Second Sunday of Christmas Year C; 4 Jan 2026

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Stand

When a profound silence covered all things
and night was in the middle of its course,
your ali-powerful Word, O Lord,

bounded from heaven's royal throne.

PENITENTIAL ACT (1)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

I confess to almighty God

and to you, my brothers and sisters,

that  have greatly sinned,

in my thoughts and in my words,

in what | have done and in what | have failed to do,

(And, striking their breast, they say:)

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
(Then they continue:)

therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,

and you, my brothers and sisters,

to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest:  May almighty God have mercy onus,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
People: Amen.
Priestt  Lord, have mercy, PeopleLord, have mercy.
Priestt  Chrlst, have mercy. People; Chrlst, have mercy
Priest  Lord, have mercy. People:Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
ou alone are the Most High,
esus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
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~ FIRST READING ECCLES 24:-2,8-12

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus:

Wisdom speaks her own praises,

in the midst of her people she glories in herself.

She opens her mouth in the assembly of the Most High,
she glories in herself in the presence of the Mighty One.

“Then the creator of all things instructed me,
and he who created me fixed a place for my tent.
He said, ‘Pitch your tent in Jacob,

make Israel your inheritance’.

From eternity, in the beginning, he created me,
and for eternity | shall remain.

| ministered before him in the holy tabernacle,
and thus was | established on Zion.

In the beloved city he has given me rest,

and in Jerusalem | wield my authority.

Fhave taken rootin a privileged people,

inthe Lord’s property, in his inheritance.”

The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

REPONSORIAL PSALM Psalmi147

[R] The Word was made flesh,
and lived among us.

1] O praise the Lord, Jerusalem!

ion, praise your God!
He has strengthened the bars of your gates,
he has blessed the children withinyou. ........ [R]
L2] He established peace on your borders,

e feeds you with finest wheat.
He sends out his word to the earth
and swiftly runs his command. .............. »
[ 3] He makes his word known to Jacob,
to Israel his laws and decrees.
He has not dealt thus with other nations;
he has not taught them his decrees. «v.vvvvvnes [R]

SECOND READING Ephesians 1:3-6,15-18

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians:

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us with all the spiritual
blessings of heaven in Christ. Before the world was
made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and
spotless, and to live through love in his presence,
determining that we should become his adopted
sons, through Jesus Christ, for his own kind
purposes, to make us praise the glory of his grace,
his free gift to us in the Beloved.

That will explain why |, having once heard about
your faith in the Lord Jesus, and the love that you
show towards all the sainis, have never failed to
remember you in my prayers and to thank God for
you. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception
of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of
him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that
you can see what hope his call holds for you, what
rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit.

The word ofthe Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

Alleluic, alteluia!

Glory be to you, O Christ, proclaimed to the pagans;

g:lo;‘y be to you, O Christ, believed in by the world.
uia.

GOSPEL John 1:1-18

[Shorter Version John 1:1-5;9-14]
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John:

People:Glory toyou, O Lord.

«|n the beginning was the Word: the Word was
with God and the Word was God. He was with God in
the beginning. Through him all things came to be, not
one thing had ts being but through him. Allthat came
to be had life in him and that life was the light of men,
a light that shines in the dark, a light that darkness
could not overpower.»

A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He
came as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might belleve through him. He was
not the light, only a witness to speak for the light.

«The Word was the true light that enlightens all
men; and he was coming into the world. He wasin the
world that had its being through him, and the world
did not know him. He came to his own domain and
his own people did not accept him. But to all who did
accept him he gave power to become children of
God, to all who believe in the name of him who was
born not out of human stock or urge of the flesh or
will of man but of God himself.

The Word was made flesh, he lived among us,
and we saw his glory, the glory that is his as the only
Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. »

John appears as his witness. He proclaims: “This
is the one of whom | said: He who comes after me
ranks before me because he existed before me.”

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us,
received—yes, grace in return for grace, since,
though the Law was given through Moses, grace and
truth have come through Jesus Christ. No one has
ever seen God;itis the only Son, who is nearest tothe
Father's heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord,
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

THE CREED (Stand)

I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of alt things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come againin glory

tojudge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe In the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, cathelic and apostolic Church.

| confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the worldto come.

Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
L | i
PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priestt  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priestt  Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
et
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Priest:  The Mystery of Faith.

People: We proctaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest: Behold thelLamb...

