Fauwrth Sunday of Lent

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 16" March 2026 - Sunday 22" March 2026

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm (Vigil for St. Patrick’s Day) *
Tuesday - Mass at 11.30am St. Patrick’s Day ’
Wednesday & Friday Mass at 10am

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am (Children’s Rosary after 11.30am Mass)
Adoration Monday & Friday 3pmto 6pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome *
Tuesday - Mass at 10am St. Patrick’s Day =4
Thursday Mass at 7pm

MADDEN

Sunday Mass 9.00am

Tuesday Mass at Sam St. Patrick’s Day *}
(No 7pm Mass) =4

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:

LATELY DECEASED

Jim McDonald - Fairgreen (formerly Armagh), Margaret Teresa
Cockrill (née Rocks) Eversley England (formerly Lisdrumbrocus),
Kathleen McCourt — Madden, Margaret Grimley, Kathleen Mooney
Pauline Watters, Patrick McGeown

MONTH’S MEMORY

Mary Ann Toner — Saturday 21t March at 6.30pm Keady
Stella McCusker - Sunday 22" March at 9am Madden
John McSorley - Sunday 22" March at 11.30am Keady
John Guy - Saturday 28" March at 6.30pm Keady
Martha Smith — Sunday 29" March at 9.00am Madden
Josephine Burke - Tuesday 31% March at 7pm Madden

FIRST ANNIVERSARY

Seamus McNamee — Monday 23 March at 7pm Keady
Marina Rush - Saturday 28" March at 6.30pm Keady
Anna Corrigan — Thursday 9" April at 7pm Derrynoose

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Canon Sedan O’Neill PP (028 37531246)

kdmparish23@gmail.com

Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Perish of Keady, Levynoase and, VMadden

e | Reflections for Lent
' Y“‘i Walk with Me Booklets & Stations of The
Cross Booklets availtable from Sacristies.

y*%******&***%

ok Christ

with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me.

#fe Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down.
* ofe
ke Christ in the heart of every man
who thinks of me,

ke Christ in mouth of every man who speaks of me,

ofe Christ in the eye that sees me,

wke Christ in the ear that hears me.

New Parish Cemetery - As you may be aware approval has
been granted for a new St. Patrick's Cemetery by ABCB
Council and permission granted by the Archdiocesan
Trust. The area behind St. Patrick’s Church Keady will
ensure burial for parishioners for many years to come. We
will begin phase one this work in this coming weeks.

hftps:/7keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Blessing of Graves Keady - Sunday 14th June at 11.30am
Derrynoose - Friday 19th June 7pm Madden - Friday 26th June 7pm

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

YNanch 2026

Parish Envelopes are now available for collection.
We ask that you collect your envelope from the Church ASAP.
If you notice a family member or neighbours envelopes and if
you feel it is appropriate - please collect on their behalf.

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not
a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any of
the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 1%t & 4" Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4.00pm

Madden 3 Saturday at 4.00pm

Eucharistic Ministers- In Lent we are encouraged to ‘take something
on’ for the good of our Christian lives. You are encouraged to take on
the role of Eucharistic Minister —anyone interested is asked to contact
Canon O’Neill or Fr McCann.

New Draw 2026 - Will begin in April 2026 and run until March 2027.
Sincere thanks to all our sellers for promoting the draw and to
everyone who purchased tickets. Your continued support of the
parish is greatly appreciated. New tickets have now been distributed.
Please continue to support your parish.

The Legion of Mary will be holding a retreat led by Fr McCann on
Saturday 21st March at 10am in Benburb Priory. Everyone welcome
especially our auxiliary members. Please contact Helen on
07713744903 or any legion member for more details.

Diocesan Congress on Youth, Family and Faith - From 20" to

22nd March, the Diocesan Congress takes place in the Armagh City
Hotel. We pray for all taking part, including members of our own
parish. We trust the Holy Spirit will guide all participants towards the
pastoral and spiritual good of parishes within the Archdiocese.

Keady Hearing Aid User Support Service - FREE support service to
help people service their NHS hearing aids, collect batteries or get
advice. The session is taking place on Monday 16th March, from
10.00am -12noon. It will be held at Tommy Maken Community Centre.

