Second Sunday of Easter, Year A;

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Stand)

Like newborn infants,
you must long for the pure, spiritual milk,
that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia

PENITENTIAL ACT (1)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
(A brief pause for silence follows.)
| confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that ! have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what | have done and in what | have failed to do,

(And, striking their breast, they say:)
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

(Then they continue:)
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest.  May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

12 Apr 2026

People: Amen.

Priesi:Lord, havemerey.  People:Lord, have mercy.
Priest:Christ, have mercy,  People: Christ, have mercy
PriestLord, have mercy.  People:Lord, have mercy.

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we 3Ive xou thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,
havem onus;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the rlght hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

rou alone are the Most High,

esus Christ,
with the Holy Sgirit
in the glory of God the Father. Amen,
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FIRST READING Acts 2:42-47

Areading from the Acts of the Apostles:

The whole community remained faithful to the
teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the
breaking of bread and to the prayers.

The many miracles and signs worked through
the apostles made a deep impression on everyone.
The faithful all lived together and owned everything
in common, they sold their goods and possessions
and shared out the proceeds among themselves
according to what each one needed.

They went as a body to the Temple every day but
metintheir houses for the breaking of bread; they shared
their food gladly and generously; they praised God and
were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord
added to their community those destined to be saved.
The word of the Lord,

People:Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 117

[R] Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.

;u Letthe sons of Israel say:

‘His love has no end.”

Let the suns of Aaron say:

“His love has no end”,

Let those who fear the Lord say:
“Hislovehasnoend”. ..........ccvvvuvnnn [R]

| LZ] | was thrust, thrust down and falling
ut the Lord was my helper.

The Lord is my strength and my song;

he was my saviour.

There are shouts of joy and victory
inthetentsofthejust. .................... [R]

3] The stone which the builders rejected

as become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
amarvel in our eares.
This day was made by the Lord;
werejoiceandareglad...........ccovnuiins [R}

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1:3-9

Areading from the first lefter of 5t Peler:

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who in his great, mercy has given us a
new birth as his sons, by raising Jesus from the
dead, so that we have a sure hope and the
promise of an inheritance that can never be
spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it
is being kept for you in the heavens. Through
your faith, God’s power will guard you until the
salvation which has been prepared is revealed
at the end of time. This is a cause of great joy for
you, even though you may for a short time have
to bear being plagued by all sorts of trials; so
that, when lesus Christ is revealed, your faith
will have been tested and proved like gold —
only it is more precious than gold, which is
corruptible even though it bears testing by fire
—and then you will have praise and glory and
honour. You did not see him, yet you loved him;
and still without seeing him, you are already
filled with a joy so glorious, that it cannot be
described, because you believe; and you are
sure of the end to which your faith looks
forward, that is, the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Stand)

Alleluia, alleluia!

Jesus said; 'You believe because you can see me;
happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.'
Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 20:19-31

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John:
People:Glory to you, O Lord.

In the evening of that same day, the first day of
the week, the doors were closed in the room where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came
and stood among them. He said to them, “Peace be
with you,” and showed them his hands and his side.
The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the
Lord, and he said to them again, “Peace be with you.

As the Father sent me, so am | sending you.”
After saying this he breathed on them and said:

“Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.”

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve,
was not with them when Jesus came. When the
disciples said, “We have seen the Lord,” he
answered, “Unless | see the holes that the nails made
in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they
made, and unless | can put my hand into his side, |
refuse to believe.” Eight days later the disciples were
in the house again and Thomas was with them. The
doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood
among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. Then he
spoke to Thomas, “Put your finger here; look, here
are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side.
Doubt no longer but believe.” Thomas replied, “My
Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him:

“You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.”

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and
the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this
book. These are recorded so that you may believe that
lesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing
this you may have life through his name.”

The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

HOMILY (5it)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Stand)
| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and ecrth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated ot the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
i believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
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PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest:  The Lord be with you,

People: And with your spirit.

Priest  Liftup your hearts.

People: We liftthem up to the Lord.

Priest: Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Rtis right and just.

SANCTUS
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
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THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (1)

Priest:  The Mystery of Faith.

People: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest. Behold the Lamb...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails,
and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Grant, we pray, almighty God,

that our reception of this paschal Sacrament
may have a continuing effect

in our minds and hearts.

Through Christ our Lord.
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The Upper Room, also known
as the Cenacle, is located on
Mount Zion in the southern

part of the Old City of
Jerusalem. Since the fourth
century the Upper Room is
perhaps best known as the
traditional site of the Last
Supper and the place where the
disciples went after the
resurrection.

According to tradition, this is
where the apostles stayed when-
ever they were in Jerusalem. The

Cenacle is where Jesus washed
his disciples’ feet, an event which

symbolizes the ministry of loving
service (John 13:1-20).