People: Lord, 1 am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON |

To all who would accept him,
he gave the power to become children of God.

e
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A circle has no beginning;
that is because it is not a real
thing. Circular things are real
alright, — such as wheels and

coins and clock-faces — but a
circle is a mathematical
concept, not a thing. Nor does

a circle have an end; it is

going nowhere; it has no
story to tell.

THE WORD OF GOD

Both the Old Testament and the Gospel
of John begin with the words “In the
beginning.” That gives us notice that we
are about to hear a story.

“In the beginning was the Word.”
This Sunday’s gospel is the opening
passage of the gospel of John. The
Greek word logos (‘word’ in English) is
of immense significance — more than is
revealed by its English equivalent —
“word”. ‘Word’ is ambiguous. It can
mean a written or a spoken word. The
French is more precise: “In the
beginning”, it says, was “la parole”, the
spoken word. The story is not going to

[ Summary \

The story is about someone
breaking the eternal silence,
someone speaking to us.

These meanings allow the
Gospel to go deeper into us
than all our practised words

and thoughts.
A J/
(

Question \

If the coming of Christ is so
silent, how do we recognise him?

Prayer

Lord, may I see your presence
in every human soul.

\
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AND THE WORD waAS wiTH GOD, AND THE WoeD was GOD.
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be about old texts and lexicons and
dictionaries, it is going be about
someone breaking the eternal silence,
someone speaking to us. More still:
“logos” has a range of meaning that no
modern English translation captures.
Besides “word”, it also means “inner
principle”, “meaning” or “harmony”.

In the Beginning was the Meaning...
and the Meaning became flesh and lived
among us. In the Beginning was the
Harmony. To dwell with these meanings
is to allow the Gospel to go deeper in us
than all our practised words and

thoughts.

The World Today

Many people today experience
overwhelming dread when they look at
how the world is faring in the hands of
powerful leaders. The first victim is the
truth. It would be unusual, but not far-
fetched, to translate logos also as “truth”
— particularly in John's gospel, where
Jesus declares,

I am the way, the truth, and the life.
(Jn 14:6)

To lie, especially to lie systematically, is to
shatter the original Meaning as far as one
is able. It is like turning traffic signposts
around: everyone who pays attention is
liable to go astray; it is to destroy
harmony, to demolish human society. In
principle, it is to turn the universe into a
heap of unrelated fragments, and so to
become a “destroyer of worlds.”

In The Beginning

It was into this tormented world that_ the
Logos became flesh. It is here that he still

lives among us. It is here that he is mocked
and tortured to death in millions of
innocent victims who are his Body.

From his first moment among us, there
were killers on his trail. That was the
first Christmas. There has never been a
peaceful one, unless you except
Christmas Day 1914, when WW2
soldiers played football together before
going back, the following day, to
slaughtering one another.

The Fullness of Hope

Is there any hope? There has to be. To
give up hope is the same as to give up
faith and love ~ for these are aspects of
one another. No, we are not idle
fantasists when we wish one another a
Happy Christmas, or A Peaceful
Christmas. We are expressing the
Christian belief expressed in this
Sunday’s gospel:

The light shines in the darkness, and the

darkness did not overcome it. {jn 1:5)

The Deepest Silence

The conflict is not a clash of armies, it is
how God enters our world, now. The
Child born to us is God’'s new deed: the
newest, the youngest, the most recent.
But this is not announced with a roll of
drums, nor even in the excited voices of
advertisers; it is a silent deed. He is the
Word made flesh; but he lies there, just
as helpless as any infant.

Only in silence can the silent Word be
heard and is welcomed into our being.
The new blade of grass does not make a
scene or a noise; nor does the Word
made flesh. ®



Second, Sunday after, Christmas

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 5'" January -Sunday 11" January 2026

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm

Wednesday Mass at 10am

*Friday Mass at 7.00pm

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday & Friday 3pm to 6pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome
Tuesday Mass at 10am

Thursday Mass at 7.00pm

MADDEN
Sunday Mass 9.00am
Tuesday Mass at 7pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED
Mary Teresa Farrell - Keady

MONTH’S MEMORY

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
Fr. Gerald Cunningham Friday 9™ January 2026 at 7.00pm
Nell Kinsella’s Sunday 25th January 2026 at11.30am

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Canon Sedn O’Neill PP (028 37531246)

kdmparish23@gmail.com

Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)
info@keadyparish.net

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and to please note
The dates and times;

Keady 1%t & 4" Sunday at 12.30pm
Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4.00pm
Madden 3 Saturday at 4.00pm

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Perish of Keady, Lerrynoose and VNadden

The Epiphany of the Lord - Mass times
Monday 5" January - 7pm Vigil Mass Keady
Tuesday 6" January - 10am Derrynoose & 7pm Madden

Most glorious Christ Child, the Father in Heaven honored Your birth
by placing a star over the place where you lay. Through that new star,
Your divine presence was made manifest to the world in the Magi
who responded with faith and worship. Please manifest Yourself to
me within my own soul where You wish to be born, and give me the
love and zeal | need to follow the example of the Magi, offering You
my own gifts in adoration and trust. Jesus, I trustin You.

