Second Sunday of Lent

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 2" March 2026 - Sunday 8" March 2026

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Mass at 10am
Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday & Friday 3pm to 6pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE
Sunday Mass at 10am
Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome

**Thursday Mass at 10am

MADDEN
Sunday Mass 9.00am
Tuesday Mass at 7pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Pauline Watters — Mullaghmore Park,
Martha Smith — Creevy Otra Madden, Patrick McGeown - Fairgreen,

John Guy - Keady formerly Dublin, Mary Ann Toner — Fairgreen,
John McSorley, John Grant

MONTH’S MEMORY
Rita Hughes - Saturday 27" February at 6.30pm
Peter McKenna - Monday 2" March at 7pm

FIRST ANNIVERSARY

Seamus McNamee — Monday 23'@ March at 7pm Keady
Anna Corrigan - Thursday 9" April at 7pm Derrynoose
PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION

Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)

kdmparish23@gmail.com
Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)

aidmccann@gmail.com

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary

Parish Office - Times Open

Monday, Wednesday & Fridays 10.30am -4.30pm
Tel 02837531242  info@keadyparish.net

House Visit If anyone would welcome a visit or a house Blessing,
please contact one of the priests.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Pevrish, of Keady, Lerynoose and VNadden

Reflections for Lent
Walk with Me Booklets
& Stations of The Cross
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Booklets

available from Sacristies

Eucharistic Ministers In Lent we are encouraged to
‘take something on’ for the good of our Christian lives.

You are encouraged to take on the role of Eucharistic Minister -
anyone interested is asked to contact Canon O’Neill or Fr McCann.
Thank you.

Parishioners who wish to take a short-term pledge for Lent are invited

to visit www.pioneers.ie

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any of

the Chapels within the Parish

Keady
Derrynoose
Madden

Vocations Directors have arranged for a Residential Vocational
Discernment Weekend which will take place in Drumalis Retreat

Centre, Larne from March 6th to 8th. Anyone interested is asked to
Barry Matthews

armaghpriest@gmail.comto book a free place. We encourage
parishioners to pray for Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life
and to encourage young adults to discern God's plan for their lives.

contact the

Vocations Director

15t & 4™ Sunday at 12.30pm
2" Saturday at 4.00pm
3 Saturday at 4.00pm

- Fr

First Confession & First Holy Communion Dates 2026
School First Confession First Holy Communion
Clea Friday 27" February Saturday 25" April

1.30pm at11am

Keady Chapel Keady Chapel
Darkley Thursday 12" March Saturday 25" April

1.30pm at11am

Keady Chapel Keady Chapel
Keady Wednesday 25th March | Saturday 30™ May

1.30pm at11am

Keady Chapel Keady Chapel
Madden Thursday 26th March Saturday 9" May

1.30pm at11am

Madden Chapel Madden Chapel
Derrynoose | Friday 27" March Saturday 16" May

1.30pm at11am

Derrynoose Chapel Derrynoose Chapel

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

14 PNarch 2026

Sacrament of Confirmation The ceremony takes place on Sunday
26" April at 3.00pm in St Patrick’s Church, Keady.

Blessing of Graves Keady - Sunday 14th June at 11.30am
Derrynoose - Friday 19th June 7pm Madden - Friday 26th June 7pm

Little Cygnets Pre-school at Clea Primary Schoolsuitable fron
aged 2 years 10 Months. Contact Mrs Duffy (Principal) directl
on cduffy332@c2kni.net Or phone the school on (028) 37531096

Banks of the Callan - Traditional Singing Festival — Friday 6™ ¢
Saturday 7" March. Hosted by Keady CCE. Singing & Story telling
Friday night TMAC, Saturday Singing & Music sessions in local pubs.

Songs of Peace_Join St Patrick’s Cathedral Choir and Jubilus Choir
accompanied by the Cathedral Sinfonia, for the opening concert of the
2026 Home of St Patrick Festival on Sunday 8 March at 7pm in S
Patrick’s Cathedral. Experience an inspiring evening of choral music
Book now and join us for an unforgettable evening of music. Ticket:
cost £10 and can be purchased by scanning the QR Code. Please d¢
come along and support this special evening.

