First Sunday of Lent

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 23® February - Sunday 15 March 2026

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Mass at 10am

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Children’s Rosary after 11.30am Mass All very welcome
Adoration Monday & Friday 3pm to 6pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome
Thursday Mass at 7.00pm

MADDEN
Sunday Mass 9.00am
*Friday Mass at 7pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Stella McCusker - Armagh (formerly Madden)

John McSorley - Keady, John Grant-Richview Drive

MONTH’S MEMORY

Margaret McKeown ~ Friday 27" February at 7pm Madden
Rita Hughes — Saturday 28" February at 6.30pm Vigil
Peter McKenna - Monday 2" March at 7pm

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
Anna Corrigan - Thursday 9" April at 7pm Derrynoose

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Canon Sedn O’Neill PP (028 37531246)

kdmparish23@gmail.com

Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary (028 37531242)
info@keadvparish.net

Perish, of Keady, Lerrynoose and Vadden

Reflections for Lent
Walk with Me Booklets & Stations of The Cross Booklets
available from Sacristies.

Annual Parish Statistics 2025
Baptisms 64 Weddings 17 Deaths 40
First Communion 110  Confirmation 105

Eucharistic Ministers In Lent we are encouraged to
‘take something on’ for the good of our Christian lives.
You are encouraged to take on the role of Eucharistic Minister -
anyone interested is asked to contact Canon O’Neill or Fr McCann.
Thank you.

Parishioners who wish to take a short-term pledge for Lent are invited
to visit www.pioneers.ie or to speak to a Pioneer in the parish

The Legion of Mary are holding a recruitmentdrive atall masses in the
parish this weekend. All new members welcome to join.

The Legion also invites the children in the parish to pray the Rosary on
Sundays during Lent after 11.30 Mass starting 22nd Feb. All welcome

House Visit If anyone would welcome a visit or a house Blessing,
please contact one of the priests.

First Confession & First Holy Communion Dates 2026
School First Confession First Holy Communion
Clea Friday 27™ February Saturday 25™ April

1.30pm at11am

Keady Chapel Keady Chapel
Darkley Thursday 12" March Saturday 25" April

1.30pm at1iam

Keady Chapel Keady Chapel
Keady Wednesday 25th March | Saturday 30" May

1.30pm at11am

Keady Chapel Keady Chapel
Madden Thursday 26th March Saturday 9" May

1.30pm at11am

Madden Chapel Madden Chapel
Derrynoose | Friday 27" March Saturday 16" May

1.30pm at11am

Derrynoose Chapel Derrynoose Chapel

Parish office - For the next few weeks the office will be ‘looked
after’ by the Priests. We encourage email contact where
possible; info@keadyparish.net

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Sacrament of Confirmation The ceremony takes place on Sunday
26™ April 2026 at 3.00pm in St Patrick’s Church, Keady.

Blessing of Graves Keady - Sunday 14th June at 11.30am
Derrynoose - Friday 19th June 7pm Madden - Friday 26th June 7pm

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

22 GFebruary 2026

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any of
the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 15t & 4 Sunday at 12.30pm
Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4.00pm
Madden 3 Saturday at 4.00pm

Little Cygnets Pre-school at Clea Primary School suitable from
aged 2 years 10 Months. Contact Mrs Duffy (Principal) directly
on cduffy332@c2kni.net Or phone the school on (028) 37531096

Keady & Cill Chluana Lourdes Fund
On Sunday 22" February at 11am in Granemore Hall you are welcome
to Tea & Coffee, Soup & Roll as a fundraiser for the Lourdes Fund.

Friends of Granemore PS Bingo Night on Friday 27" February in
Parochial Hall, Keady. 7.30pm for 8pm start. All very welcome.

Songs of Peace_Join St Patrick’s Cathedral Choir and Jubilus Choir,
accompanied by the Cathedral Sinfonia, for the opening concert of the
2026 Home of St Patrick Festival on Sunday 8 March at 7pm in St
Patrick’s Cathedral. Experience an inspiring evening of choral music.
Book now. Tickets cost £10 and can be purchased by scanning the QR
Code. Please do come along and support this special evening.

