26 Apr 2026

Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year A;

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON (Stand)

The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth;
by the word of the Lord the heavens
were made, alleluia.

PENITENTIAL ACT (1)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows.
| confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | have greatly sinned,
in wg thoughts and in my words,
in what | have done and in what | have failed to do,
And, striking their breasi, they say:
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
Then they continue:
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
allthe Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest.  May almighty God have mercy onus,
forgwg us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
People: Amen.
PriestLord, have mercy.  People:Lord, have mercy.
Priest Christ, have mercy.  People: Christ, have mercy
Priest Lord, have mercy.  People:Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We graise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify yoﬂu;, Bt -

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lor Goz, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
ou alone are the Most High,
lesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

- STIT pp=i

FIRST READING Acts 2:14,36-41

Areading from the Acts of the Apostles:

On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the
Eleven and addressed the crowd with a loud voice:
“The whole House of Israel can be certain that God
has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord
and Christ.”

Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said
to Peter and the apostles, “What must we do,
brothers?” “You must repent,” Peter answered,
“and every one of you must be baptised in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and
you will receive the qift of the Holy Spirit. The
promise that was made is for you and your children,
and for all those who are far away, for all those
whom the Lord our God will call to himself.” He
spoke to them for a long time using many
arguments, and he urged them, “Save yourselves
from this perverse generation.” They were
convinced by his arguments, and they accepted what
he said and were baptised. That very day about
three thousand were added to their number.

The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
[R] The Lord is my Shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.

[1] The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing | shall want,

Fresh and green are the pastures

where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me,

to revive my droopingspirit. ......... 00000000 IR]
[2] He guides me along the right path;

he is true to his name.

If I should walk in the valley of darkness

no evil would | fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff;

withthese yougiveme comfort. ............... [R]
[3] You have prepared a banquet for me

in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;
mycupisoverflowing. ........covciiiiciinn [R]

[4] Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.

Inthe Lord’s own house shall | dwell
foreverandever. .. ....cvviiiinniiiieniinans [R]

SECOND READING

Areading from the first letier of Peter:

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing
punishment patiently when you are punished after
doing your duty.

This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because
Christ suffered for you and left an example for you to
follow the way he took. He had not done anything wrong,
and there had been no perjury in his mouth. He was
insutted and did not retaliate with insutts; when he was
tortured he made no threats but he put his trust in the
righteous judge. He was bearing our faults in his own
body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults and
live for holiness; through his wounds you have been
healed. You had gone astray like sheep butnow you have
come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA " Stand)
Alleluia, alletuia!

| am the good shepherd, says the Lord;

1 know my own sheep and my own know me.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 10:1-10

Areading from the holy Gospel according to John:
People: Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: I tell you most solemnly, anyone
who does not enter the sheepfold through the gate,
but gets in some other way is a thief and a brigand.
The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd
of the flock; the gate-keeper lets him in, the sheep
hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and
leads them out. When he has brought out his flock,
he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow
because they know his voice. They never follow a
stranger but run away from him: they do not
recognise the voice of strangers.”

lesus told them this parable but they failed to
understand what he meant by telling it to them. So
Jesus spoke to them again:

“Itell you most solemnly,
| am the gate of the sheepfold.
All others who have come
are thieves and brigands;
but the sheep took no notice of them.
| am the gate.
Anyone who enters through me will be safe:
he will go freely in and out
and be sure of finding pasture.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.
I have come so that they may have life
and have it to the full.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
People:Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (sit)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Stand)
| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
(At the words that follow, up fo and including ‘the Virgin Mary , all bow)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended Into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
Bt S 1T Bepel

PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest  Lift up your hearts,

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
it X N EEL Pl

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (1)

Priest: The Mystery of Faith.

People: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest. Behold the Lamb ...
People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Good Shepherd has risen,
who laid down his life for his sheep
and willingly died for his flock, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Look upon your flock, kind Shepherd,

and be pleased to settle in eternal pastures
the sheep you have redeemed

by the Precious Blood of your Son.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
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Vocation

St Augustine wrote of two
cities built on earth by men.

“Two cities have been formed
by two loves ... The earthly by
the love of self, even to the
contempt of God; the heavenly
by the love of God, even to the
contempt of self.”

-0-
Addressing his fellow U.S.
bishops in St Louis on June 20,

2003, Cardinal Francis George
said that

“The greatest failure . . . of the
post-Vatican II church is the
failure to have formed and to
call forth a laity engaged in
the world in order to change
it, a laity engaged in the world
politically, economically,
culturally and socially, but on
faith’s terms, not just on the
world’s terms.”

