Parish of Keady, Derrynoose and Madden — Sunday 21% December 2025

Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 22" December - Sunday 28" December 2025

KEADY
Monday - Mass 7.00pm
Tuesday Mass at 10am
Wednesday No 10am - Mass at 6.30pm (Christmas Eve)
Thursday Mass at 11.30am (Christmas Day)
Friday - No Mass
Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday Mass 11.30am
*Adoration will resume Monday 5™ January

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

Christmas Confessions - Keady
Monday 22nd at 6.30pm & Tuesday 23™ at 9.30am

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Wednesday Mass at 7pm (Christmas Eve)
Thursday Mass at 10am (Christmas Day)

MADDEN

Sunday Mass 9.00am

Wednesday Mass at 8.30pm (Christmas Eve)
Thursday Mass at 9am (Christmas Day)

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED
Seamus Fagan - Greenore

MONTH’S MEMORY
Annie Trainor - Friday 2" January 7pm - Keady

FIRST ANNIVERSARY

Raymond Callaghan - Saturday 20™ December at 6.30pm Keady
James Curran - Thursday 25" December at 11.30am Keady
Charlie Fanning - Saturday 27" December at 6.30pm Keady
Anthony Murphy — Monday 29" December at 7pm Keady

From this week onwards First Anniversaries will be included in bulletin

Visitation If anyone would welcome a visit or a house Blessing,
please contact the priests or the Parish Office. 02837531242

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Rev Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann(@gmail.com

Parish Christmas Appreciation Gathering
Sunday 215 December after 11.30am Mass.
Refreshments will be served.
December Parish Draw will take place.
All are Welcome.

Christmas Carol Service, Keady
Sunday, 21st December in St. Patrick’s Church,
Keady, at 6:00pm. Everyone Welcome.

A collection will be taken up in support of the Holy
Family Maternity Hospital in Bethlehem, Palestine.

Christmas

Christmas Eve Masses
Keady 6.30pm  Derrynoose 7.00pm Madden 8.30pm

Christmas Day Masses

Madden 9am Derrynoose 10am Keady 11.30am

Beannachtai na Nollag

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)
info@keadypatish.net

Mass Schedule for week after Christmas
Monday 29" December - Sunday 4" January
KEADY
Monday - Mass 7.00pm
Tuesday & Wednesday Mass at 10am
Friday - Mass at 7.00pm
Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm
Sunday Mass 11.30am
*Adoration will resume Monday 5" January

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE
Sunday Mass at 10am Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass
Thursday Mass at 7pm - Mary The Holy Mother of God

MADDEN
Sunday Mass at 9am
Tuesday 30" — No Mass

School Aid Romania Pupils from across our parish will soon be travelling to
Romania as part of the School Aid Romania project.

Cake Sale After Mass Sunday 21st December — Derrynoose Community
Centre Join us for festive treats and prizes!

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not a
date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any of the
Chapels within the Parish

Keady 1% & 4" Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4.00pm

Madden 3" Saturday at 4.00pm

Armagh Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes (Keady & District Branch)

10" to 15" May 2026 Applications are now invited from anyone wishing to
travel as an assisted pilgrim (sick or pilgrim). Fare €1020 - closing date for
applications 1° February 2026 with a deposit €100

Ph Cecilia Greene 07713617236 / Jim Hughes 07714331638

Trécaire 'Gifts of Change' are gifts that transform lives, bringing real hope
and opportunities to families and communities living in poverty. There are
24 Gifts to choose from starting at £5 for the 'Gift of Soap' for families in war-
torn South Sudan. All the gifts are real items, sourced in-country which go to
families in need of our support. You can buy a Gift and help change lives this
Christmas by going online at www.trocaire.org/gifts, calling 0800 912
1200 or visiting our office at 60 Berry Street, Belfast.

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com
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Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year &' 21 Dec 2025 SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7 THE CREED (Stand)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Stand)

Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, letus acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest:  You came to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest:  You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy onus,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

People: Amen.

COLLECT

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,
your grace into our hearts,
that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son
was made known by the message of an Angel,
may by his Passion and Cross
be brought to the glory of his Resurrection.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

FIRST READING Isaiah 7:10-14

A reading from the prophet Isaiak;

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, “Ask the Lord
your God for a sign for yourself coming either from
the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.” “No,”
Ahaz answered “| will not put the Lord to the test.”

Then Isaich sald:

“Listen now, House of David:
are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men
without trying the patience of my God, too?
The Lord himself, therefore,
will give you a sign.
Itis this: the maiden Is with child
and will soon give birth to ason
whom she will call Enmanuel,
a name which means ‘God-is~-with-us'.”
The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23

IR] Letthe Lord enter!
He is the king of glory.

[1] The Lord's is the earth and its fullness,

the world and all its peoples.

Itis he who setit on the seas;

on the watershe made itfirm.............. «R]

{2] Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?

Who shall stand in his holy place?

The man with clean hands and pure heart,

who desires notworthless things. ............. [R]

[3] He shall receive blessings from the Lord

and reward from the God who saves him.

Such are the men who seek him,

seck the face of the God of Jacob. . ............. IR]

A reading from the lefter of St Paul to the Romans:

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has
been called to be an apostle, and specially chosento
preach the Good News that God promised long ago
through his prophets in the scriptures.