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 20 - 22 March 2026 Knock Marriage
Enrichment has, for many years, supported married couples in their
Sacrament of Matrimony by offering them a sacred space to deepen
their relationship, renew their commitment, and grow together
through reflection, prayer, and dialogue. www.marriageencounter.ie

St Patrick’s Way Pilgrim Walk 14 March Invitation to come on St
Patrick's Way Pilgrim Walk in Downpatrick with guides Martina Purdy
and Elaine Kelly on Saturday March 14 in honour of Ireland's patron
saint and the 25th Anniversary of The Saint Patrick Centre. Includes
pilgrimage lunch, and a 6 mile pilgrimage walk finishing at St Patrick’s
grave. A special 25% discount price of £40 (normally £55) To book ring
02844 619000 or go to website www.saintpatrickcentre.com

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje 10-17 June, Spiritual director Rev Fr Sean
McCartan, flying from Dublin to Mostar and home via Split. Deposit of
200 euro, paid before the end of January, will ensure your seat and give
50-euro discount. For full details contact Anne Geddis 07543989362

Medjugorje - 19th-26th August 7 nights half board.

Flights are Belfast to Mostar / home via Split Spiritual Directors FrJohn
Mc Keever & Fr Paul Murphy £725 (early booking, increases to £775
from February) Contact Martin 07889186915 or Lucia 07926132847
for more details

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



The Mass |

First Sunday of Lent Year A; 22 Feb 2026

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Scand)

When he calls on me, | will answer him;
| will deliver him and give him glory,
I will grant him length of days.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysterles.

Priest.: You were sentto heal the contrite of
heart; Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest Youcameto call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.

People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us;
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

Grant, almighty God,

through the yearly observances of holy Lent,

that we may grow in understending

of the riches hidden in Christ

and by worthy conduct pursue thelr effects.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

It SIT Pl

FIRST READING Genesis 2:7-9;3:1-7

Areading from the book of Genesis:

The Lord God fashioned man of dust from the
soil, Then he breathed into his nostrils a breath of
life, and thus man became a living being.

The Lord God planted a garden in Eden which is
in the east, and there he put the man he had
fashioned. The Lord God caused to spring up from
the soll every kind of tree, enticing to look at and
good to eat, with the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil In the middle of the
garden.

The serpent was the most subtle of all the wild
beasts that the Lord God had made. It asked the |
woman, “Did God really say you were notto eat from
any of the trees in the garden?”’ The woman
answered the serpent, “We may eat the frult of the
trees in the garden. But of the fruit of the tree in the
middle of the garden God said, ‘You must not eat it,
nor touch it, under pain of death.” Then the serpent |
said to the woman, “No! You will not die! God knows
in fact that on the day you eat it your eyes will be
opened and you will be like gods, knowing good and
evil.” The woman saw that the tree was good to eat
and pleasing to the eye, and that it was desirable for
the knowledge that it could give. So she took some of
its fruit and ate it. She gave some also to her husband |
who was with her, and he ate it. Thenthe eyes of both |
of them were opened and they realised that they
were naked. So they sewed fig-leaves together to
make themselves loin-cloths,

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 50

[R] Have mercy onus, 0 Lord, for we have sinned.

1] Have mercy on me, God, In your kindness.
n your compassion blot out my offence.
0 wash me more and more from my guilt
and cleansemefrommysin. ............ .
[2] My offences truly | know them;
my sin Is always before me.
Atilulnst you, you alone, have | sinned;
what is evil in your sightl have done........[R]
[3] A pure heart create for me, O God,
But a steadfast spirit within me.
o not cast me away from your presence,
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. .........
[4] Give me alguin the joy of your help;
with a spirit of fervour sustain me.

OLord, open mylifs
and my mouth shall declare your praise. ...[R]

SECOND READING Romans 5:12,17-19

[Longer formzRomans 5:12-19]

Areading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans:

Sin entered the world through one man, and
through sin death, and thus death has spread through
the whole human race because everyone has sinned.

If it is certain that death reigned over everyone
as the consequence of one man’s fall, itis even more
certain that one man, Jesus Christ, will cause
everyone to reign in life who receives the free gift
that he does not deserve, of being made righteous.
Again, as one man’s fall brought condemnation on
everyone, so the good act of one man brings
everyone life and makes them justified. As by one
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by
one man’s obedience many will be made righteous.
The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

Man does not live on bread alone
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory!