Summary

You cannot seek the kingdom

of God in organized crime.,

but you can in a checkout
clerk or janitor.

Question

How do the laity make Christ
knowsmn to others?

Prayer

Lord, help me to see your
presence in the people I meet.

SUIMNIDAY
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Series: Moraiity; Fourth Sunday of Easter, Year A; 26 Apr 2026

The Vocation of the Laity

Chapter 1V, of The Dogmatic Constitution
on the Church (Vatican II's Lumen
Gentium) speaks of “The Laity,”

The two principles that underlie the
Church’s teaching about the laity are:

¢ the universal call to holiness, and

e the secular nature of the laity’s
vocation.

Laypersons have a vocation to sanctity

just as much as clerics and religious, but

they pursue this call in the world.

“But the laity, by their very vocation,
seek the kingdom of God by engaging
in temporal affairs and by ordering
them according to the plan of God.
They live in the world, that is, in each
and in all of the secular professions
and occupations. They live in the
ordinary circumstances of family and
social life, from which the very web of
their existence is woven ... they work
for the sanctification of the world from
within, as a leaven. In this way they
may make Christ known to others.”
(Lumen Gentium § 31)
Key Points
The laity engage in all legitimate
temporal affairs and order them
according to the plan of God. In other
words, they perform them on faith’s

vocation to the single life, they still have
| their families of birth, even though most
| of us are called to marriage, procreation,
| and the formation of our children.

A Place in the World

Ordinary life is the arena of the faith of
the laity. What is sanctified is right in
front of our faces and in reach of our
hands at every moment ... it is in the
current task, and in the person we are
encountering.

God calls the laity to this task, and
accompanies them with his grace. The
laity make Christ known to others
through their life of virtue, especially
the virtues of faith, hope and charity.

Witnesses of Christ in the World

No priest or religious can bring Christ
into places where the laity can bring
him. “Now the laity,” the Council says,

“are called in a special way to make
the Church present and operative in
those places and circumstances where
only through them can it become the
salt of the earth” (§33).

A surgeon can bring Christ to the
operating room. A truck-driver can
bring Christ to a stranded motorist. A
mother can bring Christ to her children.
A coach can bring Christ to his team. A
student can bring him to his classmates.

terms — as Cardinal George putit—not | pLi.cihood of the Laity

on the world’s terms. This approach
means doing them both, well and good,
that is, competently and honestly: for
example, a plumber ought to plumb,
and not be a crook.
All in a Family

The secular world exists in every
legitimate profession, occupation, and
marriage and family life. You cannot see
the kingdom of God in organized crime,
but you can see it in a checkout clerk or
a janitor. While some of the laity have a

| The laity share in the eternal priesthoT)d

of Christ:

“For all their works, prayers and
apostolic endeavors, their ordinary
married and family life, their daily
occupations, their physical and mental
relaxation, if carried out in the Spirit,
and even the hardships of life, if
patiently borne—all these become
‘spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ’” (§ 34). B



Fourth Sunday of Easter,

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 27" April 2026 - Sunday 3’ May 2026

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday at 10am

***No Mass Friday 10am

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am (Children’s Rosary after 11.30am Mass)
***No Adoration Monday

Adoration Friday 3pm to 6pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome
***No Mass Thursday 7pm

MADDEN
Sunday Mass 9.00am
Mass on Tuesday at 7pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED
Sr. Declan O’Callaghan — St. Clares Convent,

Mary Grimley - Armagh, Bernard McCooey - Keady

MONTH’S MEMORY

Teresa Murphy - Saturday 2™ May at 6pm in Ballymoyer
Rose Trimble - Monday 4th May at 7pm Keady

Sheila Curry - Tuesday 5th May at 7pm Madden

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
Kieran Deveney — Saturday 25" April at 6.30pm Keady
Benny Duffy — Sunday 17" May at 10am Derrynoose

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary
Tel 02837531242 info@keadyparish.net

House Visit - If anyone would welcome a visit or a house Blessing,
please contact one of the priests.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Poarish of Keady, Lemyrocse and VNadden

This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday

a day when the Church invites us in a special way
to pray for vocations to the priesthood.

Let us join in prayer and ask the Lord to help us
discover his plan of love for our lives, and to grant
us the courage to walk in the path that, from the
beginning, he has chosen for each of us.

