THE MASS

Third Sunday of Advent, YearA; 14 Dec 2025

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Stand

Rejoice in the Lord always;
again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: You were sentto heal the contrite of heart;
Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest:  You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  May almighty God have mercy onus,
forgive us oursins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

People: Amen.

COLLECT

0 God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the Lord's Nativity,
enable us, we pray,
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 35:1-6,10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah:

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the waste land rejoice and bloom,

tet it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,

let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,

the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;

they shall see the glory of the Lord,

the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
“Courage! Do not be afraid.

“Look your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God;
he is coming to save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,

then the lame shall leap like adeer

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,

for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy on their faces;

joy and gladness will go with them

and sorrow and lament be ended.

The word ofthe Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145

|[R] Come, Lord, and save us.

[1] Itis the Lord who keeps faith for ever,

who is just to those who are oppressed.

Itis he who gives bread to the hungry,

the Lord, who sels prisoners free. .............
[2] Itis the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,

the Lord, who protects the stranger

and upholds the widow and orphan. ...........

Itis the Lord who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion's God, fromagetoage. .....ovvvensrienns

SECOND READING James 5:7-10

Areading from the lefter of St James:

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming.
Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for the
precious fruit of the ground until it has had the
autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to
be patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s
coming will be soon, Do not make complaints against
one another, brothers, so as not to be brought to
judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be
seen waiting at the gales. For your example,
brothers, in submitting with patience, take the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

| GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)
Alleluia, alteluia!

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew:
People:Glory to you, O Lord.

John in his prison had heard what Christ was
doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you
the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for
someone else?” Jesus answered, “Go back and tell
lohn whatyou hear and see; the blind see again, and
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf
hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good
News is proctaimed to the poor; and happy is the
man who does not lose faith in me.”

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to
tatk to the people about John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the
breeze? No? Then what did you go outto see? Aman
wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine
clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you
go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, | tell you, and
much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom
scripture says: Look, | am going to send my
messenger before you; he will prepare your way
before you.

] tell you solemnly, of all the children born of
women, a greater than John the Baptist has never
been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than heis.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord lesus Christ.

| HOMILY (Sit)

THE CREED (Stand)

| believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| betieve in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Onty Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again inglory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Sonis adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and | look forward 1o the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
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Priesk  The Lord be with you.
People:  And with your spirit.
Priestt  Liftup your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Priestt  Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  Risrightand just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...

=<1 ===
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)
Priest: The Mystery of Faith.
People: Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest:  Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.
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Shall See

Manibusan begins with the

Those who pray this prayer
come to an awareness that

our lives. Sorrow can blind

the strengths that are ours;

waiting to be developed; to

A contemporary hymn
written by Jesse

plea:

“Open my eyes Lord,
help me to see your face.
Open my eyes Lord,
help me to see.”

any one of us can be blind
to the presence of God in

us to the many blessings
we have been given. Greed
can make us blind to the
needs of those around us.
Envy can blind us to the
good things we already
have. Fear can blind us to

to the courage that is

the gifts that we can share
with others; to the talents
that are already ours,
waiting to be used.

re
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We assume that we can see all

Summary \

Any one of us can be blind to
the presence of God.

there is to see.
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Series: Spirituality; Third Sunday of Advent Year A; 14 Dec 2025

Two thousand years ago Jesus asked the
crowd “what did you go out into the
desert to see”? He was asking them to
think, to reflect, to examine their
expectations and assumptions.

And you and me, what do we come to
church today to see? If we have come,
blinded by the belief that God is remote
from our needs, then we might come
expecting to see nothing, nothing more
than our surroundings, nothing beyond
the people, the altar, the vestments, the
choir.

However, if we have come to actively
search for what God is doing in our
lives, then our focus will be different.
We will be watching, we will be alert,
we will be listening, we will be
expectant. If we come with this
intention, then we will see something,
we will hear something, we will learn
something.

Seeing As ...

After more than twenty years of
research and clinical practice, scholar
and psychiatrist Iain McGilchrist,
believes that we see only what we
expect to see. We see only what we pay
attention to. But what we see, what we
pay attention to, is usually an
unconscious act.

Long ago we learned to see without
being aware that that’s what we were
doing. It is a gift we received before we
could appreciate it. Consequently, we
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Are we ready to be messengers
of God’s good news to one
another?

Question

Prayer
Lord, help me to love like you

o

\ love. )

assume that we see all is there to see. It
needs no effort from us.

Searching the sky for stars in the early
evening, we see first one, then another,
then more. It's as if the searching for the
one star enables us to see more stars,
and then more. We have to actively seek
out the first, and then the many are
revealed to our eyes.

The Same Everywhere

There is an ancient tale of an old man
who sat at the entrance to a town.
Sometimes, people arriving at the town
would ask the old man “What are the
people like here”? The old man would
reply “What are they like in the town
you came from”? If the reply was
positive, the old man would say “You
will find them much the same here”. If
the questioner said the people were
unkind and nasty he would reply “you
will find them much the same here”.
They would see what they expected to
see.

