The Mass

Passion Sunday, Year ;29 Mar 2026
Today's Mass may be

preceded by a procession, ora solemn
orasimple entrance. Palms are
blessed and carried in procession.

{NeNarrotor fejesc; O=Obher Speaker; CCrowd)

The passion of our Lord Jesus
Christ according to Maltthew:

N/ One of the Twelve, the man
called Judas Iscariot, went to the
chief priests and said:

0/ Whatare you prepared to give
me if | hand him over to you?

N/ They paid him thirty silver
pieces, and from that moment he
looked for an opportunity to
betray him. Now on the first day of
Unleavened Bread the disciples
came to Jesus to say,

C/ Where do you want us to make
the preparations for you to eat
the Passover?

N/ Hereplied:

1/ Gotoso-and=soin the city and say
to him, “The Master says: My time is
near. It is at your house that | am
keeping Passover with my disciples.”

N/ The disciples did what Jesus
told them and prepared the
Passover. When the evening came
he was at table with the twelve
disciples. And while they were
eating he said:

1/ ltell you solemnly, one of you
is about to betray me.

N/ They were greatly distressed
and started asking himin turn,

C/Not|, Lord, surely?

N/ He answered:

17 Someone who has dipped his
hand into the dish with me, will
betray me. The Son of Manis going
to his fate, as the scriptures say he
will, but alas for that man by
whom the Son of Man is betrayed!
Better for that man if he had never
been born!

N/ ludas, who was to betray him,
asked in his turn,

0/ Notl, Rabbl, surely?

N/ lesus answered:

)/ They are your own words.

N/ Now as they were eating, Jesus
took some bread, and when he had
sald the blessing he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said:

)/ Take it and eat; this is my body.
N/ Then he took a cup, and when
he had returned thanks he gave it
to them saying:

1/ Drink all of you from this, for this
is my blood, the blood of the
covenant, which is to be poured
out for many for the forgiveness of
sins. From now on, I tell you, | shall
not drink wine untit the day | drink
the new wine with you in the
kingdom of my Father.

N/ After psalms had been sung
they left for the Mount of Olives.
Then Jesus said to them,

1/ You will all lose faith in me this
night, for the scripture says: | shall
strike the shepherd and the sheep
of the flock will be scattered. But
after my resurrection I shall go
before you to Galilee.

N/ At this, Peter said:

0/ Though all lose faith in you, |
will never lose faith.

N/ lesus answered him,

)/ 1tell you solemnly, this very night,
before the cock crows, you will have
disowned me three times.

N/ Peter said to him,

0/ Even if ] have to die with you, |
will never disown you.

N/ And all the disciples said the same.
Then Jesus came with them to a small
esiate called Gethsemane; and he said
to his disciples,

1/ Stay here while | go over there
to pray.

N/ He took Peter and the two sons
of Zebedee with him. And sadness
came over him, and great distress.
Then he said to them:

J/ My soul is sorrowful to the point
of death. Wait here and keep
awake withme.

N/ And going on a little further he
fell on his face and prayed:

1/ My Father, ifitis possible let this
cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let
itbe as you, not |, would have it.

N/ He came back to the disciples
and found them sleeping, and he
said to Peter:

1/ So you had not the strength to
keep awake with me one hour?
You shoutd be awake, and praying
not to be put to the test. The spiritis
willing, but the flesh is weak.

N/ Again, a second time, he went
away and prayed:
)/ My father, if this cup cannot
pass by without my drinking it,
your will be done!

N/ And he came again back and
found them sleeping, their eyes
were 50 heavy. Leaving them there,
he went away again and prayed for
the third time, repeating the same
words. Then he came back to the
disciples and said to them,

J/ You can sleep on now and take
your rest. Now the hour has come
when the Son of Man is to be
betrayed into the hands of sinners.
Get up! Let us go! My betrayer is
already ciose at hand.

N/ He was still speaking when
Judas, one of the Twelve,
appeared, and with him a large
number of men armed with
swords and clubs, sent by the chief
priests and elders of the people.
Now the traitor had arranged a
sign with them. He had said:

0/ “The one | kiss, he is the man.
Take him in charge.”

N/ S0 he went straight up to Jesus
and said;

0/ Greetings, Rabbi,
N/ and kissed him. Jesus said to him,
)/ My friend, do what you are here for.