Derrynoose GAC - Big Breakfast 22nd March 830am-1230pm
Fuel up for the Big Match - Armagh v Kerry Box-in Armagh @3.30pm.

Invitation to Members of the Pioneer Total Abstinence Association
who are due Jubilarian Pins this year. Please confirm with any
member of the Keady Pioneer Council if you wish to order a Jubilarian
pin and which pin you wish to order. Contact details on the porch-
noticeboard of the three Churches. Pins will be presented at Mass in
St Patrick’s Church Keady on the feast of the Sacred Heart on 12
June. Pins Fr Cullen Medal - 70 Years Diamond - 60 Years

Golden - 50 years Silver- 25 Years 10 Years

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (5tand)

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her.
Be joyful, all who were in mourning;
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast.

| PENITENTIAL ACT (3)

Brothers and sisters, letus acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of

heart Lord, have mercy.
People: Lord, have mercy.

You came fo call sinners:
Christ, have mercy.
People: Christ, have mercy.

Priest  You are seated at the right hand of
the Father to intercede for us:
Lord, have mercy.

People: Lord, have mercy.

et = 17 pepi

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1,6-7,10-13

A reading from the first book of Samuel:

The Lord said to Samuel, “Fill your horn with oil
and go. | am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for |
have chosen myself a king among his sons.” When
Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought,
“Surely the Lord's anointed one stands there before
him,” butthe Lord said to Samuel, “Take no nofice of his
appearance or his height for | have rejected hiny; God
does not see as man sees; man looks at appearances
but the Lord looks at the hearl.” Jesse presented his
seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, “The
Lord has not chosen these.” He then asked Jesse, “Are
these all the sons you have?” He answered, ‘There Is
still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the
sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send for him; we
will not sit down to eat until he comes.” Jesse had him
sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and
pleasant bearing. The Lord said, “Come, anoint him, for
this is the one.” At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and
anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the
spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed with him
from that day on.

The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

Priest:

Psalm 22

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

[R] The Lord Is my shepherd;
there Is nothing | shall want.

[ 1] The Lord is my shepherd;

here is nothing | shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures

where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me,

to revive my drooping spirit. ................. [R]

LZ] He guides me along the right path;
e is true to his name.

If 1 should walk in the valley of darkness

no evil would | fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff,
with these you give me comfort. ........... .|

I3] You have pre?ured abanquet for me
n the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;

my cup is overflowing. ....... heraeeeriaeaens [R]
[ 4] Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.

Inthe Lord’s own house shall | dwell
foreverandever, ............. e erereerenies [R]

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14

Areading from the letter of St Paul fo the Ephesians:

You were darkness once, but now you are light
in the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of
the light are seen in complete goodness and right
living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants
of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of
darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things
which are done in secret are things that people are
ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by
the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated
turns into light. That is why it is said:

Wake up from your sleep,

rise from the dead,

and Christ will shine on you.
The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION __(5tnd)
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!
| am the light of the world, says the Lord;

anyone who follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!

John 9:1,6-9,13-17,34-38
[Longer Version: John 9:1-41]

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Johr:
People:Glory to you, O Lord.

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had
been blind from birth. He spat on the ground, made a
paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the
blind man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool
of Sitoam’ (@ name that means ‘sent’). So the blind
man went off and washed himself and came away
with his sight restored.

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen
him begging said, ‘lsn't this the man who used to sit
and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, itIs the same one.’ Others
said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man himself
said, ‘l am theman.’

They brought the man who had been blind to the
Pharisees. It had been a Sabbath day when lesus
made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when
the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he
said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and | washed, and |
can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man
cannot be from God: he does not keep the Sabbath.’
Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like
this? And there was disagreement among them. So
they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have youto
say about him yourself, now that he has opened your
eyes? ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.

‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and
you a sinner through and through, since you were
born!” And they drove him away.

lesus heard they had driven him away, and

GOSPEL

i when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in

the Son of Man? 'Sir,’ the man replied ‘tellme who he
is so that | may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are
tooking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said,
‘Lord, 1 believe,’ and worshipped him.

The Gospel of the Lord.