GOSPEL Matthew 4:1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew:
People:Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for
forty days and forty nights, after which he was very
hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, tell these stones to turn into
loaves” But he replied, “Scripture says:

Man does not live on bread alone
but on every word that comes from
the mouth of God.”
The devil then took him to the holy city and made him

stand on the parapet of the Temple. “If you are the Son
of God” he said “throw yourself down; for scripture says:

He will put you in his angels’ charge,

and they will support you on their hands

in case you hurt your foot against a stone.”

Jesus said to him, “Scripture also says:

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.”
Next, taking him to a very high mountain, the devil
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
splendour. “] will give you all these” he said, “if you
fall at my feet and worship me.” Then Jesus replied,
“Be off, Satan! For scripture says;

You must worship the Lord your God,
and serve him alone.”
Then the devil left him, and angels appeared and
looked after him.
The Gospel of the Lord.,
People:Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

|

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Stand)

1 belleve In God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary’, all bow)
who was concelved by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was burled;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe In the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS

hateq SIT i

PREFACE DIALOGUE (S$tand)

Priest The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: 1tis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...

People:Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free,

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest Behold the Lamb ...
People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes forth
from the mouth of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Renewed now with heavenly bread,

by which faith Is nourished, hope increased,
and charity strengthened, we pray, O Lord,
that we may learn to hunger for Christ,

the true and living Bread,

and strive to live by every word

which proceeds from your mouth.

Through Christ our Lord.

—
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Renouncing
Temptation

Standing with their back to St
Brigid's Cross on the outside
wall of the Basilica, and with
arms fully outstretched,
pilgrims at St Patrick’s
Purgatory, Lough Derg, recite
three times: “I renounce the
World, the Flesh and the
Devil.” These words are deeply
familiar to the thousands who
have, over the centuries,
journeyed to this penitential
pilgrimage site in County
Donegal, Ireland. This
declaration forms part of the
prayers that guide pilgrims
through the “Stations” of the
pilgrimage, helping thent fo
focus their hearts, minds and
bodies on the spiritual purpose
of their journey. The words
themselves are stark and
precise, targeting the key areas
where human beings are most
susceptible to temptation.

Summary

The very temptations
intended to lead us astray

can be a source of grace and
merit.

The very temptations
intended to lead us astray
can be a source of grace; a

further opportunity to grow
in virtue.

Question

How do we plan our escape
from temptation?

Temptation, while challenging, is not itself
a sin. Rather, it is something that can “close
us in, take away our ability to see ahead,
close every horizon, and in this way lead
us to sin.” The Catechism of the Catholic
Church describes temptation as ...

“An attraction, either from the outside
or from within, to act contrary to right
reason and the commandments of
God” (CCC 538).

At the root of all temptations are the
capital sins: pride, envy, anger, lust,
gluttony and sloth (or laziness). These
sins distort our vision of God, replacing it
with illusions of the self, leading to the
kinds of temptation rejected by Jesus in
this Sunday’s Gospel.

Not Our Own Strength Alone -

According to Pope Benedict XV], we are
never completely free from temptation.
However, “with patience and true humility we
become stronger than the enemy.” The true
remedy for temptation is not to rely solely
on our own strength, but rather to turn to
God and allow him to care for us,
completely. In moments of temptation, only
the Word of God - Jesus — can save us.

Broad Horizons

By listening to God’s Word, we open

Prayer

Lord, make me pure ... but not
yet.

ourselves up to new horizons, and so we
escape temptation. The author of the
Letter to the Hebrews reminds us that we
are to ...

Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, who
leads us in our faith and brings it to
the perfection. (Heb 12:2)
Enriched by the sacraments and the
collective witness of the Body of Christ
(the Church) we reject temptation and
continue to seek only God. A twofold
trust is at play:
e trust in God; and
e trust in His mercy.
We find ourselves joining with the “Sinners’
Psalm” (Ps 50) of this Sunday’s Mass:

Have mercy on me, God, in your kindness.
In your compassion blot out my offense.
put a steadfast spirit within me.

The Skills To Defeat Temptation

God allows the realities of the world to
serve as opportunities for us to enrich our
relationship with Him. The very
temptations intended to lead us astray
can be a source of grace; a further
opportunity to grow in virtue. Our
capacity for generosity, sacrifice and
detachment is revealed and increased.

During the season of Lent, with the
spiritual weapons of Prayer, Fasting and
Almsgiving, we hone the skills needed to
defeat temptation and keep our eyes fully
on God. Each day we pray: “Thy will be
done ... Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil!” ®