N/ Then they came forward,
seized Jesus and took him in
charge. At that, one of the
followers of Jesus grasped his
sword and drew it; he struck out at
the high priest’s servant, and cut
off his ear. Jesus then said:

}/ Putyour sword back, for all who
draw the sword will die by the
sword. Or do you think that |
cannot appeal to my Father who
would promptly send more than
twelve legions of angels to my
defence? But then, how would the
scriptures be fulfilled that say this
is the way it must be?

N/ It was atthis time that Jesus said
to the crowds:

J/ Am | a brigand, that you had to
set out to capture me with swords
and clubs? | sat teaching in the
Temple day after day and you
never laid hands on me.

N/ Now all this happened to fuffil
the prophecies in scripture. Then
all the disciples deserted him and
ran away. The men who had
arrested Jesus led him off to
Caiaphas the high priest, where
the scribes and the elders were
assembled, Peter followed him at
a distance, and when he reached
the high priest’s palace, he wentin
and sat down with the attendants
to see what the end would be. The
chief priests and the whole
Sanhedrin were looking for
evidence against Jesus, however
false, on which they might pass the
death-sentence. But they could
not find any, though several lying
witnesses came forward.
Eventually two stepped forward
and made a statement,

0/ This man said: I have power to
destroy the Temple of God and in
three days build it up.”

N/ The high priest then stood up
and said to him:

0/ Have you no answer to that?
What Is this evidence these men
are bringing against you?

N/ But Jesus was silent. And the
high priest said to him:

0/ | put you on oath by the living
God to tell us if you are the Christ,
the Son of God.

N/ Jesus answered:

J/ The words are your own.
Moreover, | tell you that from this
time onward you will see the Son
of Man seated at the right hand of
the Power and coming on the
clouds of heaven.

N/ At this, the high priest tore his
clothes and said:

0/ He hasblasphemed. What need
of witnesses have we now? Therel
You have just heard the
blasphemy. What is your opinion?
N/ They answered;

C/ He deserves to die.

N/ Then they spat in his face and

hit him with their fists; others said

as they struck him:

C/ Play the prophet, Christ! Who
hit you then?

N/ Meanwhile Peter was sitting
outside in the courtyard, and a
servant-girl came up to him and
said:

0/ You too were with Jesus the
Galilean.

N/ But he denied it in front of them
all, saying:

0O/ | do not know what you are
talking about.

N/ When he went out to the
gateway another servant-girl saw
him and said to the people there:
0/ This man was with Jesus the
Nazarene.

N/ And again, with an oath, he
denied it,

0/ do not know the man.

N/ A little later the bystanders
came up and said to Peter:

€/ You are one of them for sure!
Why, your accent gives you
away.

N/ Then he started calling down
curses on himself and swearing:

0/ 1do not know the man.

N/ At that moment the cock crew,
and Peter remembered what
Jesus had said, “Before the cock
crows you will have disowned me
three times.” And he went outside
and wept bitterly. When morning
came, all the chief priests and the
elders of the people metin council
to bring about the death of Jesus.
They had him bound, and led him
away to hand him over to Pilate,
the governor. When he found that
Jesus had been condemned, Judas
his betrayer was filled with
remorse and took the thirty pieces
of silver back to the chief priests
and elders, saying:

0/ | have sinned. | have betrayed
innocent blood.

N/ They replied:
C/ Whatis that to us? That is your
concern.

N/ And flinging down the silver
pieces in the sanctuary he made
off, and went and hanged himself,
The chief priests picked up the
silver pieces and said!

C/ Itis against the Law to put this
into the treasury; it is blood
money.

N/ So they discussed the matter
and bought the potter's field with it
as a graveyard for foreigners, and
this Is why the field is called the
Field of Blood today. The words of
the prophet leremiah were then
fulfilled: And they took the thirty
silver pieces, the sum at which the
precious One was priced by
children of Israel, and they gave
them for the potter’s field, just as
the Lord directed me. Jesus, then,
was brought before the governor,
and the governor put to him this
question:

0/ Are you the king of the Jews?
N/ Jesus replied:

1/ Itis you who say it,

N/ But when he was accused by

the chief priests and the elders he
refused to answer at all, Pilate
then said to him:

0/ Do you not hear how many
charges they have brought
against you?

N/ But to the governor’s complete
amazement, he offered noreplyto
any of the charges.

At festival time it was the governor’s
practice to release a prisoner for the
people, anyone they chose. Now
there was at that time a notorious
prisoner whose name was
Barabbas., So when the crowd
gathered, Pilate said to them,

0O/ Which do you want me to
release for you: Barabbas or Jesus
who is called Christ?