People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sit)

THE APOSTLES® CREED (S¢tand)

I belleve in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘the Virgin
Mary’, all bow)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was burled;

| hedescended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father aimighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

| the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
e - T B
PREFACE DIALOGUE Scand

Priest  The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest Liftup your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest Letus give thanks to the Lord our God,
People: itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
Jlesf X NEE L Pl

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (3)
Priest  The Mystery of Faith.
People:Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and resurrection,
you have set us free.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest. Behold the Lamb ...

People:Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Lord anointed my eyes:  went, | washed,
I saw and | believed in God.

l PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

May this heavenly mystery, O Lord,
restore us in mind and body,

that we may be coheirs in glory with Christ,
to whose suffering we are united

: whenever we proclaim his Death.

—
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This Sunday reminds us that
we are half-way through
Lent. The well-known and
much loved Psalm 22 is
included in today’s liturgy. It
suggests that we might slow
down, take time out to find
some restful waters, and take
stock of how our journey
towards Easter is
progressing.

Have our resolutions and
good intentions lost their
impetus? Do we recognise our
drooping spirits? In a silent
few minutes of reflection and
prayer we turn to the gentle

and caring Good Sheplierd.
We ask him to guide us along
the right path, to walk by our
side in moments of darkness,
uncertainty, fear, anxicty and
doubt. We request him to
revive and reinvigorate us.
Our prayer might be that of
the poet Rainer Maria Rilke
and yearn to be held in the
great hands of your heart —

“Oh, let them take me now.

Into them I place these
fragments, my life, and you,
God - spend them however

you want.”
{Book of Hours: Love Poems to God).

Summary

“Pharisee” means “separated
one” which referred to their
commitment to separate
themselves from anything

ritually impure, and to live a
life of piety.

Jesus prioritised compassion
over strict, unfeeling
adherence to the law.

SUJ
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Series: The Church; Fourth Sunday of Lent, Year A; 15 Mar 2026

In this Sunday’s Second Reading, St Paul
offers us words of reassurance: Try to
discern what the Lord wants of you ...

Wake up from your sleep,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.

Be Guided Back

We are never alone. The light of the Good
Shepherd is all round us. We experience
it through the generosity and love of our
fellow Christians. Sometimes, we have to
swallow our pride, be humble, and allow
others to guide us safely back into the
sheepfold.
“Tender-hearted One, you continually
walk with me on the road of life. I am
not alone when I limp along in the
greyness of discouragement and
disappointment. I place my hand in
yours, and move forward with hope in

your loving presence. Amen.”
(Joyce Rupp, Newsletter, November 2025)

(Eph 5:14)

Pharisees

The Good Shepherd’s ministry of
proclaiming God’s love for all people
was often challenged by the Pharisees.
“Pharisee” means “separated one” which
referred to their commitment to separate
themselves from anything ritually
impure, and to live a life of piety. They
were mostly a group of lay-people who

Question

Which of my attitudes blind me
from the truth?

Prayer

Lord, give me the courage to see.

were well-known legal experts and were

influential among the ordinary folk. They
were often in open conflict with Jesus (as
we see in this Sunday’s gospel).

Law Before Love

The love and compassion of Jesus
restored sight to a blind man on the
Sabbath day. But the rigid, legalistic and
uncompromising attitude of the
Pharisees blinded them from seeing that
the Sabbath day was made for man’s
benefit, and that Jesus was Lord of the
Sabbath, prioritising compassion and
kindness over strict, unfeeling adherence
to the Law.

Essentially, the Pharisees were
hypocrites, whereas Jesus emphasised
internal righteousness — the motives of
the heart, and qualities like mercy, justice
and faithfulness. In contrast, he criticised
the Pharisees for focussing on outward
shows of piety and ritual purity.

Double Standards

Jesus challenges us to examine our own
values, our double standards, and how
we judge others. Is there a bit of the
Pharisee - a hypocrite - in each of us?
What are our blind spots? How open are
we to allowing Jesus, the healer, to
remove the scales of prejudice from our
eyes?

“I am a Pharisee,

Self-righteous, sanctimonious, and smug,

Harsh and judgemental to the core,

Subject to fits of selective amnesia,

Forgetful of my own sins, but never

yours...” Joseph Campanello 2024) ®




