Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year A;

3 May 2026

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON {Stand)

0 sing a new song to the Lord,

for he has worked wonders;

in the sight of the nations

he has shown his dellverance, alleluia.
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Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

A brief pause for silence follows.

Priest  Have mercy onus, O Lord.

People: For we have sinned against you.

Priest.  Show us, O Lord, your mercy.

People: And grant us your salvation.

Priest  May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
People: Amen.
Priesi:Lord, havemercy,  People:Lord, have mercy.
Priest: Christ, have mercy.  People: Christ, have mercy
Priest:Lord, havemercy.  People:Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We graise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give gou thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord lesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercK on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
]/ou alone are the Most High,
lesus Christ
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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FIRST READING Acts 6:1-7
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:

About this time, when the number of disciples
was increasing, the Hellenists made a complaint
against the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their
own widows were being overlooked. So the Twelve
called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed
them, “Itwould not be right for us to neglect the word
of God so as to give out food; you, brothers, must
select from among yourselves seven men of good
reputation, filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we
will hand over this duty to them, and continue to
devote ourselves to prayer and to the service of the
word.” The whole assembly approved of this
proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and
of the Holy Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus,
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of Antioch,
a convert to Judaism. They presented these to the
apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them,

The word of the Lord continued to spread: the
number of disciples in lerusalem was greatly
increased, and a large group of priests made their
submission to the faith.

The word of the Lord.

People:Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 32

[R] May your love be upon us, O Lord,
as we place all our hope in you.

[1] Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just,

for praise is fitting for loyat hearts.

Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp,

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. ........ IR]
[2] For the word of the Lord is faithful

and all his works to be trusted.

The Lord loves justice and right

and fills the earthwith hislove. ................ [R]

|3] The Lord {ooks on those who revere him,

on those who hope in his love,

to rescue their souls from death,

to keep them alive infamine. ........ veernassdlR]

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:4-9

Areading from the first letter of Saint Peler:

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but
chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves
close to him so that you too the holy priesthood that
offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has
made acceplable to God, may be living stones making
a spiritual house. As scripture says: See how | lay in
Zion a precious cornerstone that | have chosen and the
man who rests his trust on it will not be disappointed.
That means that for you who are believers, it is
precious; but for unbelievers, the stone rejected by the
builders has proved to be the keystone, a stone to
stumble over, a rock to bring men down. They stumble
over it because they do not believe in the word; it was
the fate in store for them.

Butyou are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the
praises of God who called you out of the darkness
into his wonderful light.

The word of the Lord.
People:Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA

(Stand)

Alleluia, alleltuia!
Jesus said: “l am the Way, the Truth and the Life.
No one can come to the Father except through

me.” Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 14:1-12

Areading from the holy gospel according to Johr:
People:Glory to you, O Lord.

lesus said to his disciples:

“Do not let your hearts be troubled.

Trustin God still, and trust in me.

There are many rooms in my Father’s house;

ifthere were not, | should have told you.

| am now going to prepare a place for you,

and after | have gone and prepared you a place,

I shall return to take you with me;

so that where | am you may be too.

You know the way to the place where | am going.”

Thomas said, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going, 50 how can we know the way?" Jesus said:

“| am the Way, the Truth and the Life.

No one can come to the Father

exceptthrough me.

If you know me, you know my Father too.

From this moment you know him

and have seen him.”

Philip said, “Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall
be satisfied.” “Have | been with you all this time,

To have seen me is to have seen the Father,

so0 how can you say, ‘Let us see the Father'?

Do you not believe

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?

The words | say to you | do not speak as from myself:

Itis the Father, living in me, who is doing this work.

You must believe me when | say

that | am in the Father and the Father is in me;

believe it onthe evidence ofthis work, iffor no other reason.

1tell you most solemnly, whoever believes inme

will perform the same works as | do myself,

he will perform even greater works,

because | am going to the Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

! People:Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (sit)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Stand)

| believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

INTERCESSIONS
PREFACE DIALOGUE

Priest The Lord be with you.

People: And with your spirit.

Priest:  Lift up your hearts.

People: We Uit them up to the Lord.

Priest:  Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: Itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
>0
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Priest: The Mystery of Faith.

People: When we eat this Bread
and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest Behold the Lamb...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

] am the true vine and you are the branches,
says the Lord.

Whoever remains in me, and | in him,
bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Graciously be present to your people, we pray, OLord,
and lead those you have imbued with heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.

Through Christ our Lord.

b
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Deacons

What's the difference between a
transitional deacon and a
permanent deacon?

A transitional deacon is a man
who’s on his way to the
ordained priesthood. As a
seminarian, he typically is
ordained a deacon a year or so
prior to being ordained to the
priesthood.

Permanent deacons, on the other
hand, have secular jobs and are
frequently married. A permanent
deacon is not being formed for
the priesthood. Married men
may become permanent deacons
and they work in a secular job in
addition to their diaconal role.