N/ For Pilate knew it was out of
jealousy that they had handed him
over. Now as he was seated in the
chair of judgement, his wife sent
him a message,

0/ Have nothing to do with that
man; | have beenupsetalldaybya
dream | had about him.

N/ The chief priests and the elders,
however, had persuaded the
crowd to demand the release of
Barabbas and the execution of
Jesus. So when the governor
spoke and asked them:

0/ Which of the two do you want
me to release for you?

N/ They said:
C/ Barabbas.

N/ Pilate said to them:

0/ What am [ to do with Jesus who
is calted Christ?

N/ They all said:

C/ Let him be crucified!

N/ Pilate asked:

0/ Why? What harm has he done?
N/ Butthey shouted all the louder,
C/ Let him be crucified!

N/ Then Pilate saw that he was
making no impression, that in fact
a riot was imminent. So he took
some water, washed his hands in
front of the crowd and said:

0/ |1 am innocent of this man’s
blood. Itis your concern.

N/ And the people, to a man,
shouted back:

C/ His blood be on us and on our
children!

N/ Then he released Barabbas for
them. He ordered Jesus to be first
scourged and then handed over to
be crucified. The governor's soldiers
took lesus with them into the
Praetorium and collected the whole
cohort around him. Then they
stripped him and made him wear a
scarlet cloak, and having twisted
some thorns into a crown they put
this on his head and placed areed in
his right hand. To make fun of him
they kneit to him saying:

€/ Hail, king of the Jews!

N/ And they spat on him and took
the reed and struck him on the
head with it. And when they had
finished making fun of him, they
took off the cloak and dressed him
in his own clothes and led him
away to crucify him.

On their way outi, they came
across a man from Cyrene, Simon
by name, and enlisted himto carry
his cross. When they had reached
aplace called Golgotha, thatis, the
place of the skull, they gave him
wine to drink. When they had
finished crucifying him they
shared out his clothing by casting
lots, and then sat down and stayed
there keeping guard over him.
Above his head wos placed the
charge against him; it read: *Thisis
Jesus, the King of the Jews”. At the
same time two robbers were
crucified with him, one on the right
and one on the left, The passers-
by jeered at him; they shook their
heads and said:

C/ So you would destroy the
Temple and rebuild itin three
days! Then save yourself If you
are God's son, come down
from the cross!

N/ The chief priests with the
scribes and elders mocked him in

the same way, saying:

C/ He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of
Israel; let him come down from
the cross now, and we will
believe in him. He put his trust
in God; now let God rescue him
if he wants him. For he did say,
“Iam the son of God".

N/ Even the robbers who were
crucified with him taunted him in
the same way. From the sixth hour
there was darkness over all the
land until the ninth hour. And
about the ninth hour, Jesus cried
outin a loud voice:

)/ Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?

N/ That is: “My God, my God, why
have you deserted me?” When
some of those who stood there
heard this, they said:

€/ The man is calling on Elijah,

N/ and one of them quickly ran to

get a sponge which he dipped in

vinegar and, putting it on a reed,

gave it him to drink. The rest of

them said:

C/ Waitt See if Elliah will come to
save him.

N/ But Jesus, again crying outin a

loud voice, yielded up his spirit.

All kneel and pause a moment.

N/ At that, the veil of the Temple
was torn in two from top to bottom;
the earth quaked; the rocks were
split the tombs opened and the
bodies of many holy men rose
from the dead, and these, after his
resurrection, came out of the
tombs, entered the Holy City and
appeared to a number of people.
Meanwhile the  centurion,
together with the others guarding
lesus, had seen the earthquake
and all that was taking place, and
they were terrified and said:

€/ Intruth this was a son of God.

N/ And many women were there,
watching from a distance, the
same women who had followed
lesus from Galilee and looked
after him. Among them were Mary
of Magdala, Mary the mother of

James and Joseph, and the mother

of Zebedee’s sons. When it was

evening, there came a rich man of

Arimathaea called Joseph, who

had himself become a disciple of

Jesus, This man went to Pilate and

asked for the bady of Jesus. Pilate

thereupon ordered it to be handed
over. 5o Joseph took the body,
wrapped it in a clean shroud and
put it in his own new tomb which
he had hewn out of the rock. He
then rolted a large stone across
the entrance of the tomb and went
away. Now Mary of Magdala and
the other Mary were there, sitting
opposite the sepulchre. Next day,
that is, when Preparation Day was
over, the chief priests and the

Pharisees went in a body to Pilate

and said to him,

C/ Your Excellency, we recall that
this impostor said, while he
was stilt alive, “After three
days I shall rise again”.
Therefore give the orderto
have the sepulchre kept secure
until the third day, for fear his
disciples come and steal him
away and tell the people, “He
has risen from the dead”. This
last piece of fraud would be
worse than what went before.