- Message of Pope Leo on parish facebook page
Fr Barry Matthews & the Vocations Commission are inviting men
discerning the Vocation to Diocesan Priesthood in the Archdiocese of
Armagh to join them in the Synod Hall, St Patrick’s Cathedral, Armagh
on Saturday May 23rd at 3pm - for info ph 028 3752 2802

Ordination to Priesthood

Jacek Tuszkiewicz, Paul O'Reilly & Gabriel Neal will be ordained
Priests by Archbishop Eamon Martin on Saturday, 9th May at 3pm at
St Patrick ’s Cathedral - Armagh. We keep them in our prayers.

Vocations Society of St. Joseph (formerly St. Joseph's Young Priests
Society) The Armagh Branch of St. Joseph's Young Priests Society was
established in May 1986. It's 40th Anniversary will be celebrated atthe
5.30pm Mass in St. Patrick's Cathedral on Vocations Sun 26th April.
The Mass will also provide an opportunity to encourage more prayer
for Vocations to the Priesthood & Religious Life. We hope that those
who have been involved with & supported the Branch over the years,
will join us to celebrate this Mass of thanksgiving, for the gift of
Priesthood and the work of the Branch. Refreshments will be provided
afterwards in the Synod Hall

Sacrament of Confirmation The ceremony takes place on Sunday
26" April at 3.00pm in St Patrick’s Church, Keady. We ask the children
and sponsors to be seated by 2.45pm

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is
not a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in
any of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 15t & 4™ Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4.00pm

Madden 3 Saturday at 4.00pm

First Holy Communion in Our Parish 2026

Clea & Darkley PS Keady Church Saturday 25th Aprilat 11am
St. Jospeh’s PS Madden Church Saturday 9th May at 11am
Our Lady’s & St. Mochua’s PS Derrynoose Church

Saturday 16th May at 11am

St Francis of Assisi PS & Gaelscoil Phroinsias Naofa

Keady Church - Saturday 30th May at 11am

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting on Monday at 7.30pm

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

26% Qprit 2026

New Draw 2026 begins April 2026 and run until March 2027.
Sincere thanks to all our sellers for promoting the draw and to
everyone who purchased tickets. Your continued support of
the parish is greatly appreciated.

Parish Envelopes — Anyone requesting Sunday Envelopes to support
the on-going costs in our parish please email Nuala on
info@keadyparish.net or contact one of the Priests.

Armagh Youth Medjugorje Trip The Armagh Parish Youth trip to
Medjugorje will take place from Sunday 2™ of August until Sunday 9™
of August. The Medjugorje Youth Festival will be taking place whilst we
are there. For anyone aged between 18-35. Cost £570 per person
sharing. Individual rooms can be arranged if needed, there may be an
additional cost. If you are interested or have any questions, please
contact 07889 059978.

Lough Derg Pilgrimage Three Day Pilgrimage will begin on Friday
29th May and run until Saturday 15th August. A day of guided
prayer & reflection May Sun 3rd, Mon 4th, Sat 9th, Tues12th, Sun
17th, Sat 23rd & Mon25" August Tues 8th, Sat 22nd, Sun 23rd, Sat
29th & Mon 31st September Sat 5th, Sun 6th, Wed 9th, Sat12th,
Tues15th, Sat19th & Sun 20th

Special Themed Retreat Days

Sunday 17th May - Saint Peregrine

Saturday 5th September - Pioneer National Pilgrimage

Sunday 6th September - Saint Carlo Acutis

St Patrick’s Church, Dungannon, 150th Anniversary Concert
Friday 29 May at 7.30pm. As part of the celebrations please join us for
a special evening featuring Malachi Cush, Karl McGuckin, and special
guests as we celebrate 150 years of faith, music, and community.
Tickets for the Concert at St Patrick’s Church, Dungannon are now
available to purchase online at:
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-patricks-church £20 each

Accord Needs You! ACCORD Catholic Marriage Care Service CLG/NI
is currently recruiting volunteers to train as marriage preparation
programme facilitators to support couples preparing for the
Sacrament of Marriage. Closing date for receipt of application forms
is Friday 29" May 2026.Contact Aislingon 003531 505 3112 or by email
to marriagepreparation@accord.ie / www.accord.ie

Anam Cara.The organisation that supports bereaved parents, will
hold its monthly Parent Support Evening on Wednesday 29th April
2026 at 7.30pm in the Armagh City Hotel, Friary Rd, Armagh.

Blessing of Graves Keady - Sunday 14th June at 11.30am
Derrynoose - Friday 19th June 7pm Madden - Friday 26th June 7pm

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