Summary

Priests participate in the
bishops’ ministry of ruling,
teaching and sanctifying.
A deacon proclaims the
Gospel as part of the
sacrament of holy orders.
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2  Question

Prayer

Lord, may you always send
deacons for service in the
Church.
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The sacrament of Holy Orders has three
degrees: the diaconate, the priesthood,
and the episcopacy (bishops).

Although each role has developed over
time, all three were present since the
earliest days of the Church.
Participation

Bishops are tasked with sanctifying,
governing and teaching; they’re
considered to have the “fullness” of holy
orders. The priests participate in the
bishops’ ministry of ruling, teaching and
sanctifying. Both bishops and priests
serve in persona Christi capitis —in the
person of Christ, the head.

Deacons, on the other hand, participate
in their bishop’s ministry, but they don’t
serve as ‘Christ the head’. They serve in
persona Christi servi, which means ‘Christ
the servant’.

Word, Eucharist and Charity

During the Second Vatican Council, the
Fathers recognized the need for new
ways to proclaim Christ to the world. It
was found that there was something
missing, what John Paul II called, the
“Church’s service sacramentalized.”

In 1967 Pope Paul VI reestablished the
diaconate as a permanent rank, precisely
because there was this indelible
character — a mark of service — that the
Church herself, founded on Christ, and
by Christ.

This service is played out even as a man
moves towards being an ordained priest.
Once a man is ordained a deacon, he
will always be a deacon.

The Church defines three main areas of
service for the diaconate: ministry of the
word, ministry of the liturgy, and
ministry of charity.

Series: The Church; Fifth Sunday of Easter,

Ministry of The Word

As Catholics, we believe that Christ
Himself is the Word of God, and comes
forth from the Father to proclaim the
Good News. The deacon is the herald of
the Gospel - you can see this at Sunday
Masses: the deacon is the one who
proclaims the Gospel. But it’s not just at
Mass that deacons share the good news.
A deacon proclaims the Gospel as part of
the sacrament of holy orders.

“This is the sacrifice that’s being

offered by the high priest, Christ

himself, in the person of the priest ...

and we see this sacramentalized in the

person of the deacon.”

(Institute for Diaconate Formation)

Ministry of the Liturgy
A deacon’s assistance at Mass is perhaps
the most visible sign of his ministry. But
permanent deacons can also baptize, can
witness marriages and preside at funeral
services. Deacons may conduct “word-
and-communion” services for the
homebound or elderly.

If there’s a deacon at Mass, he is the one
who holds the chalice while the priest
holds the host. This is an act of service to
the Father, sacramentalized in the person
of the deacon.

Charity
The Eucharist is the source and summit
of our faith, but we’re not meant to stay
inside the walls of the Church all day. At
the end of the liturgy the deacon says:
“go forth, the Mass has ended.” Deacons
go forth as servants of Christ to bring
charity to the world. Some take on
prison ministry; others visit the sick in
hospitals; others do pastoral works
within the community to which they’re
assigned. &




GFouwnth Sunday of Easter

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 4" May 2026 - Sunday 10" May 2026

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday at 10am
Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am (Children’s Rosary after 11.30am Mass)

Adoration Monday & Friday 3pm to 6pm
Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm

(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome
Mass Thursday 7pm

MADDEN
Sunday Mass 9.00am
Mass on Tuesday at 7pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED

Anthony Keating — Clea Road, Lena Harte — Rathmoyle Park,
Sr. Declan O’Callaghan, Mary Grimley

MONTH’S MEMORY

Teresa Murphy - Saturday 2" May at 6pm in Ballymoyer
Rose Baker nee Fegan - Sunday 3rd May 11.30am

Rose Trimble - Monday 4th May at 7pm Keady

Sheila Curry - Tuesday 5th May at 7pm Madden

Bernard McCooey — Saturday 16" May at 6.30pm Keady

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
Benny Duffy — Sunday 17" May at 10am Derrynoose

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary
Tel 02837531242 info@keadyparish.net

Parish Office Open to Parishioners
Mandav Wadnacdaw 2 Eridave 10 Nam _ 41 2Nnm

House Visit - If anyone would welcome a visit or a house Blessing,

please contact one of the priests.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Perish, of Keady, Lerynoose and I Nadden

Legion of Mary — During the Month of May The Rosary will be recited after
Mass each day at Our Lady’s Grotto, Keady

Ordination to Priesthood

Jacek Tuszkiewicz, Paul O'Reilly & Gabriel Neal will be ordained Priests by
Archbishop Eamon Martin on Saturday, 9th May at 3pm at St Patrick ’s
Cathedral - Armagh. We keep them in our prayers.