This news is about the Son of God, who,
according to the human nature he took, was a
descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord
who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness
that was in him, was proclaimed Son of God in all his
power through his resurrection from the dead.
Through him we received grace and our apostolic
mission to preach the obedience of faith to all pagan
nations in honour of his name. You are one of these
nations, and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you
all, then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called to
be saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ send grace and peace.

The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia, alleluia!

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son
and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means “God-Is-with-us".

Alleluial

GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-24

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew:
People:Glory to you, O Lord.

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before
they came to live together she was found to be with
child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph,
being a man of honour and wanting to spare her
publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had
made up his mind to do this when the angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, and said “Joseph
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as
your wife, because she has conceived what is in her
by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you
mustname him Jesus, because he is the one whois to
save his people from their sins.” Now all this took
place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through
the prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son

and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means “God-is-with-us'.

When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the
Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.
The Gospel ofthe Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

ibelieve in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
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PREFACE DIALOGUE Stand

Priestt  The Lord be with you.

People:  And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

People:  We lift them up to the Lord.

Priestt  Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  Itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...

Priest: The Mystery of Faith.
People: Save us, Saviour of the world,

for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest: Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.

Compilation and setting copyright Rollebon Press, Dominican
Priory, Tallaght, Dublin 24 [Tel (01) 404 8100 or 087-2841341];
Issued "Cum Permissu Superiorum”. Excerpts from the English
translation of the Roman Missal © 2010, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights
reserved. Scriptural extracts taken from The Jerusalem Bible
Copyright (c) 1966 Hodder and Stoughton Lid. All rights
reserved. Psalms © 1963 The Grail, England. Some graphics
copyright 123RF.com. Nihil Obstat: John Harris OP. email:

rollebonpress@gmail.com.
Vol.47; No.4; Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A; 21 Dec 2025;

Readings: Micah 5:14, Psalm 79, Hebrews 10:5-10, Luke 1:39-44;
Next Week: Family Prayers.

20 St Fachanan : 21 Advent 4 : 22 Weekday : 23 John of Kanty :
24 Christmas Eve : Christmas Day : 26 St Stephan : 27 St John :
28 Holy Family.

. [ SUNDAY |

—

Emmanuel:
God With

us

We are almost at the end of
another year. For many, it has
been a time of uncertainty and

vulnerability. Has our faith
supported us through this time
of so much change? It has been

the year of “Pilgrims of Hope”.
How have we experienced being
pilgrims of hope in a world in
flux? God didn’t go away just
because the going got tough,
but, as the prophet Isaiah
reminds us, “Our God is
Emmanuel, a name which
means ...

God—-is—with-us!” (Isaiah 7:14)

Pilgrims of Hope

The gospel has spread across all the
world - to small communities and
nations alike — because God does not
act alone, but engages with humanity
and creation in the work of salvation.

Those who first brought the gospel
were pilgrims of hope. They never lost
sight of Emmanuel, God-with-us,
accompanying them on their journey.
The poet and writer Joyce Rupp says in
one of her reflections entitled “The Gift
of Hope”
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Summary \

God does not act alone, but
engages with humankind and
creation in the work of
salvation.

Our God is an incarnate God.

God stepped into our world as
a vulnerable baby in need of a

\ family and community.
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Series: Understanding the Faith; Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A; 21 Dec 2025

EMMANUVEL

“God, of all those who yearn for a
glimmer of assurance on the long
journey home to you, come! Come with
a vast storehouse of renewed dreams,
hopes, and peacefulness.”

Emmanuel

God stepped into the dream of Saint
Joseph, and explained, not just Mary’s
pregnancy, but also the destiny of
Emmanuel as Jesus, the one who came

| to save humankind.

God stepped into our world as a
vulnerable baby in need of a family and
community. God doesn’t work alone.
Our God is an incarnate God.

Listening for God’s call

Do we hear God’s call during this time
of Advent? Is God’s call somehow
“masked in the false folds of cultural
glitter” as Joyce Rupp suggests.
Sometimes we need to build an inner
sanctuary where our deepest emotions
become meeting-places with God, a
sacred ground. Sometimes a walk in
nature - God’s gift of the beautiful

( Question

How do we find a place of
quiet solitude to listen to
God’s call?

Prayer

\

God of hope, replenish all
people with the joyful
blessings that only your peace

can bring.
P

natural world - can be a place where
we are receptive to God'’s call, where
we experience God’s welcoming
presence.

A Response to God’s Call

This year, in my own experience, has
been one of a pilgrimage of hope. Early
in the year [ heard a call to support the
children preparing for First
Communion and Confirmation.
Together with a dynamic and creative

| .
young woman from our parish we

made our pilgrimage of hope together
with the children and their families. We
shared everything from sparks of joy to
some sorrows. Such is the nature of life.

The Hope of Christmas

As we begin the final countdown to the
celebration of the birth of Our
Saviour...

“Emmanuel God-with-us,

let us take the time to invite

the God of hope to Come!”

And in the words of Joyce Rupp:

“God of Hope, come! Enter into every
human heart that cries out for a glimpse
of your love, for a sign of your
welcoming presence, for a taste of your
happiness. Be the one who calms the
restless, and gentles the aches of the
human journey .... Replenish all with
the joyful blessings that only your peace
can bring”. M