K/ Pilate sald to them:

0/ You may have your guards. Go
and make all as secure as you
know how.

N/ So they went and made the
sepulchre secure, putting seals on
the stone and mounting a guard.
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This Sunday is Passion
Sunday. It is the beginning of
Holy Week. There is always
the danger that, as we reflect
on the days ahead and
participate in some or all of
the liturgies, we feel
nostalgic and leave this
extraordinary love-story of
suffering, service, of life and
death and resurrection in
Jerusalem over two
thousand years ago.

The prophet Isaiah issued a
wakeup call:

“Each moring he
wakes me to hear,
to listen like a disciple.”

Making this a holy week
for ourselves offers us the
opportunity to pause for a

while to reflect on where

and how Jesus’ road to
Calvary is being
experienced in 2026. Today,
all over the world, people
are pleading the sentiments
of psalm 21:

“0 Lord, do not leave me alone,
my strength, make haste to help me.”

Summary

We stand at the foot of the
Cross on Calvary with

Mary, a broken-hearted
mother.

We think of prisoners, unjustly
incarcerated, isolated and cut off from
family and society. We can almost hear
them cry with Jesus ...

My God, my God,

why have you forsaken me?
St Paul, writing to the Philippians and to
us says:

Christ was humbler yet,

even to accepting death,

death on a cross.

Present World

At this moment Christians in Nigeria are
being tortured and murdered because of
their steadfast faith. With Jesus, we can
hear them pray:

(Mt 27:46)

(Gospel Acclamation)

Father, into your hands, I commit my spirit.
In his poem Resurrection, Padraig J. Daly
empathises, together with all those who
give their lives for the Lord:

“There will be a day in the end,
When there will be no need
To explain anything,
When we will row across the channel
To the island;
And find you standing where the white shingle
Drops steeply into seq,
Waiting to gather us
Under your russet coat.”
(Daly: This Glowing Place p.151)

The Sick and Dying

We find ourselves in the Upper Room
witnessing the humble Son of God on his
knees washing the feet of his disciples. We

Question

Where do we find ourselves
washing the feet of the needy?

Prayer

Lord, we look to your resurrection
as our only hope.

give thanks for men and women
everywhere, who, without counting the
cost, minister to the sick and dying;:
people in hospitals, care-homes and
families.

As we gather to celebrate the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper, we are reminded that the
Eucharist is about community and
service.”Do this in memory of me.”

“This is what we experience in this
Sunday’s celebration, the Lord who wants
to remain with us in the Eucharist. And
we become the Lord’s tabernacles, carrying
the Lord with us ...”

(Pope Francis, Holy Thursday, 2020).

Look to Jesus

We stand at the foot of the Cross on
Calvary with Mary, a broken-hearted
mother. We remember, especially on Good
Friday, mothers and fathers who are
broken-hearted and grieving for their sons
and daughters who have been
slaughtered in futile and unnecessary
wars. Was the betrayal, suffering,
crucifixion and death of Jesus all in vain?

Start Again

Gathered at the Easter Vigil we find the
answer as we gaze with joy and hope at
the bright flickering flame of the Easter

candle, and hear the cantor melodiously
sing:

“Rejoice! Jesus Christ is risen.

Darkness has been overcome forever.
Alleluia!

The stone has been rolled away.
Alleluia! Alleluin!” (Easter Liturgy)

0-0

“Though we live in a world that dreams
of ending,

that always seems about to give in

something that will not acknowledge

conclusion,

insists that we forever begin.”
{“Begin Again” by Brendan Kennelly) Bl



Palm Sunday

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 30" March 2026 - Sunday 5" April 2026

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm

Tuesday & Wednesday Mass at 10am
Saturday - Easter Vigil 9.00pm
Sunday Mass 11.30am

Adoration Monday 3pmto 6pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome
Thursday Mass at 7pm

MADDEN
Sunday Mass 9.00am
Tuesday Mass at 7pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED Bernadette Corrigan — Derrynoose
Denise Hagan.

