SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF YEAR A
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l-- STAND bp|

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

See, | have God for my help.

The Lord sustains my soul.

I will sacrifice to you with willing heart,

and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

PENITENTIAL ACT (1)

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so
prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
A brief pause for silenice follows.
| confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that | have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
inwhat 1 have done and in what | have failed to do,

And, striking their breast, they say;

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;

Then they continue:
therefore | ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest:  May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
People: Amen.
Lord,havemercy. People: Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. People: Christ, have mercy
Lord, have mercy. People: Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

}/ou al&:le are the Most High,

us

es rist
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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FIRST READING Wisdom 12:13,16-19

A reading from the book of Wisdom:

There is no god, other than you, who cares for
everything,

to whom you might have to prove that you never
judged unjustly.

Your justice has its source in strength

your sovereignty over all makes you lenient to all.

You show your strength when your sovereign power
is questioned

and you expose the insolence of those who know it;

but, disposing of such strength, you are mild in
Judgement

you govern us with great lenience,

for you have only to will, and your power is there.

By acting thus you have taught a lesson to your people

how the virtuous man must be kindly to his fellow men,

and you have given your sons the good hope

that after sin you will grant repentance.

The word of the Lord.

~  People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 85

[R] O Lord, you are good and forgiving.

[1] O Lord, you are good and forgiving,

full of love to all who call.

Give heed, 0 Lord, to my prayer

and attend to the sound of my voice. .......... IR]
[2] All the nations shall come to adore you

and glorify your name, O Lord:

for you are great and do marvellous deeds,
youwhoaloneareGod. .........cvnvviiiins [R]

[3] But you, God of mercy and compassion,

slow to anger, 0 Lord,

abounding in love and truth,
turnandtakepityonme. ...........ooivenn [R]

Romans B:26-27

A reading from the letter of 5t Paul to the Romans:
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For

when we cannot choose words in order to pray

properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea in a way

that could never be put into words, and God who knows

everything in our hearts knows perfectly well what he

means, and that the pleas of the saints expressed by the

Spirit are according to the mind of God.

The word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA

Allelula, alleluia!

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,

so that we can see

what hope his call holds for us.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

SECOND READING

(Stand)

Matthew 13:24-30

[Full Version: Matthew 13:24-43]
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew:
People:  Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus put a parable before the crowds, “The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man
who sowed good seed in his field. While
everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. When
the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the darnel
appeared as well. The owner’s servant went to him and
sald, ‘Sir, was It not good seed that you sowed in your
field? If so, where does the darnel come from?’ ‘Some
enemy has done this,’ he answered. And the servant
sald, ‘Do you want us to go and weed it out? But he
said, ‘No, because when you weed out the darnel you
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both grow till
the harvest; and at harvest time | shall say to the
reapers: First collect the darnel and tie it in bundles to
be burnt, then gather the wheat into my barn.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Pralse to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY (Sic)

THE CREED (Stand)

I believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(At the words that follow, up to and including ‘and
became man’, all bow.)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Filate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and | look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

(A B | -]

Priest:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And with your spirit.
Priest:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  Itis right and just.

SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. ...
Il X NEEL b

THE MYSTERY OF FAITH (1)

Priest:  The Mystery of Faith.

People:We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

Priest: Behold the Lamb ...

People: Lord, | am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof;,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.

—
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Recently, my young
granddaughter Hannah
succumbed to a mystery
virus which resulted in her
being hospitalised for two
weeks. It was hoped that the
virus could be killed off with
viral medication and
steroids. Thankfully the
medication brought the virus
under control, but she will
still have to remain on the
medication for two years. As
she grows, and her innmune
system develops, and with
the help of the medication,
the virus will be irradicated.

KRingdom

Summary

Growth is about hope,
patience and trust.

God is patient and waits
for us to grow into the
person God has created
us to be.

We follow Christ in the
belief that love will win in
the end.

God will not risk what is
good about us in order to
throw out what is bad.

Question

From where does the
growth in our lives come?

Prayer

Jesus, enlighten the eyes of
our mind, so that we might
see what hope your call
holds for us.

Series: Morality; Sixteenth Sunday of Year A; 19 Jul 2026

My grandaughter’s illness reminded me
of the parable of the darnel and the wheat
- the good and the bad growing together
for a while. However, we are not good at
waiting for healing, so we need patience.

When Hannah came home from hospital
we had a visit from another
granddaughter, Edith, who is three years
old. Edith presented me with two very
delicate sweet-pea plants in small
containers which she herself had grown
from seed. They will need lots of care and
attention if they are to survive. I will need
all my gardening skills to keep them alive
or Edith will be very disappointed. Even
at three, she is conscious of the smallness
of the seed which can become a plant.

Growth is Mainly About Hope

Why do I tell you these things? Mainly
because this Sunday’s gospel is all about
growth in its many and varied forms.
Growth is about hope, patience and trust.
We hope and pray that Hannah will
outgrow the virus. It will need patience
and prayer, and we will continue to hope
for God'’s love and mercy. Edith’s sweet-
pea plant will also require hope so that it
will get strong enough to develop its
lovely sweet scented blooms.

Growing the Kingdom of God

Jesus gives us three parables to explain
what growing the kingdom of God might
be like. The first parable speaks of the
wheat and the weeds which must grow
together. In their early stages they are
indistinguishable, but at harvest time they
can be gathered and separated.

As human beings we have within us the

potential for good or evil — darnel or
wheat. Like the wise sower, God will not

risk what is good in order to throw out
what is bad. God is patient, and will wait
for us to grow into the person God has
created us to be.