St Patrick’s Way Pilgrim Walk 14™ March_ invitation to come ¢
Downpatrick with guides Martina Purdy and Elaine Kelly on Saturday
March 14%™ in honour of Ireland'’s patron saint and the 25th Anniversan
of The Saint Patrick Centre. Includes the fabulous 180° IMAX film of S
Patrick, with internal bus transfers, pilgrimage lunch, an authentic
Camino passport and a 6-mile pilgrimage walk finishing at St Patrick’s
grave. A special 25% discount price is on offer of £40 (normally £55) Tc
book ring 02844 619000 / website www.saintpatrickcentre.com

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 20 - 22 March 2026 Knock Marriage
Enrichment has, for many years, supported married couples in thei
Sacrament of Matrimony by offering them a sacred space to deeper
their relationship, renew their commitment, and grow togethe
through reflection, prayer, and dialogue. www.marriageencounter.ie

Nortbern Ireland Blood Transfusion Donation session in Makerr
Centre on Thursday 5" March 12.30 -4pm &5-7.30pm

To book see; www.nibts.org

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje 10-17 June, Spiritual director Rev Fr Sear
MccCartan, flying from Dublin to Mostar and home via Split. Deposit o
200 euro, paid before the end of January, will ensure your seat and give
50-euro discount. For full details contact Anne Geddis 07543989362

Medjugorje - 19th-26th August 7 nights half board.

Flights are Belfast to Mostar/ home via Split Spiritual Directors Fr Johr
Mc Keever & Fr Paul Murphy £725 (early booking, increases to £775
from February) Contact Martin 07889186915 or Lucia 07926132847
for more details

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Stand)

Of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face.
ItIs your face, O Lord, that | seek;
hide not your face from me.

PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: Youcame to call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
Peoptle: Christ, have mercy.

Priest You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

COLLECT

0 God, who have commanded us

to listen to your beloved Son,

be pleased, we pray,

to nourish us inwardly by your word,

that, with spiritual sight made pure,

we may rejoice to behold your glory.

Through our Lord jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with youin the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
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FIRST READING Genesls 1211-4

Areading from the book of Genesis:

The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, your
family and your father’s house, for the land | will show
you. | will make you a great nation; | will bless you and
make your name so famous that it will be used as a
blessing.

“} will bless those who bless you:

I will curse those who slight you.

All the tribes of the earth

shall bless themselves by you.”

So Abram went as the Lord told him.
The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Psalm 32

[R] May your love be uponus, O Lord,
as we place all our hope in you.

[ 1] The word of the Lord is faithful

and alt his works to be trusted.

The Lord loves justice and right

and fills the earth withhislove. ............... [R]

[2] The Lord looks on those who revere him,

on those who hope in his love,

to rescue their souls from death,

tokeep themaliveinfamine. ................. [R]

[3] Our soul is waiting for the Lord.

The Lord is our help and our shield.

May your love be upon us, O Lord,

aswe place allour hopeinyou. ............... [R]

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 1:6-10
A reading from the second lefter of St Paul to Timothy:

With me, bear the hardships for the sake of the
Good News, relying on the power of God who has
saved us and called us to be holy—not because of
anything we ourselves have done but for his own
purpose and by his own grace. This grace had
already been granted to us, In Christ Jesus, before
the beginning of time, but it has only been revealed
by the Appearing of our saviour Christ Jesus. He
abolished death, and he has proclaimed life and
immortality through the Good News.

The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.
)
€
f

(Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

From the bright cloud the Father’s voice was heard:
“This Is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.”

Glory and praise to you, O Christ!

GOSPEL Matthew 17:1-9

Areading from the holy Gospe!l according to Matthew:
People:Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his
brother John and led them up a high mountain where
they could be alone. There in their presence he was
transfigured; his face shone like the sun and his
clothes became as white as the light. Suddenly
Moses and Elijah appeared to them; they were
talking with him. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. “Lord,”
he said “it is wonderful for us to be here; if you wish,
| will make three tents here, one for you, one for
Moses and one for Elijah.” He was still speaking
when suddenly a bright cloud covered them with
shadow, and from the cloud there came a voice
which said, “This Is my Son, the Beloved; he enjoys
my favour. Listen to him.”

When they heard this, the disciples fell on their
faces, overcome with fear. But Jesus came up and
touched them “Stand up,” he said “do not be afraid.”
And when they raised their eyes they saw no one but
only Jesus.

As they came down from the mountain Jesus
gave them this order. “Tell no one about the vision
until the Son of Man has risen from the dead.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

People:Pralse to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY Sic

THE APOSTLES’ CREED Stand,

1 belleve In God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and In Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

{At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin Mary,, all bow)
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was cruclfied, died and was burled;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended Into heaven,

and Is seated at the right hand of God the Fother almighty;

| from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forglveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
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PREFACE DIALOGUE Scand

Priest The Lord be with you,

People: And with your spirit.