MONTH’S MEMORY

John Guy - Saturday 28" March at 6.30pm Keady

Kathleen Mooney — Saturday 28" March at 11am Middletown
Patrick McGeown — Saturday 28" March at 5.30pm Granemore
Martha Smith — Sunday 29" March at 9.00am Madden
Margaret Teresa Cockrill - Sunday 29" March at 9.00am Madden
Pauline Watters — Sunday 29" March at 11.30am Keady
Josephine Burke — Tuesday 31% March at 7pm Madden
Margaret Grimley — Sunday 5" April at 9am Madden

Jim McDonald - Friday 10" April at 10am Keady

Kathleen McCourt — Friday 10" April at 7pm Madden

Jim Brennan - Saturday 11" April at 6.30pm Keady

FIRST ANNIVERSARY

Marina Rush - Saturday 28" March at 6.30pm Keady
Anna Corrigan - Thursday 9" April at 7pm Derrynoose
Kieran Deveney — Saturday 25™ April at 6.30pm Keady

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary
Tel 02837531242 info@keadyparish.net
Parish Office Onen to Parishioners

Parish of Keady, Lerryroocse and I Nadden

Holy Thursday - 274 April
L. Mass of the Lord’s Supper
g . Keady - 7:00pm
Night Prayer — 9:00pm
{3 Derrynoose —7:00pm

Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil Mass

20% D Varch 2026

New Parish Cemetery - As you may be
aware approval has been granted for a new
St. Patrick's Cemetery by ABCB Council and

permission granted by the Archdiocesan
Trust. The area behind St. Patrick’s Church
Keady will ensure burial for parishioners for
many years to come. We will begin phase one
this work in this coming weeks.

Good Fnday 3rd April = Easter

Keady — Passion of the Lord — 3:00pm
Derrynoose — Passion of the Lord — 7:00pm
l\ Madden Stations of the Cross - 7:00pm

Madden — 9:0C
" Derrynoose —

All are welcome to join us in prayer and reflection

.. during this sacred mw

‘Masses '%, i

. Keady -11: 30am

Parish Envelopes - are now available for
collection. We ask that you collect your
envelope from the Church ASAP.

If you notice a family member or neighbours
envelopes and if you feel it is appropriate —
please collect on their behalf.

Sundax

9: OOam
-10:00am

New Draw 2026
Will begin in April 2026 and run until March
2027. Sincere thanks to all our sellers for
promoting the draw and to everyone who
purchased tickets. Your continued support of

-“;'_.rn“. .

Confessions for Easter Palm Sunday
Derrynoose - Thursday 26™ March at 6.15pm 29" March
Palm & Palm

Crosses will be
blessed at all
Masses

Keady - Monday 30" March at 6pm
Tuesday 31 March at 9.15am
Wednesday 1t April at 9.15am

Madden - Tuesday 31% March at 6.15pm *

the parish is greatly appreciated.

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there
is not a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative
date in any of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 15t & 4" Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2" Saturday at4.00pm

Madden 3 Saturday at 4.00pm

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Good Friday Parish Youth Liturgy at 8.30pm - Prayer around the
Cross Join us in St Patrick’s, Keady for a special liturgy, led by our
young people, where we use prayer, hymns and reflection on Christ’s
passion and death to commemorate His sacrifice on the Cross.

All very welcome. We hope to see you there!

Ministers Of Holy Communion All new and existing Ministers of Holy
Communion are invited to attend the Holy Thursday Mass where they
will receive a blessing for Ministers of Holy Communion

Communion To The Sick - Any person that wishes to bring Holy
Communion to a sick family member must first contact one of the
priests and receive a blessing to become a Minister of Holy
Communion. When requesting Holy Communion please leave your
pyx on the altar before Mass. Holy Communion will not be placed in a
pyx at Mass by Ministers of Holy Communion during its distribution to
the congregation. A prayer card to assist a Minister of Holy
Communion when distributing Holy Communion to the sick is
available in the parish office.

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

Chrism Mass in Armagh Cathedral on Wednesday 15 April at 7pm
Allwelcome.

Stations of the Cross The Primary 7 Class of Our Lady’s & St
Mochua’s PS will enact the Stations of the Cross on Holy Thursday at

11.00am in St Mochua’s Church. All welcome.

Keady & District & Cill Chluna Parish Lourdes Committee Palm
Sunday Walk - 29" March at 3pm St Patrick’s High School

Reflections for Lent - Walk with Me Booklets & Stations of The Cross

Booklets available from Sacristies

Derrynoose GAC Annual Easter Egg Hunt and Bake Sale
Saturday 4th April. From 11 am (training before hand) £4 per child
£10 for 3 children

Blessing of Graves Keady - Sunday 14th June at 11.30am
Derrynoose - Friday 19th June 7pm Madden - Friday 26th June 7pm

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