Hear No Evil, See No_EVil

The final verse of Jesse Manibusan'’s
hymn with which we began asks:
“Open my heart Lord,
help me to love like you.
Open my heart Lord,
help me to love.”

So, what did we come to see, to

experience, today? Have our eyes been

opened? Have our hearts been opened?
Are we ready to be messengers of God's
good news to one another?

It is a joy for us to be called by God to
share in the work of Jesus. According to
Isaiah. “They will see the glory of the
Lord.” We too will see the glory of the
Lord if we are willing to watch, to listen
and live in anticipation of his coming. &



Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden — Sunday 14™ December 2025

Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmpatish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 15" December - Sunday 21* December 2025

KEADY

Monday -Mass 7.00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Mass at 10am
Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday & Friday 3.00-6.00pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE
Thursday Mass at 7pm
Saturday Nuptial Mass

Sunday Mass at 10am
Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass in Derrynoose All very welcome

MADDEN
Tuesday Mass at 7pm
Sunday Mass 9.00am

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED
Annie Cummins - Dundalk

MONTH’S MEMORY
Annie Trainor - Friday 2™ January 7pm - Keady

Visitation If anyone would welcome a visit or a house Blessing,
please contact the priests or the Parish Office. 02837531242
Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any
of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 15t & 4 Sunday at 12.30pm
Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4.00pm
Madden 3 Saturday at 4.00pm

Saint Vincent de Paul Annual Christmas Collection

will be taken up at all Masses on this week-end13th and 14th December

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)

aildmccann(@gmail.com

Confessions for Christmas

Madden Tuesday 16" December at 6.30pm
Derrynoose Thursday 18" December at 6.30pm
Keady Monday 22™ 6.30pm & Tuesday 23™ 9.30am

Christmas Eve Masses

Keady 6.30pm  Derrynoose 7.00pm Madden 8.30pm
Christmas Day

Madden 9am Derrynoose 10am  Keady 11.30am

Parish Christmas Gathering
Sunday 21°" December after 11.30am Mass.
Refreshments will be served.
December Parish Draw will take place.
All are Welcaome.

Christmas Carol Service, Keady

Sunday, 21st December in St. Patrick’s Church,
Keady, at 6:00pm. Everyone Welcome.

A special collection will be taken up in support of
the Holy Family Maternity Hospital in Bethlehem, Palestine.

Poinsettias for Christmas Many thanks to those who have donated
Poinsettias for decoration of the churches and cribs. You may wish to
attach a card with the name of your loved one.

Canyouinclude a base for the plant please (to hold the water).

Aifreann Gaeilge Léifear Aifreann Gaeilge amach anseo ar an tril
Satharn de gach mi in Eaglais Naomh Maolmhaodhdg, Ard Mhacha,
ar 4.00i.n. Dé Sathairn 20U Mi na Nollag a bhéas an chéad Aifreann
Gaeilge eile. Failte roimnh chach! Scaipigi an scéal!

Trécaire 'Gifts of Change' are gifts that transform lives, bringing real
hope and opportunities to families and communities living in poverty.
There are 24 Gifts to choose from starting at £5 for the 'Gift of Soap’
for families in war-torn South Sudan. Al the gifts are real items,
sourced in-country which go to families in need of our support. You
can buy a Gift and help change lives this Christmas by going online at
www.trocaire.org/gifts, calling 0800 912 1200 or visiting our office at
60 Berry Street, Belfast.

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

Gaudete Sunday

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)
info(@keadyparish.net

School Aid Romania Pupils from across our parish will soon be
travelling to Romania as part of the School Aid Romania project.
Cake Sale After Mass Sunday 21st December - Derrynoose
Community Centre Join us for festive treats and prizes!

Thank you from Evora Hospice Care (formerly Southern Area
Hospice Services). For your recent kind donations to their collection
Totalwas £769.58 & €27.47

Anam Cara monthly meeting

Anam Cara, the organisation that supports bereaved parents, will
hold its monthly Parent Support Evening on Wednesday 17th
December at 7.30pm in the Armagh City Hotel.

Armagh Christmas Carol Service 14 December 2025 at 5pm

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Armagh warmly invites you to the Christmas
Carol Service with the Cathedral and Jubilus Choirs. Sunday 14
December 2025 @5pm

On this Gaudete Sunday,
the Church bids us rejoice
not in fleeting comfort,
but in the nearness of the Lord.

The rose candle glows with the light of hope
and joy that dawns before Christmas,
reminding us that even amid darkness,
God's promise is sure.

May this Sunday open your heart to the quiet
joy that springs from faith — the joy of
knowing you are loved by the God

who comes to dwell with us.

May Our Lady of Joy, who
carried the Light of the World |

in her womb, intercede for you
and fill your Advent with peace.

May Our Lady of Joy,

who carried the Light

of the World in her womb,
intercede for you and

fill your Advent with peace.

Rejoice in the Lord always.. {

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