On Sunday, 4th January 2026, at 5.30 pm, in St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Armagh, Archbishop Martin will offer a Mass of Thanksgiving to
conclude the Jubilee Year in our diocese and everyone is welcome.

Closing of the Jubilee Year Prayer

Brothers and sisters,

at the conclusion of the Jubilee Year

we join our voices with the song of the whole Church
that today offers its thanksgiving to God

for the gift of his special Jubilee Year - Pilgrims of Hope.
Through the sacraments, pilgrimage, prayer and charity
we have had an intense experience of the divine mercy:
the Lord has washed away our sins and filled us with his grace.
During this Year, in the movement of the liturgical cycle,
we have entered fully into the mystery of Christ

in faith, hope and love.

Now, strengthened by the experience of conversion,

let us go back to the daily round of our lives.

Like the disciples who saw his face,

we shall hold on to the joy of our meeting with the Lord
and firmly maintain the profession of our hope,

for he is faithful to his promises.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Dates for your Diary 2026

Blessing of Graves

Keady - Sunday 14th June at 11.30am
Derrynoose - Friday 19th June at 7pm
Madden - Friday 26th June at 7pm

Sacrament of Confirmation- The ceremony takes place on Sunday
26" April 2026 at 3.00pm in St Patrick’s Church, Keady.

Parish office - For the next few weeks office queries will be
attended to by the Priests. Contact numbers are in bulletin.
We encourage email contact where possible;
info@keadyparish.net

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

4“W2026

Prayer for the New Year
Heavenly Father,
As this new year begins, we come before You with hearts full of
gratitude for the blessings of the past and hope for the future.
We lift our voices in prayer, seeking Your divine presence and
guidance in the days that lie ahead.
Lord Jesus, we thank You for the gift of life and the countless
blessings You have bestowed upon us. As we enter into this new
year, we humbly ask for Your abundant grace to be upon us.
Grant us the wisdom to make right choices, the strength to face
challenges, and the courage to follow Your path.
Heavenly Father, we pray for the precious gift of peace in our lives
and in the world around us. May Your peace, which surpasses all
understanding, guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Let Your calming presence be felt in our homes and community.
Bring reconciliation where there is discord, understanding where
there is confusion, and unity where there is division.
Lord, we also lift up our physical and mental well-being to You.
In the name of Jesus, we ask for Your healing touch to rest upon
those who are facing illnesses or challenges to their health.
Strengthen their bodies, comfort their spirits, and grant them the
assurance of Your love and care. May the year ahead be marked by a
renewed sense of vitality and health.
We entrust our plans, dreams, and aspirations for the coming year
into Your hands, O Lord. May everything we do be guided by Your will
and directed towards Your glory. Help us to be a source of love,
compassion, and encouragement to those around us.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

We wish to thank everyone who has helped with Parish life

over the last year. Those who give their time for the good of the Parish
in so many voluntary ways. Thanks also to those who participate in the
liturgical life which adds so much to our celebrations — Choirs, Folk
Group and Organists, Eucharistic Ministers, Readers, Altar Servers
and Safeguarding Reps. We thank also our counters, collectors and
Parish Draw Sellers.

We are grateful to our secretary, caretaker and sacristans.

Thanks to all who have helped decorate the three Churches for
Christmas and with cleaning throughout the year.

The preparation of the three Christmas cribs and sanctuary is
appreciated by us all. We would also like to thank Margerite McCooey
for the Christmas Tree and its beautiful decoration in St. Patrick’s
Church Keady.

Thank you On behalf of the Order of Malta, Sincere thanks to all who
contributed to the collection taken up at the recent Carol Service in
St. Patrick's Church, Keady. The amount raised for the Holy Family
Hospital Bethlehem Appeal came to £436.32 and €14.10.

Your generosity is very much appreciated.

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