It is also where the concept of a
loving friendship with Jesus
was introduced, as set forth in
John’s Last Supper discourses
(John 14-16), and gave the
apostles a glimpse into the
beautiful prayer-life of Jesus,
sometimes known as the “high
priestly prayer” (John 17). It is
the place where the disciples
gathered in fear after the death
of Jesus and prayed, with Mary,
for the coming of the Holy
Spirit (John 20:19-23).

Summary

The Upper Room is claimed by
both Christians, Israelis and

Muslims.
Question

Where did Christ introduce the
sacrament of reconciliation?

Prayer

Lord, may I find an Upper
Room within my own soul.

Series: Scripture; Second Sunday of Easter, Year A; 12 Apr 2028

By tradition, the upper room is where
Jesus appeared, both before and after
the resurrection. It was here that Jesus
made his wounds visible - to see and
touch - and the room where the faith of
Thomas emerged. It is where the Risen
Lord breathed the Holy Spirit on the
disciples “on the evening of that first
day of the week” (John 20:19). It is where
tongues of fire appeared at Pentecost
and where “they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:4). That event marks
the birthday of the Church. It is from
here that the apostles went forth with
boldness to preach the Good News.

Contrversial Pilgrimage Site

For all these reasons, the Upper Room is
a much sought-after destination for
Christians who travel on pilgrimage to
the Holy Land. And yet, because it also
has great spiritual significance for both
Jews and Muslims, the Cenacle is ever at
the center of political controversy.
Normally only “visits” are allowed to
this place because this place is contested
and claimed by both Jews and Muslims.
Muslims consider it to be a mosque and
the Israelis consider the lower level of
this structure to be the Tomb of David
which has belonged to the Israelis since
1948. On some occasions, Christians are
permitted to celebrate Mass in the
Upper Room, but it is not common and
is done only with permission.

The Humanity of the Apostles

In May 2014, Pope Francis visited the
Holy Land and was permitted to celebrate
Mass in the Cenacle. As if to acknowledge
this privilege, the Pope said:
“It is a great gift that the Lord has
given us by bringing us together here
in the Upper Room for the celebration
of the Eucharist.” (May 26, 2014)
Perhaps it is because the apostles spent so
much time with Christ in that holy place that
we see most clearly the various personalities
of the apostles, particularly at the Last
Supper. Tellingly, it was here that Jesus
predicted Judas’s betrayal and Peter’s denial
(John 13:21-30,36-38), and it was here that
Jesus exposed Thomas’s doubt (Jn 20:24- 29).

The humanity of each apostle is
vibrantly portrayed in the Upper Room,
giving us a glimpse into our own hearts,
as well as into the unrelenting love of
Christ for his followers. It was also from

The Upper Room
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this room that, filled with the Holy
Spirit, the apostles would ultimately
leave to change the world.

Send forth your spirit, they are created,

and you renew the face of the earth.
(Psalm 104:30)
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The Life of the Church

Despite the tensions over its religious
significance, the events that took place
in the Upper Room prior to and
immediately after the crucifixion of
Christ and in the days following his
Resurrection, can never be undone or
forgotten. The fruits of Jesus’s life and
ministry, as witnessed in these precious
moments in the Upper Room, continue
in and through the Church. In this - the
most important room in all of
Christendom — we are given a new
understanding of the revolutionary
power of the Holy Spirit.

Encountering God In Our Upper Room

And yet, one need not physically go to
the Cenacle to be aware of its spiritual
importance. What happened in that
Upper Room in Jerusalem almost two
millennia ago, both before and after
Christ’s resurrection, continues to have
significant personal effects on every
baptised Christian. The events that took
place there continue at the heart of our
faith today.

The Sending Out

While the Cenacle is a real place, it is
also so much more than a simple room
in Jerusalem, it is here that the apostles
retreated from the world to be with
Jesus, here they listened with rapt
attention as he revealed to them the
mysteries that they would one day pass
on to thousands of others. It was here,
above all, that they were equipped to do
the work for which they had been
called. ®



Second Sunday of Easter

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 13" April 2026 - Sunday 19" April 2026

KEADY

Monday-Mass 7.00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday Mass at 10am

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am (Children’s Rosary after 11.30am Mass)
Adoration Monday & Friday 3pm to 6pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome
Mass Thursday 7pm

MADDEN
Sunday Mass 9.00am
Mass on Tuesday at 7pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Sheila Curry - Armagh formerly Madden, Rose Trimble — Keady,
Teresa Murphy

MONTH’S MEMORY

Jim Brennan — Saturday 11™ April at 6.30pm Keady
Denise Hagan — Sunday 19™ April at 11.30am Keady
Bernadette Corrigan - Friday 24™ April at 7pm Derrynoose

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
Tommy Hagan - Saturday 11" April at 6.30pm Keady
Kieran Deveney — Saturday 25" April at 6.30pm Keady

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Canon Seédn O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary

Tel 02837531242 info@keadyparish.net

Parish Office Open to Parishioners

Monday, Wednesday & Fridays 10.30am -4.30pm

House Visit - If anyone would welcome a visit or a house Blessing,
please contact one of the priests.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Parish of Keady, Lerryrocse and INladden

Divine Mercy Sunday 12th April
Devotions with Confession from 3pm in Saint Patrick's Church.
Veneration of the Image and Chaplet.
Concluding with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who took partin the
Easter Triduum liturgies.