Priest Liftup your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People; Itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
tti K N E E L Pbei

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)

Priest:  The Mystery of Faith.

People:Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest Beholdthe Lamb...
People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,

but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

This Is my beloved Son,
with whom | am well pleased;

. listen to him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

As we receive these glorious mysteries,

we make thanksgiving to you, O Lord,

for allowing us while still on earth

to be partakers even now of the things of heaven.

| Through Christ our Lord.

.
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The Transfiguration of Christ
is recorded in each of the first
three Gospels (Matthew 17,
Mark 9, Luke 9). The fourth
does not recount the story at
all, but John 1:14 could
possibly be a reference to it:

“We have seen his glory, the
glory as of a father’s only

son, full of grace and truth.”
(John 1:14)

And St Peter wrote,

“We were eyewitnesses of his
majesty. For he received
honour and glory from God
the Father when that voice
was conveyed to him by the
Majestic Glory, saying, “This
is my Son, my Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.” We
ourselves heard this voice
come from heaven, while we
were with him on the holy
mountain.” (2 Pt 1:16-18)

Summary

In the Old Testament, a
cloud was frequently looked
upon as an image of God'’s
glorious presence.

The Transfiguration is like a
preview of the Resurrection.

Question

How does the Kingdom of
God come about?

Prayer

Lord, give me the grace to
see your presence in the
world around me.
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How are we to understand this account of
the Transfiguration today?

] As an historical event?
o As a symbolic story?
° Or as a spiritual experience?

In Mark’s account of it, Peter “didn’t know
what to say.” If those disciples were at a
loss, what kind of clarity can we get today?
The scholars tell us to look at its context.

The voice from heaven was heard once
before, at Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan. In
both cases a cloud overshadowed him. In
the Old Testament, a cloud was frequently
looked upon as an image of God’s glorious
presence (for example, in Exodus 19:9;
Leviticus 16:2; etc.).

The scene of the Transfiguration is like a
backward glance to the beginning of
Jesus’ public life. It is also a glance to the
future: it is like a moment’s preview of the
Resurrection. The beginning and the end
of the story are brought together in one
luminous moment.

The Disciples’ View

But again, how are we to understand it?
Let’s see first what the disciples made of it.

In all three gospels it comes just after Jesus’
first predictioin of his suffering and death.
Such talk must have seemed incom-
prehensible to them ... their minds turned
instead on fame and success. To make
matters worse, Jesus hinted that as followers
of his, they would suffer a similar fate. This
must have added terror to incomprehension.

Simplicity of Joy

1t was time for them to have an experience
that would lift them from the doldrums ... it
was time for one luminous moment. They
enjoyed the experience, whatever it was.
“Lord, it is good for us to be here,” said Peter.
He even offered to erect some kind of

' monument so that they could stay there.

However, he would soon be dragged
beyond his initial enthusiasm. It is
significant that Jesus told them not to talk
about it. Some things, he seems to say,
cannot be understood by the busy mind.

What Category?

Even in the face of less mysterious things,
our mental categories are limited and
provisional. How hard it is sometimes to
describe some event in one’s own life.
“Did it really happen, or did I only
imagine it, or was it something 1
remember dimly from childhood, or saw
on television, or heard my parents talk
about...?” In real life, fact and symbol and
inner experience all come together. How
could anyone know what category to put
the Transfiguration in?

Don‘t Even Think

Many people speak to having spiritual
experiences of some kind. There is
nothing exceptional about this. It stands
to reason that there are moments when
your mind is clearer, quieter, more
receptive. The temptation is to grab these
experiences greedily, to consider yourself
‘enlightened’, and to begin to see yourself
as different.

The best advice is the same as the advice
to those disciples: don’t talk about it,
don'’t even think about it. Talking and
thinking will make ‘a thing’ out of it. Let
it do its work, simply, silently. This is how
the Kingdom of God comes about, as
Jesus said on many occasions. Read a few
of the parables of the Kingdom:

e The Sower (Mt 13:3-23; Mk 4:1-20; Lk
8:5-15),

e The Mustard Seed (Mt 13:31-32),

e The Leaven (Mt 13:33),

o The Hidden Treasure (Mt 13:44),

o The Pearl (Mt 13:45-46).