Baptism dates - We ask parents to book in advance and if there is not a
date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date in any of the
Chapels within the Parish

Keady 1°& 4™ Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2" Saturday at 4.00pm

Madden 3" Saturday at 4.00pm

First Holy Communion in Our Parish 2026

Clea & Darkley PS Keady Church Saturday 25th April at 11am
St. Jospeh’s PS Madden Church Saturday 9th May at 11am
Our Lady’s & St. Mochua’s PS Derrynoose Church

Saturday 16th May at 11am

St Francis of Assisi PS & Gaelscoil Phroinsias Naofa

Keady Church - Saturday 30th May at 11am

Parish Envelopes - Anyone requesting Sunday Envelopes to support the on-
going costs in our parish please email Nuala on info@keadyparish.net or
contact one of the Priests.

Armagh Youth Medjugorje Trip The Armagh Parish Youth trip to Medjugorje
will take place from Sunday 2™ of August until Sunday 9" of August. The
Medjugorje Youth Festival will be taking place whilst we are there. For
anyone aged between 18-35. Cost £570 per person sharing. Individual
rooms can be arranged if needed, there may be an additional cost. If you are
interested or have any questions, please contact 07889 059979.

KDM Parish Youth Group - we have recently set up a parish youth group
and are keen to recruit more members. Please follow our Instagram page
KDM Parish Youth 2026 for further details.

Events -The Parish youth group are having an examination Novena for 5
Saturdays at the Vigil Mass from Saturday 9th May -each week until
Saturday 6th June. We are inviting all young people in the parish to Mass to
pray for success in upcoming examinations. We strongly encourage
families and parents to encourage our youth to come along to these
Masses. We ask your prayers for their success.

Devotional evening to Our Lady 22nd May at 7pm.

Prayer reflection evening to Our Lady led by Parish youth. Please join us
on Friday 22nd May at 7pm for an evening of prayer and reflection on Our
Lady in this month of May. Our young people really appreciate the support
of the parish at these events. We hope to see you there.

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK

34 PNay 2026

April 2026 Parish Draw Winners -1 Prize £1,000 No 139 S Crockrin
Keady,2™ Prize £500 No 280 L & A Arriota Keady, 3" Prize No 309
V Mone Dublin, 4™ Prize £150 No 306 K & A Mone Keady . Sellers £50
each F Smith Madden, EJ McKernan Keady, M Cassidy Keady Many
thanks to all our sellers and to all who support the parish.

Lough Derg Pilgrimage Three Day Pilgrimage will begin on Friday 28th May
and run until Saturday 15th August. A day of guided prayer & reflection
May Sun 3rd, Mon 4th, Sat 9th, Tues12th, Sun 17th, Sat 23rd & Mon25™
August Tues 8th, Sat 22nd, Sun 23rd, Sat 29th & Mon 31st September Sat
5th, Sun 6th, Wed 9th, Sat12th, Tues15th, Sat19th & Sun 20th

Special Themed Retreat Days

Sunday 17th May - Saint Peregrine

Saturday 5th September - Pioneer National Pilgrimage

Sunday 6th September - Saint Carlo Acutis

St Patrick’s Church, Dungannon, 150th Anniversary Concert

Friday 29 May at 7.30pm. As part of the celebrations please join us for a
special evening featuring Malachi Cush, Karl McGuckin, and special guests
as we celebrate 150 years of faith, music, and community. Tickets for the
Concert at St Patrick’s Church, Dungannon are now available to purchase
online at:https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-patricks-church £20 each

Accord Needs You! ACCORD Catholic Marriage Care Service CLG/NI is
currently recruiting volunteers to train as marriage preparation programme
facilitators to support couples preparing for the Sacrament of
Marriage. Closing date for receipt of application forms is Friday 29" May
2026.Contact Aisling on 003531 505 3112 or by email to

marri r ratj rd.ie / www.accord.ie

Blessing of Graves Keady - Sunday 14th June at 11.30am
Derrynoose - Friday 19th June 7pm Madden - Friday 26th June 7pm

Little Cygnets Pre-school at Clea Primary School suitable from aged 2
years 10 Months. Contact Mrs Duffy (Principal) directly
on cduffy332@c2kni.net Or phone the school on (028) 37531096

Encounter Weekend Donegal, Radisson Blu Hotel, Letterkenny. 6.00pm -
10.30pm Friday 5th June. 9.00am - 10.30pm. Saturday 6th June. Expect to
experience the presence of God through the celebration of the Sacraments,
Spirit-led worship, inspiring talks, healing service, and fellowship. Keynote
Speakers: Patrick Reis: co-founder and Executive Director of Encounter
Ministries USA & Fr. Patrick Gonyeau who serves with the U.S. Province of th
Missionaries of the Precious Blood in Ohio. Bookings

https://encounterschoolofministrydoneg.regfox.com/encounter-conference
donegal or email l{@encounterschool.org.

Fr. Peter Kerr’s First Year Anniversary Mass

The anniversary Mass will take place in the Church of Saint Colmcille,
Carrickmore on the 5" May at 7.30pm.

Armagh Parish will also be offering up their 10am morning Mass in Armagh
Cathedral on the 5™ May 2026.

Cill Chluana - Mass 3™ May Sunday 9.30am

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