We are deeply grateful to our readers, Eucharistic ministers,
organists, choirs, folk group, sacristans, and altar servers for your
dedication and reverent service. Your time, care, and commitment

helped to make these sacred celebrations prayerful and meaningful
for our parish community.
A special word of thanks goes to the parish youth group for leading
the beautiful and reflective Good Friday night prayer.
Your leadership and faith brought a profound sense of reflection to
this solemn occasion.

Please return Trocaire Boxes to Church over the Easter period

Communion To the Sick Any person that wishes to bring Holy
Communion to a sick family member must first contact one of the
priests and receive a blessing to become a Minister of Holy
Communion. When requesting Holy Communion please leave your
pyx on the altar before Mass.

Holy Communion will not be placed in a pyx at Mass by Ministers of
Holy Communion during its distribution to the congregation. A prayer
card to assist the Minister of Holy Communion when distributing Holy
Communion to the sick is available in the parish office.

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is
not a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in
any of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 15t & 4" Sunday at 12.30pm
Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4.00pm
Madden 3" Saturday at 4.00pm

Blessing of Graves Keady - Sunday 14th June at 11.30am
Derrynoose - Friday 19th June 7pm Madden - Friday 26th June 7pm

We are grateful that graves are kept so well and tidy throughout the
year. We would like to gently remind all visitors that the graveyard is a
sacred place of remembrance for families and loved ones.

We kindly ask everyone to treat all graves, floral tributes, and personal
items with the utmost respect. Please take a moment to consider the
impact that any damage, disturbance, or removal of items may have,
as such actions can cause significant upset and anguish to others.
Thank you for your understanding .
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New Parish Cemetery - As you may be aware approval has been
granted for a new St. Patrick's Cemetery by ABCB Council and
permission granted by the Archdiocesan Trust. The area behind
St. Patrick’s Church Keady will ensure burial for parishioners for
many years to come. We will begin phase one of this work in’
the coming weeks.

New Draw 2026 Will begin in April 2026 and run until March 2027.
Sincere thanks to all our sellers for promoting the draw and to
everyone who purchased tickets. Your continued support of
the parish is greatly appreciated.

Parish Envelopes - are now available for collection. We ask that
you collect your envelope from the Church ASAP.
If you notice a family member or neighbours’ envelopes and if
you feel it is appropriate — please collect on their behalf.

Sacrament of Confirmation The ceremony takes place on
Sunday 26" April 2026 at 3.00pm in St Patrick’s Church, Keady.

First Holy Communion in Our Parish 2026

Clea & Darkley PS Keady Church Saturday 25th April at 11am
St. Jospeh’s PS Madden Church Saturday 9th May at 11am
Our Lady’s & St. Mochua’s PS Derrynoose Church

Saturday 16th May at 11am

St Francis of Assisi PS & Gaelscoil Phroinsias Naofa

Keady Church - Saturday 30th May at 11am

Mary's Meals charity dance Ryandale Moy Thursday 16th April 8.30pm
--11.30pm. £10 Music by Kenny Paul. Antique Mantle clock & Tyrone
crystal lamp for auction.

Armagh Youth Medjugorje Trip The Armagh Parish Youth trip to
Medjugorje will take place from Sunday 2™ of August until Sunday 9"
of August. The Medjugorje Youth Festival will be taking place whilst we
are there. For anyone aged between 18-35. Cost £570 per person
sharing. Individual rooms can be arranged if needed, there may be an
additional cost. If you are interested or have any questions, please
contact 07889 059979.

Lough Derg Pilgrimage Three Day Pilgrimage will begin on Friday
29th May and run until Saturday 15th August. A day of guided
prayer & reflection May Sun 3rd, Mon 4th, Sat 9th, Tues12th, Sun
17th, Sat 23rd & Mon25" August Tues 8th, Sat 22nd, Sun 23rd, Sat
29th & Mon 31st September Sat 5th, Sun 6th, Wed 9th, Sat12th,
Tues15th, Sat19th & Sun 20th *Special Themed Retreat Days
Sunday 17th May - Saint Peregrine

Saturday 5th September - Pioneer National Pilgrimage

Sunday 6th September - Saint Carlo Acutis

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com




