if you will, but what
would a world without hope be like? It
would be like a world without tunes: a fit
place for machines but not for human
beings. “Hope springs eternal,” we say.
It’s the voice of God, which is a singing
voice. Christ is God’s best music. B

hope in wmy heart forever.