Small Steps and the Right Conditions

The second parable concerns the smallest
seed — a mustard seed — which grows into
a big bush-like tree in which the birds can
nest; it even gives shade under its
branches. It reminds me of the saying
‘from tiny acorns big oak trees grow’. So
in this parable the building of the
Kingdom begins with small steps — like
the first Christian communities which
were quite small to begin with.

The final parable concerns the yeast - a
small organism that needs the right
conditions to make bread rise and taste
good. Kneading the dough is hard work,
but it pays off. Waiting for the dough to
rise takes patience. The building of the
Kingdom cannot be hurried; it requires
the right conditions and hard work.

Love Will Get Us There

Jesus said that the Kingdom of heaven is
not merely a destination that we reach
when we die. As Christian communities
we have the responsibility to take the small
steps in love and patience to help it grow.

In following Christ we believe that love
will win in the end. God is a patient
gardener waiting for us to grow as
individuals and as a loving, caring
community. We trust in the process that
has got us this far; we lean in, we take
small steps, and wait patiently for the
God of the harvest to work it all out.
Meanwhile, we carry a quiet hope that
something good is unfolding, and that we
are all part of the plan. B




10% Quly 2026

CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 20" July 2026 - Sunday 26" July 2026

KEADY

Monday—-Mass 7.00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday at 10am

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm '

Sunday Mass 11.30am (Children’s Rosary after 11.30am Mass)
Adoration Monday & Friday 3pmto 6pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
{Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome
Mass Thursday at 7.00pm

MADDEN
Sunday Mass 9.00am
Mass Tuesday 7pm

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED
Francis McClatchey - Keady

MONTHS MEMORY

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary
Tel 02837531242 info@keadyparish.net

Visitation If anyone would welcome a visit
or a house blessing please contact one of the priests
to make arrangements.

https://keadyparish.net/
follow us on FACEBOOK

Poarish, of Keady, Leiynacse and VNadden

Summer Bulletins - for July & August
we will hold double editions of bulletins every 2 weeks.
Dates of printed bulletins
Sunday 19" July - covering up to Sunday 2™ August
Sunday 2"August - covering up to Sunday 16™ August
Sunday 16" August - covering up to Sunday 30" August
Weekly Bulletins return from Sunday 30" August

Baptism dates We ask parents to book in advance and if there is
not a date suitable in your First Choice to pick an alternative date
in any of the Chapels within the Parish

Keady 15t & 4" Sunday at 12.30pm

Derrynoose 2™ Saturday at 4.00pm.

Madden 3" Saturday at 4.00pm (July Baptisms will be 25")
Lough Derg Pilgrimage

Three Day Pilgrimage runs until Saturday 15th August.

A day of guided prayer & reflection August Tues 8th, Sat 22nd, Sun
23rd, Sat 29th & Mon 31st September Sat 5th, Sun 6th, Wed 9th,
Sat12th, Tues15th, Sat19th & Sun 20th

Themed Retreat Days Saturday 5th September - Pioneer National
Pilgrimage Sunday 6th September - Saint Carlo Acutis

The Annual National Grandparents Pilgrimage celebrating the
6th World Day for Grandparents and the elderly. All are welcome.
Sunday, 26th July at Knock Shrine - Celebrant Archbishop Eamon
Martin commencing at 2.30pm with the Anointing of the Sick.

A day of grace and blessing for the whole family as we honour
grandparents and the elderly. Please join us. Visit our website for
resources: www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org

The Feast of St Anne, Sunday 26" July
St Annes Shrine & Chapel Mayobridge, Co Down Mass at
10.30am will be in the Convent Gardens weather permitting, if not
Mass will be celebrated in the Parish Church. A Blessing with St
Anne’s Relic, St Anne’s Oil and Cords available during the day.
www.mayobridgeparish.com

Good Saint Anne Pray for us.

The 2026 Reek Sunday falls on 26 July,
and thousands of pilgrims of all ages - from across the island and
from abroad - are expected to scale Croagh Patrick
(2,510ft/765m), Ireland’s Holy Mountain, to pray and participate on
the summit in the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession), and
of the Eucharist. This year, we are offering special prayer intention
for ‘Road Safety’
“Arise with me in the morning,
travel with me through the day.
Welcome me on my arrival.
God be with me all the way.
Amen”

NEW QR CODE TO SUMUP LINK
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CHURCH NOTICES
From Monday 27" July 2026 - Sunday 2"° August 2026

KEADY

Monday - Mass 7.00pm

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday at 10am

Saturday - Vigil 6.30pm

Sunday Mass 11.30am (Children’s Rosary after 11.30am Mass)
Adoration Monday & Friday 3pm to 6pm

Confessions in Keady on the first Saturday at 5.45pm
(Confessions in St Malachy’s Armagh each Saturday 12noon)

DERRYNOOSE

Sunday Mass at 10am

Children’s Rosary after 10am Mass All very welcome
Mass this Thursday at 7.00pm

MADDEN
Sunday Mass 9.00am
*** No Mass this Tuesday

We entrust and commit these souls unto the Lord's care:
LATELY DECEASED
Francis McClatchey - Keady

MONTHS MEMORY

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION
Canon Sean O’Neill PP (028 37531246)
kdmparish23@gmail.com

Fr Aidan McCann CC (028 37600820)
aidmccann@gmail.com

Nuala McKenna Parish Secretary
Tel 02837531242 info@keadyparish.net

Message of Pope Leo for Grandparents Day
Dear elderly brothers and sisters, | thank you for supporting me every
day with your prayers, especially when you recite the Holy Rosary.
I return this gratitude from the bottom of my heart and leave you with
this prayer: may the Lord always renew us in faith, hope and love —
He who never forgets us!

PayPal: parishpayments@gmail.com



